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I1.

SIXTH REPORT of the Inspecror of Prisoxs for the
NorTaern and EasterN Districr.

TO THE MOST NOBLE THE MARQUESS OF NORMANBY, THE
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE HOME DEPARTMENT.

. Strand on the Green, August 17th, 1841.
My Lorp,

I have the honour to submit to your Lordship my Annual Report tﬁ)on the
state of Prisons, visited by me in the Northern and Eastern District of England
in 1840. A detention of many weeks at Liverpool and Manchester, occasioned by
investigations into alledged abuses in the management of the Prisons in those towns,
has necessarily limited the number of my inspections during the past year, but I
trust this inconvenience will in some degree be compensated by the result of the
inquiries, which cannot fail of being most conducive to the better government of
these important penal establishmeats. .

Among the subjects connected with penal discipline to which my attention has
been specially drawn during these investigations, the propriety of offering induce-
ments to a superior class of persons to undertake the situations of sub-officers of
Prisons has been clearly manifested. The most practicable and efféctive appear to be
the impowering magistrates and municipal authorities to grant them pensions, under
restrictions as to amount, when incapacitated from age, long service, or infirmity,
arising out of a zealous discharge of their duty. Many cases of hardship have
come under my observation ;. among others, one very recently, of an individual
now 79 years of age, who- has been discharged from his office without any means
of subsistence, after having been in the service of a county between thirty and forty
years. , ' SR

The manner of inflicting Corporal Punishment in gaols appears very objection-
able. I am of opinion the number of lushes, the time of punishment, and the
instrument should be defined, and the attendance of a surgeon rendered imperative
by legal enactment. The consequences of such not being the case are, that the
keepers of Prisons have nearly absolute power in the execution of this sentence,
and that the method varies in almost every prison, at least in the great majority
of those which come under my observation : for instance, in one, the whipping of

IL.

NORTHERN AND
EasterN Distr:CT.

Pensions to Sub-
officers.

Corporal Punish-
ments,

prisoners is carried to the utmest extent of severity, and to the number of eight or °

ten dozen lashes; in another, not more than 10 or 12 lashes are given, and with
a lightness which makes the sentence nominal. ~ The time when the sentence is to be
carried into effect is also generally left to the discretion of the keeper. In one house
of correction, punishment takes place the day previous to a prisoner’s discharge, a
practice which I Lave strongly recommended to be discontinued, more particu?urly
as the whipping ordinarily inflicted there is severe, and must therefore greatly add
to the already too numerous obstacles in the way of discharged prisoners obtaining
employment. In some prisons the scourge in use is similar to that in the army;
in others to the navy; in another, it is a simple school-rod. I have occasionally
found these instruments improper from their weight and size, and have considered it
my duty to recommend the use of others less severe. The fact of whipping being
now almost confined to delinquent boys, many of whom are little above the age
and appearance of children, appears to me to call for the exercise of greater cir-
S:umspection in the infliction, and which, from personal observation, I-am satisfied
it requires.

I consider it proper to draw your Lordship’s attention to the great length of
imprisonment to which prisoners are subjected when committed under the authority
of local, and, in some instances, of public acts for fines and costs, with no
defined period of imprisonment in case of non-payment, but there to remain until
such fine and costs be paid. In the great majority of instances, were it not
for the humane interference of the keepers in representing their cases to the

Prisoners Com-
mitted for Pay-
ment of Fines.,
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iv SIXTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS OF PRISONS.

IL magistrates and superior authority, the poverty of the individuals is such, that
Norrnzev anp  the imprisonment would most probably be for life. I beg to suggest to your
Easrarn District. T ordship whether a remedy for this evil might not be produced by some legislative
enactment, limiting the period of confinement in proportion to the amount of the
fine imposed, and to refer to the cases in point at page 79 of the present Report,

and in the annexed Return from the house of correction at Wakefield.

RxTurN of PrisonErs received into the House of Correction at Wakefield from J anuary, 1836, to
December, 1840, under Local Acts of Parliament for Fines, and to remain till Paid.

Amouat of Number of
Name. Fine and How Liberated. Days in
Costs. Confinement.
£ s d
T.R. . .| 1 0 6| Liberated by Magistrates . . . . 9
DD. . .]106(Dito . . . . « o« . . 76
J.C. . .| 017 0| Liberated by Secretary of State . . 163
JJL . .} 1 1 0{Paid. . « ¢ ¢« o o« . . 60
EG.. .| 2 80|Died . . . . . . . . 139
J.W. . .|10 5 0| Liberated by Magistrates . . . 222
M- F. . . l ll 0 Di(w . 3 . . . . . . . : 77
J.B. . .| 018 6 | Liberated by the Queen . . . 90
JM. . .| 112 6|Paid. . . . . .+ ¢« .« o 28
F.C. . .| 018 0] Liberated by Secretary of State . . 8l
D.OD. .| 415 O0|Ditto . . . . o« .« « .« . 129
R.R. . .] 1 0 0] Liberated by Magistrates . . . . 11
D. O'D- ° l l 0 Libem‘ed by the len . . ° . 137
M.M. . .| 019 0| Liberated by Magistrates . . . . 33
WG « .1/ 1 0 0|Ditte . . . ¢« o+ o « « & 38
T. R. - . 0 19 0 Paid . . . . . . . . - .. 97
R.H. . .| 019 6 | Liberated by Secretary of State . . 98
JC. . .] 018 O0|Paid. . o . « o o . o 57 -
Ww. H. . - 8 0 O | Liberated by Magiltl’ltes . e o " o 78
D.O'D. .| 1 8 0] Liberated by the Queen . . . . 97
R. B. . ) 1 00 Plid . . . . . . . 3 . . 57
Ro C. . . 0 18 4&] Dit‘o L . . . . . . [ . 1
JM. . .| 1 2 6| Liberated by Magistrates . . . . 5
Jc Bv L] L) 0 s o Ditto L3 . . L] L d L] . . . lo
W.B.. .| 0 510{Paids . . . . . . o . . 28
T.H. . .| 611 4| Liberated bythe Queen . . . . 244
Ww. V.. . 013 384 Paid. . . o o . o ® - . 24
J. S. . . 0 2 8 Ditto . . . . . . . - . 1
W.P. . .| 0 8 0] Liberated by Magistrates . . . . 1
JJD. ¢« ./ 0 211 |Paide . & . &+ o ¢ o o . 1

DebtorsfromCourts At page 45, under the head of Debtors from Courts of Requests in Lancaster

of Requests. Castle, will be found some extraordinary facts connected with these Courts, and
showing the necessity of Legislative interference for the protection of both debtor
and creditor.

Juvenile Delin- ‘T have most particularly to solicit your Lordship’s attention to the portion of

uency in larg this Report, page 121, which refers to the subject of juvenile delinquency at Liver-

owan pool, and to tﬁe remarkable testimony it contains of the serious consetiluences. arising

from the low and debasing character of the public amusements which are provided

for the entertainment of the humbler classes, and particularly for those of younger

ears. I cannot too strongly recommend the extension of the powers of the lée -

tropolitan Police Act to towns containing a large population, whereby some control
may be exercised over these sources of corruption.

I have the honour to be, my Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient humble servant,

WILLIAM JOHN WILLIAMS,
Inspector of Prisons.




1

REPORTS ON SEPARATE PRISONS.

IL

NORTHERN AND

EasterN DisTRICT.

CHESHIRE.
— Reports on
Separate Prisons.

: . CHESTER CASTLE—County GaoL. Promrr il

Tnis gaol was inspected on the 27th of October and subsequent days. I annex a return Ch‘ tra.
of the number, description, and classification of the prisoners’then confied there. : Counte; &:Ol-

A Rerorn of all the CriuINAL PrisoNERs in CHESTER CasTLE On the 27th of October, 1840. °
¢ For TriaL.

‘;nnber. " Name. Age. Offence. Statence. How Employed. Co;;nitted

ore.

1 {R.J. .| 28 | An unnatural crime with | For trial at the .spring assizes, | Picking wool . | Never.

» an ass. 1841. ‘
2 | AW 39 | Attempting to poison her Ditto. Sewing . « | Ditto.
) husband. .

3 |J.W. .| 21 | Coining base money . . Ditto. Picking wool . | Ditto.

4 | W.C. .|.12 | Uttering base coin . " . Ditto. - Ditto. Ditto.

5 |J.W. .| 20 | Stealing from the person . Ditto. Weaving . . | Once.

6 |J.A. .| 28 | An unnatural crime with Ditto. Picking wool . | Never.

an ass,

7 1J3.J. .| 20 |Buglary . . . . . Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.

8 |J.B. .| 23 | Highwayrobbery . . . Ditto. Weaving . . | Ditto.

9 |T.H. .| 21 | Poaching,armed . . . Ditto. . Winding . . | Ditto.
10 |J.S.. .] 50 Ditto. Ditto. Weaving . . | Once.
11 |I.C.. ..| 85 | Manslaughter. . . . Bitto. | Picking wool . | Never.
12 |B.M. .| 18 |Murder . . . . . Ditto. Not employed . | Ditto.
13 |S.W. .| 2 |[Burglary . . . . . Ditto. Winding . . | Ditto.
14 | J.W. .| 25 | Sheepstealing . . . Ditto. Picking wool . | Ditto.
15 | J.P.. .| 21 | Burglary . . e Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. -
16 | NNR. .| 26 | Manslaughter . . . . Ditto. Ditto. Once.
17 |G.T. .| 28 | Poaching,armed . . . Ditto. Ditto. * | Never.
18 |[R.C.. .| 16 |[Burglary . . . . . Ditto. Weaving . . | Ditto.
19 |J.M. .| 20 [ Poaching,armed . . . Ditto. Picking wool . | Ditto.
20 | W.J.ses- | .. | Stealingiron . . . . | For trial at the sessions at Ditto. Ditto.

sions, o Knutsford.
21 {|D.L. .| .. |{ Stealingiron . . . . Ditto, Ditto. Ditto.
22 |'D.S. ¢ |-:.. | Stealing porter. . . Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
23 {J.B. .| .. | Assault with intent to Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
ravish.
ConvICTED MISDEMEANANTS.
1 |D.H. .| 23 | Riotand assault . . Chester sessions, December 30, | Picking wool . | Never,
) 18839.—14 calendar months,
. hard labour.
2 {P.M. .| 2 Ditto. Chester sessions, December 30, Ditto. Ditto.
1839.—12 calendar months,
hard labour.
8 | W.L. .| 22 | Usingthreateninglanguage | Summary. —To find sureties, Ditto. Once.
himselfin 20/. and two in 104.,
or be imprisoned 12 calendar
X months. . =
4 |JM .| 2 |Assault . . . o . |Autumnassizes,1840.—6calen- | Weaving . . | Never.
: i dar months.
5 |I.W. . 80 | Assault, with intent to | Koutsford sessions, August 10, | Winding . . | Ditto.
R : ravish.. 1840.——18 calendar months,
hard labour.
6 |J.J. .| 8 |Poaching . . . . .| Summary—Pay a fine of 2/. { Cook . . . | Three times.
18a.,0r imprisoned 2 calendar
' ) months, hard labour. .
7 | T.P. .| 82 | Obtaining money by false | Kuutsford sessions, October 19, ®icking wool . | Once.
Pretences.. 1840.—6 calendar. months,
hard labour.
8 |W.M. .| 18 Ditto. Chester sessions, March 23, | Winding . . | Never.
1840.—9 calendar months,
hard labour.
9 | P.L. .| 28 | Assault, with intent to | Knutsford sessions, October 19, | Picking wool . | Ditto.
ravish, 1840.—12 calendar months,
hard labour.
(2] B




2 SIXTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS OF
Return of all the Criminal Prisoners, &c.—continued.
umber| Name. Age. Offence. Sentence. How Employed. Committed
before.
10 | J.L.. .| 68 | Assault, with intent to | Knutsford sessions, October 19, | Nearly blind, not | Never.
ravish. 1840.—12 calendar months, able to work.
hard labour.
nn jJ.S. .| 2 | Poaching « . . . .| Summary.—3 calendar monthg, | Making clogs Ditto.
hard labour, and find sureties,
himself in 10/. and two in 5/,
12 | J.F..-.| 21 | Stealingferrets . . . | Summary—12calendarmonths, | Weaving + | Seven times.
hard labour. '
13 |J.J.. .| 29 |Poaching « . . . .| Summary—Fined 10/, or im- | Picking wool . | Once.
prisoned 6 months.
14 |J.F. .}] 21 |Assault . « . . .| Summary.—2 calendar months, Ditto. Ditto.
or pay 1/. 10s. 6d.
15 | E.B. .| 19 | Let the water from a lock. | Summary.—Fined 2/. 15s., or Ditto. . Never.
imprisoned 1 calendar month.
16 |J.W. .| 21 |[Assaullk . . . . . | Summary.—12calendarmonths, Ditto. Ditto.
or find sureties, himself in
20/. and two in 10/. each.
17 | M.C. .| 28 |Riot . . . . « | Sessious, December 30, 1839.— | Hospital nurse . | Ditto.
12 calendar months and hard
. . labour.
18 |T.L. .| 19 | Desertion . . . . .| Court martial—14 days soli- | Solitary confine- | Ditto.
tary. , ment, not employed
19 | B.M. .| 28 | Leavingher childina field, | Autumn assizes, 1840.—12 ca- | Sewing . . . | Ditto.
and deserting it. lendar months.
ConvicTep FeLoNs sErviNG TiME AND TRANSPORTS.
1 |J.B. ] 27 | Stealingmutton . . . | Chester sessions, December30, | Weaving . . | Once.
1839.—12 calendar months,
hard labour.
2 | D.B. . 17 | Stealing a loaf, &c. . . | Knutsford sessions, January 1, Ditto. Never.
1840.—12 calendar months,
hard labour.
3 |J.B. .{ 19 Ditto. Ditto ditto. Ditto. Once.
4 | W.T. .| 85 | Stealing a jacket . . . | Knutsford sessions, October 19, | Picking wool . | Ditto.
1840.—6 calendar months,
hard labour.
5 | E.M. .| 18 | Stealing braces . . Ditto ditto. Lame, in the hos- | Ditto.
pital. :
6 |G.R. .| 24 | Stealingmoney . . . | Knutsford sessions, October 19, | Winding . . | Never.
1840.—12 calendar months,
hard labour.
7 |D A, 54 | Stealing prayer-books. . Ditto ditto. Picking wool . | Once for sa-
alias B. crilege, in
the name of
D. B.
8 |T.S. .| 43 | Stealing from the person . Ditto ditto. Tailoring . . | Never.
9 |T.M. .| 27 | Stealing bread, &. . . Ditto ditto. Picking wool . | Ditto.
10 | R.C. .| 36 | Stealingmoney . . . Ditto ditto. Winding . . | Four times.
11 |AO. .| 27 |Bigamy . . . . .| Autumn assizes, August 15, | Washing. . . | Never.
1840.—3 calendar months,
hard labour.
TRANSPORTS :
1 |S.A. .| 17 | Housebreaking . . . | Aotamn assizes, August 15, | Picking wool . [Never.
1640.—Transported 10 years.
2 |A.E. .| 17 | Stealingawatch . . . Ditto ditto. Ditto.’ Ditto.
3 |P.H. .| 87 | Stealingahorse . . . Ditto ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
4 |G.S. . 19} Breaking into a counting- A“m:':;ﬁ'z?’ 1840.—Trans- Ditto. Twice.
5 |J.H. .| 23 house, and stealing money. || P° le)itt'o ) m.ditto Ditto. Ditto.
6 |J.H. .| 85 | Stealing wearing apparel , | Knutsford sessions, March 29, | Paralysed . . | Ditto.
1839.—Trausported 7 years.
7 |H.P. .| 28. | Stealingbrandy . . . | Antumn assizes, 1840.—Trans- | Picking wool . | Never.
ported 10 years.
8 | D.W. .| 40 | Stealingsilk o . o . | Spring assizes, 1840.—Trans- | Bad leg, in the | Ditto.
ported 10 years. hospital.
9 | M.G. .| 43 | Receiving stolen goods Knutsford sessions, October 17, | Washing . | Ditto.
: 1836.—Transported 14 years.
10 |H.F. .| 22 | Stealing boots. . . . | Knutsford sessions, March 26, | Picking wool . | Twice.
1838.—Transported 7 years.

Numbers 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, and 7 removed to Chatham.




PRISONS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

Return of all the Criminal Priaonérs, &c.—conlinued.

For PoritTrcarL OFFENCES.

visit. On gointg through the debtors’ wards, I found the old and illegal practice of garnish and

chaunting in the new comers, still in existence.

Emnber. Name. Age. Offence. Sentence. How Employed. Commuhﬁ;.
.1 | J.R.8.. | 84 | Using seditious language .| Autumn assizes, 1839.—18 ca- | Not employed . | Never.
lendar mouths, and find sure-
ties, himself in 500.. and two
. in 250/. each.
2 |J M. .| 27 | Conspiracy. « . . . | Autumn assizes, 1839.—18 ca- | Ditto. Ditto.
lendar months, and find sure-
* ties, hinself in 500{. and two
‘ in 100L. each.
3 T.H. . 35 Ditto. Ditto ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
4 |C.D 26 Ditto. Ditto ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
5 |G T .| 438 Ditte. Spring assizes, 1840.—12 ca- Ditto. Ditto.
Jendar months, and find sure-
ties, himself in 100. and two
in 50L. each.
6 |LA. .| 2 Ditto. Ditto ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
7 {I.B. .| 55 Ditto. Ditto ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
8 |G. W, ., 26 Ditto. Ditto ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
9 |LJ. .| 86 | Using seditious words. . | 12 calendar months, and find Ditto. Ditto.
sureties, himself in 200/, and
two in 100/. each.
10 {T.H. .| 8 | Conspiracy- « o . .| 12 calendar months, and find Ditto. Ditto.
sureties, himself in 100/, and
two in 50/. each.
1 |J.L .| 32 Ditto. Ditto ditto. Ditto. Ditto,
12 {J.B. . 28 Ditto. ' , Ditto ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
18 |J.D. . 39 Ditto. Ditto ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
14 |J.W. .| 80 Ditto. Ditto ditto. Ditto. Ditto,
15 | W.B. | 56 I Sedition . . . . .| 16calendar months. . . . Ditto. Ditto.
CrassivicaTIoN.—38 Classes before Trial.
1 Class of Political Offenders.
1 Class Convicted and Sentenced to Hard Labour.
1 Class Convicted and not Sentenced to Hard Labour.
1 Class for want of Sureties, &c.
The prisoners all sleeping in separate cells.
Every part of the establishment was unexceptionably clean and neat at the period of my
II.

NORTHERN AND

A complaint was made to me by a criminal prisoner, of being illegally detained in custody, Easteew Disrricr.

he stating that he had, in the first instance, been committed for trial at the sessions, and,
after a lapse of some days, was called up by the keeper, and told that he had been summarily
convicted and adjudged to 12 months’ imprisonment. After due inquiry his case was referred
by me to the Secretary of State, who directed his discharge.

He alth~—Under the head of health, the surgeon states that since the last inspection, there
has been no epidemic in the prison, but that a considerable number of cases of diarrhasa
ocourred in the gaol, precisely at the same time that this disorder was prevalent in the city,
which could only be attributeg to atmospheric causes. Among the deaths, is one by suicide,
a female, of most violent character, who refused for a long time to leave her cell, although every
endeavour was made to induce her to do 20; she was under sentence of transportation, and
had a most marked dread of leaving the country. The surgeon does not comply with the
provisions of the Gaol Act, and examine the prisoners before they are classed, nor see every
prisoner twice during the week. He says, « ,i'hat if when prisoners come in there is any
reason to suspect them of having any cutaneous infectious disease, they are put on one
side, and I examine them.” The surgeon is always present at the infliction of corporal
punishment,

REeTurN of Prisoners under Mepicar TreaTMENT, October 27th, 1840.

Nawmes. Diseases. .

1. D.W. . .| Diseased bones of the leg, with ulcers.
2.T.H. . .| Itch
3. G. H. . . | Diarrhcea."

B2

Reports on
Separate Prisons.
Cheshire,
Chester
County Gaol.
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Rerurn of DeaTus from October 1839 to October 1840,

Names. ] Le".‘ftph 9!"1..‘imo Date of Decease. Disease.
1. J. S., a crown debtor . | 61.days . | January 27,1839 . {D"gg‘:ge 4 ‘l’if,l:i“d“‘ on
2. F. G, transport . . | 115days . | February 8,1839 . | Typhus Fever.
3. H.H. ditto . . . |248days . | April 4,1839 . . | Phthisis Pulmonalis.
4. 8. F. ditto . . . |668days . | August 15,1839 . | Ditto.
5. J. W., a convicted felon | 216 days . | October 1, 1839 « | Typhus Fever.
6B H . . . . .|782days . | August28,1840 . | Hung herself. .

v —

Moral and Religious Instruction.—The chaplain states :—

¢ Since the inspector’s last visit, my salary has been increased to 200/. per annum, and I have
given up my school. I now read prayers daily, then go through the prison, and visit any prisoner
who may be in solitary confinement. I attend the hospital, see the prisoners privately, and lecture to
them when assembled in the school, and examine into the progress made by them there. The sacra-
ment has been administered. I have the entire superintendence of the school, the schoolmaster is an
efficient officer ; the prisoners are not instructed in writing, there is, however, an exception to this rule
in the instance of a male prisoner under sentence of transportation, but returned in consequence of ill
health, who has, with the sanction of the magistrates, been allowed writing materials, and who has
improved himself very cousiderably. The matron reads prayers to and instructs the female prisoners ;
T also visit and read to them; I do not administer the sacrament without proper caution; I think
the prisoners may, perhaps, pay me more attention before trial than after, with the view of getting
me to intercede for them with the authorities.”

The chaplain’s journal contains no observations, as required by the Gaol Act, but is re-
stricted to entries made in the following form :—

¢ October 1st, visited. October 2nd, Prayers,” .

I proceeded in company with the schoolmaster to examine the progress made by the
prisoners in the school. .

Ezamination,

J. H., age 17, been'in prison five months ; could not read when he came ‘in, 'but knew his
letters ; appears to be very dull, and to have made little or no progress ; could rot tell me who
was his Saviour.

D. P, age 18, never at school, but could tell his letters when he came in; been 10 months in
prison ; read a portion from the New Testament tolerably well, and appears to understand
what he reads.

D. H., Irishman ; convicted of riot; 14 months in prison, never at school ; could not read
when be came in; reads now pretty well.

P. M., Irishman ; 12 months in prison; could not read when he came in; now reads well
and answers questions correctly.

J. B., age 20, was three months previously in the New Bailey, Salford; been in Chester
gaol 10 months ; could read words when he came in; has made considerable progress, and
appears to take much interest in the instruction afforded him. ,

very class of prisoners enjoys the advantage of the schoolmaster’s attention, the convicted
and untried are attended separately. ’

‘The chaplain has, with the sanction of the magistrates, established a library for the use of
the crown prisoners, and I cannot too strongly recommend its extension for the use of the debtors,
by adding to the accompanying catalogue works of a lighter nature, but still of confirmed

moral tendency.

A Catalogue of Books in the Library of Chester Castle.

1. Abbott's Young Christian. 24. Dairyman’'s Daughter.
" 2. Abbadie, on the Deity of Christ. 25. Doddridge’s Rise and Progress.
8. Adam’s Private Thoughts. 26. Keith's Evidence of Prophecy.
4. Allcine’s Alarm. 27, President Edwards’ History of Redemption.
6. Anecdotes on Providence. 28, Burder, on Early Piety.
, 6. James’ Anxious Inquirer. 29. Bolton’s Four Last Things.
7. Baxter’s Saint's Rest. 80. Scott’s Force of Truth.
8. Dying thoughts. 81. Saint Indeed, by Flavel.
9. Call to Unconverted. 32. Gospel Worthy of Acceptation.
10. Converse with God. 83. Sermons on Sickness, &c.
11. Bedell's Is it Well. 34. Visit to the House of Mourning.
12. Bible its own Witness. 85. Geography of the New Testament,
13. Stretch’s Beauties of History. 86. Guide for Young Disciples.
14. Bogue’s Essay on New Testament. 87. Baxter's Guide to Heaven,
15. Burroughs, on Christian Contentment. 88. Homilies of the Church.
16. Jones’ Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity. 89. Bishop Horne’s Commentary.
17. Charnock, on Christ Crucified. 40. Burkett’s .Help and Guide to Christian
18. Considerations for Young Men. Families.
19. Lewis’ Christian Characteristics. 41. Communion with God. '
20. Crawford’s Dying Thoughts. 42. Bishop Hall's Select Works.
21. Christian Discretion. 43. Delighting in God.—J. Howe.
22. Treatise of Afflictions. 44. Heaven Opened.—Alleine.
23. Companion to the Bible. 45. Bishop Hopkins on the Lord’s Prayer.
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103.
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118.
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. Bishop Hopkins on the Covenants.

. Humility. ..
. Journeys of the Israelites. R

. Judges of Israel.

. Crossman's Introduction to the Christian

Religion.

. Lavmgton s Addresses.

Sacramental Meduatlons

. Lives of Eminent Christians.

Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto
Ditto

. Life of Baxter.

Doddridge. N
Bishop Hall. .

. Lives of Hale and Hammond.
. Walton’s Lives.

Life of the Earl of Rochester.
Narratives for the Young.

. Manners of the Jews.

. Life of Stevens.—Judge Park.
. Scripture Types.

. New Manual of Devotions.

Nelson’s Festivals.

. Dr. Owen on Indwelling Sin.
. Parables Explained.

. Parental Care,

. Nelson’s Practice of Devotion.
. Penitent’s Prayer.

. Pleasures of Religion.

. Pilgrim’s Progress.

. Pious Parishioner.

. Pike’s Early Piety.

. Repentance Explained.

. Rejoicing in the Lord Jesus.

Religion and Eternal Life.

. Christian Remembrancer.

. Scripture Illustrations.

. Bishop Beveridge’s Sermons.
. Binning’s Sermons.

Burder’s Cottage Sermons.

. Edwards’s Sermons.

Slade’s Explanation of the Psalms.

. Sturm’s Reflections.

Bishop Tomline’s Introduction to the Bible.
Prisoner’s Manual.

. The Patriarchs.
. Three Weeks in Palestine.
. The Two Apprentices.

Tracts.
Ditto. \

. Ditto.
. Thoruton on Early Piety.
. Walker’s Practical Christianity.

Dr. West on the Atonement.

.. Wilberforce’s Practical View.

Bishop Wilson on the Lord’s Supper.
An Awakening Call.

Christian Prudeuce.

Sir M. Hale on Christ crucified.
Sinfulness and Cure of Thoughts.
Eyeing of Eternity.

The Example of Christ.

Friendly Advice to Parents.
Meditations on the Life and Death of Christ.
Accounts of Pious Persons.
Providence and Grace.

Parental Duties.

Bishop Beveridge's Resolutions.
Waste not, Want not.

Word in Seasoan.

115.
116.
117.
118.

119.

{ 120,

121.
122,
128.
124.
125.
126.

4 127.
| 128. :
| 129.

130.
131.

132.
133.
134.
185.
136.
137.
138.
189.
140.
141.
142.
143.
144.
145.
146.
147.
148.

149,
150.
151.
152,

158.

154,
155.

156.

157.
158.

159.

160.
161.
162,
168,
164.
165.
166.
167.
168.
169.
170.
171,
172.
178.
174.
175.
176.

177.
178. De
179.
180.

Awful Case of Drunkards.
New Christmas Tract.
Tract for Good Friday.
Onesimus ; or, The Runaway Servant Con-
verted.
Hints on the Religious Education of Children.
Bishop Davys on Confirmation.
Bishop Bloomfield’s Manual.
Friendly Visit to the House of Mourmng.
History of Mr. Fantom.
Faith and Duty of a Christian.
Joseph in Prison.
Caution to Profane Swearers.
Honmily, of the Salvation of Man.
Christian Love and Charity.
Bnhop Davys on the Catechism.
Joseph and his Brethren.
How to Discern whether we have the Spirit
of Christ.
Noah's Flood.
General Resurrection.
Homily against Idleness.
Joseph Delivered out of Prison.
Daniel in the Lion’s Den.
The Judgment Day.
Thoughts on the New Year.
Parley the Porter.
Explanation of the Commandments.
Law’s Serious Call.
Tom White the Postillion.
Shepherd of Salisbury Plain.
Homily on Good Works.
Repentance.
————— Good Friday.
The Two Shoemakers.
Contending for the Faith.
Homily on the Resurrection of Christ.
Black Giles the Poacher.
The Lancashire Collier Girl.
Homily against Swearing.
Homily, Exhortation to the Reading of the
Bible.
The Touchstone.
A Tract against Lying.
The Harvest Home.
Homily of the Misery of Man.
Look at Home.
Right Employment of the Sabbath.
Remembering our Creator.
The Sunday School.
Divine Obligation of the Christian Sabbath.
Bishop Beveridge’s Resolutions.
The Friendly Visitor.
Scripture Dictionary.
The Launch.
The Cripple of the Railroad.
A Penny Saved is a Penny got.
A Tract on Observaunce ot the Sabbath.
A Colliery Tale.
Loss of the Kent.
Friendly Advice.
The Day of Adversity.
Cottage Readings
Cottager’s Religious Meditations.
Man created and renewed in the Image of
God.
The Young Churchman Armed. .
of Repentance.
The {Vay to Peace,
Cottage Conversations.

Catalogue of Books Jor the use of Debtors in Chester Castle.

1. Voyage to the South Sea
2. Voyages and Travels .
8. Voyages and Travels .
4. Voyages and Travels .
5. Voyages and Travels .
6. Voyages and Travels .

e« o 4 o o o

By whom presented.
J. Fielding, Esq.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
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6 SIXTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS OF
By whom presented.

7. A Collection of Poems . . . . . The Chaplain.
8. A Collection of Poems . . . . . Ditto.
9. A Collection of Poems . . . . . Ditto.
10. A Collection of Poems . . . . . Ditto.
11. A Collection of Poems . . ., . . Ditto.
12. A Collection of Poems . . . . . Ditto.
18. The Spectator . . « . . . . Ditto.
l‘- The Spectalol' . . . . . . - Ditw.
15. The Spectator . . . « . . . Ditto.
16. The Spectator . . . . . . . Ditto.
17. The Spectator . « . « . . . Ditto.
18- The Spectﬂtor . . . . . . Ditto.
19. The Spectator . . . . . , . Ditto.
20. History of Greece . ., . . . .° Ditto.
21. Miscellanies . . . . . . . . Ditto.
22. Essay on the Theology of the Ancients Ditto.

Labour, Expenditure, &c~The employment of the prisoners-consists in picking wool or
oakum, shoemaking, clogging, tailoring, and occasionally weaving cotton. The prisoners
work for the officers at shoemakinﬁland tailoring, and are charged at the trade price.

The washing of the governor of the prison is done by the female prisoners, but paid for by
him. I examined the prison books. The entries in the governor’s journal are not made by
himself, but by the chief turnkey, which I am of opinion is contrary to the statute.

Extract.

¢ August 23, 1840.—In consequence of a complaint from the Chartist prisoners in No. 2 ward on
the subject of the bread, the loaves sent by the prisoners were immediately sent to the surgeon for his
opinion, who pronounced the bread good and wholesome.

¢ October 4.—Sunday. Chaplain attended. B. P.and L. I., transports, broke their window-
frames; and in consequence of being locked up for disorderly conduct in the work-room, from the
mutinous spirit displayed, it was necessary to put them in dark cells, which could not be done in
’s case without blows being administered to him, he having put himself in an offensive
position, arming himself with his hard brush, threatening to strike me. Notices sent to magistrates.”

Exrenses of the County Gaal at Chester, year ending September, 1840.

£ s d

Total cost of prison diet . . . . . . . . 650 14 0
» male and female clothing ~ . . . . . 58 17 6
» bedding . . . . .+ . . . 311310
» straw .« . ¢ e e e e . . 26 13 6
» extra allowance by order of surgeon . . - 2519 4
" wine,beer,and porter . . . . . .’ 615 7
. fael . . .« « . . .« .« . 246 5 6
» 80D .+ e+ 4 e e e . 2619 6
s candles,oil,andgas . . . . . ., 106 1 0
s stationery and printing. . . . . . 65 1 0
” books . e e e . PO . 21 7 6

» rates and taxes . . . . ., . . 27 4 4}
. officers’ salaries . . . . - . . 1,24218 0

» removal of prisoners to take their trials at assizes
and sessions, or to undergo their sentences in

otherprisons . . . . . . . 8715 0

s removal of transported convicts . . . . 227 10 0
» Sundries . e L 32315 8

3,175 11 8}

Receipts . .« . . . e e e e e 180 17 4

Actoal cost tothecounty . ., . . . . . £2,99413 114

I find upon inquiry that several of the officers receive their salaries weekly from the
overnor, and others from the treasurer, every three months. There appears to be no reason

or this diversity, and I recommend that it should be discontinued, and that the treasurer

personally discharge all salaries and bills quarterly. The consequence of this being left in
the hands of the governor invariably leads to &)ecuniary advances and running accounts, two
evils of which I cannot too strongly recommend the avoidance.

Prisoners for Political Offences.

At the period of my visit 15 prisoners were underﬁoing their sentences of imprisonment for
the political offences of conspiracy and sedition. Their treatment necessarily interfered with
the usual routine of the discipline, and I regret to be obliged to notice irregularities both in
the conduct of the prisoners and the officers.

These prisoners were placed in a separate ward with airing yard, sleeping cells, and two
day-rooms, The Rev. Mr. Stephens and Mr. M‘Donnell, by special indulgence, had been
allowed the use of two small rooms during the day belonging to the turnkeys. I find
upon inquiry that the latter individual had, while in the prison, contracted a very con-

.
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siderable degree of intimacy with one of the turnkeys and his family, but more particularl
with his daughter, which became the subject of remark throughout the prison; and thoug
many of the officers were cognizant of it and aware of the impropriety, no steps were taken to
acquaint the governor, who stated himself to have been altogether ignorant of the fact.
Shortly after this person’s liberation the turnkey’s daughter left the prison clandestinely,
having contrived to possess herself of her clothes ; and at the time of my visit her father had
received no intelligence of her whatever, except that she had left Chester in company with the
discharged prisoner. It appeared also in evidence that this turnkey had been frequently in
the habit of intrusting his wife with the keys of the yards to attend upon the prisoners while
he was employed on other duty. Upon my directing the attention of the justices to this
occurrence, directions were given for the discharge of the turnkey. In consequence of some
disagreement among themselves, this class of prisoners were at variance with each other, and
in a scuffle which took place between certain of them one had ‘the misfortune to have his jaw
broken from a blow received by him on the occasion.

The relaxation of the ordinary discipline for this class consisted in allowing them the use
of books, the Times newspaper, to write and receive letters subject to inspection, to see visitors,
and also to introduce articles of food in addition to the prison diet. Many complaints were
made by them to me on the subject of their treatment, particularly their being locked up at
seven o’clock in the evening, their being placed on the dietary of prisoners not at hard labour,
and thereby deprived of anf' allowance of meat, their not having such newspapers as they
might select. Upon my application to the magistrates, supported by the representation of the
surgeon, that it would be proper to place them on the hard labour diet, immediate directions
were given for the issue. I also recommended that the windows in front of their bed-cells
shouls be glazed, which was also directed to be done. I found that the greater portion of
these prisoners absented themselves from divine service, not from any conscientious scruples
but in consequence of their being at variance with each other and their being seated together
in the chapel. An order was made by the magistrates for the attendance of all prisoners,
and I had the satisfaction of seeing them assembled there on the Sabbath, an arrangement
having been made by the governor for placing them, so as to obviate the assigned motives
for their non-attendance.

It appearing that these prisoners were in constant correspondence with individuals similarly
situated in other prisons, and that much dissatisfaction and restlessness was caused by the
interchange of comparisons on their respective treatment, 1 pointed out to the justices the
inconvenience resulting therefrom, and an order was made that such communications should
be discontinued. The chaplain upon being asked if he was in the habit of visiting this class
of prisoners, stated—

*“ When the Chartists first came in, I was on my way to their wards to see if I could be of any use
to them, when ,who was in the day-room of No. 5 at the time, addressed me, before I had time
to speak, in the following manner :—* Is your object in coming here to convert us?> My reply was,
* My object in coming here is to do you good, and, as far as converting goes, to convert people from
error’ Another of the prisoners then raid, ‘I dare say he does not come here to make our
imprisonment worse.” I offered them the loan of the books in the library, but they were anxious to
know if there were any historical works among the number. I have since gone into their yards when
distributing books, and they have occasionally taken them. With the exception of the instance just
related, they have behaved well to me. One individual among the number has received the sacra-
ment.”

Discipline, Observations, &c.—A serious inconvenience results from the hospital yard for
males being so situated as to enable the patients, when walking there, t0 carty on conversation
with the females, which might be obviated by a trifling alteration of the staircase and a
different arrangement of the prisoners. The keeper, upon being asked if he complied with
the Act of Parliament in visiting every part of the prison daily, and inserting in his journal the
cause of any omission, replied that ‘* he did not visit every part of the prison daily, but that
when he did not his brother did for him, and that he made no entry of his omissions in his
journal.” The person alluded to not being arecognised officer of the prison, or employed therein
with the sanction of the justices, his introduction does not appear to me altogether proper, nor
do the governor’s reasons for not complying with this provision of the Gaol Act appear satis-
factory.

I gnex a return of prisoners under sentence of transportation, who have been retained in
Chester castle in consequence of ill health. .

SuraeoN’s RETURN of TRANSPORTS at present in Confinement in Chester Castle.

Names. Ages. Periods. When Tried, and for what. Observations.
MG .| 43 |14 years‘ . {Oc;&l:::; gloeo?iss: for receiving} {N(;) :ts‘:r;v:;y she may not
HF. .| 22 7 years March 1838, stealing boots . {H?leign&f::;'}?:eﬁﬁtz’:xe:_
JH. .| 35 7 years . {Man:::a:j.%, stealing wearing } Paralytic.
D.W. .| 40 |10 years {Sp:;ilf Assizes, 1840, stenling‘} {Ul;ei:; (c’i'ils::s:dle%:):: ';m:::::
. likely to be fit for removal.

4

.

IL

NORTHERN AND
EastErn Disrricr.

Reports on
Separate Prisons.

Ch:a;"re.
Chester
County Gaol.

A



II.
NORTHERN AND

EasterN DistrICT.

Reports on
Separate Prisons..

Cheshire.
Knutsford County

House of
Correction.

8 SIXTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS OF

KNUTSFORD—County House oF CORRECTION. '
MorNiNG Rerort of Prisoners in Custody on the day of Inspection, 4th November, 1840.

Males. Females. | Children.
FelonsConvieted . . . « ¢« o . ¢ ¢ o o o 155 42 .o
FelonsforTrial ., . . , . . e s+ e o o s e 8 5 .e
Forthe Assizes . . .« ¢« . « « « « o « o o . .o .o .
Misdemeanants Convicted, Hard Labour . . . . . . . 98 13 .o
.Misdemeanants Convicted, not Hard Labour . . . . . . 23 6 .o
Misdemeanants for Trial. « « ¢« ¢« ¢ o ¢ o o« . . ee " .o
For Re-examination . . .« « « . ¢ &+ o « « o . . .o
Children of Prisoners e e e e e e e e e e .e .e 5
Felons on Bail, for Trial 1.—Misdemeanants, none.
Total . . . . 279 66 5

Received 2, and discharged 2.
Locked up 345.

Disposas aT Nianr,
86 Cells, 8 in each contained . . . . . 258

74 Cells, 1 in each contained . . . . . 74
—_— In Hospital « . . « . 18
*160 : —
_— Total ] ] ] . . 345

* Twenty-two of this number are solitary cells, but in consequence of the crowded state of the Gaol, are used
for sleeping.

Every part of this prison, although crowded in the extreme, was in the most perfect degree
of order and cleanliness at the period of my inspection,

Since my last visit several additional buildings have been erected, increasing the accommodation
and extending the classification of the prisoners while at labour, comprising No. 1. A weavi
room for convicted misdemeanants, 60 feet long, 12} feet wide, 12 feet high, lighted and ven-
tilated by windows at each end, and three windows on each side, and heated by hot-water
wparatus. Number 2. Weaving room, 65 feet long, 21 feet wide, 13 feet high. Number 3.

eaving room, 65 feet long, 21 feet wide, 12 feet high, also heated by hot water. A line of
buildings has also been erected, adjoining the wards for the women, which are appropriated to
washing and drying rooms, and apartments for the female turnkeys; they have also the addi-
tional advantage of effectually secluding this part of the establishment. Independently of these
additions already completed, a new wing is in course of erection, which will contain 100 cells,
each 7 feet by {3 feet, and 10 feet high. They will be heated by hot water, and be provided
with flues for the supply and discharge of fresh and foul air. Two rooms are to be appropriated
for the new class of misdemeanants required by the statute, but I have great doubts whether
the presence of such a description of prisoners in this house of correction would not materially
interfere with the present discipline, and I do not consider the accommodation pointed out to
me as altogether sufficient, and am of opinion it would be much preferable, that any cases
of this description should be sent to Chester castle.

Health.—Upon visiting the hospital I found two insane prisoners therein ; their cases are thus
stated by the surgeon :— : )

¢ Number 1.—J. W., for trial ; he is bordering on insanity, and at one time was insane. He is
imbecile, but certainly not insane at this fhoment. 1 wrote to his friends to say that his confinement
here had increased the disturbed state of his mind, and that if prolonged, I had very little doubt he
would become insane. He is a great inconvenience in the hospital, but in his state.of mind it would
be dangerous to treat him as an ordinary prisoner. He is of the highest respectability as regards
connexions.

“ Number 2—W. H., from Nantwich workhouse, for absenting himself therefrom.. He is quite
idiotic, and is not in a state to be able to discriminate. We have such cases over and over again from
the workhouses. He is neither violent nor mischievous; he is in a precarious state of health ; he is
dropsical with anasarcous legs. He cannot take the prison diet; his stomach rejects substantial food.
He is. placed in the hospital more from motives of charity than from actual disease.”

Under the head of health the surgeon states :—

¢ There has been no epidemic in the prison these last two years. * The general habit of theprisoners
is still to looseness, but does not extend to diarrhcea, as was the case formerly, which I attribute to the
changing of the bread of an inferior quality for the best wheaten. The duties of the medical attendant
are executed in the following manner :—My assistant, who is a regularly qualified surgeon, attends
daily at 10 o’clock ; he sees every prisoner; if-he meets with any cases of disease or of requirin
additional food, he either orders them at once into the hospital, or directs them to attend there at half-
past 7 the following morning, at which I am iuvariably present, and see all the patients in the hospital,
and any that may be reported sick the day previous. Prisoners in solitary confinement are seen
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daily, and either myself or assistant is always present at the infliction of corporal punishment. This
punishment is severe ; ordinarily four dozen lashes are inflicted. The prisoners are always under
treatment afterwards. The discipline is as little injurious to the health of the prisoners as possible.
There has been a great improvement in consequence of the reduction of the length of sentences. I
consider the diet to be quite sufficient ; asgood as can be desired. No person is allowed to administer
medicine except under my direction.”

The surgeon’s journal is conveniently arranged under the following heads :—Date—name—
disease—treatment and medicine—extra diet—slight indisposition—hospital cases—adults—
juvenile—deaths. A very simple and itis stated efficacious method of treating the itch by means
of a sulphur vapour bath has been lately resorted to in this prison. The machine consists of a
wooden box made air-tight, in which the person to be treated is placed upon a moveable
wooden grating which is elevated or depressed according to his height ; the top of the machine
is provided with an aperture for the head, round which is affixed a stout linen or woollen
collar, which is drawn close round the neck so as effectually to prevent the escape of the vapour.
To the lower part of the machine is attached a drawer in whicg on an iron plate the vapour is
produced by placing the sulphur on a few live coals and closing the drawer after the patient has
been placed in the upper part. The surgeon states:—

¢ I approve of the machine for destroying theitch. I do not think there would be danger under
any circumstances. The prisoners are kept in the itch ward until we ascertain that it does not again
break out, and after a few days’ probation are turned into their yards, for by experience we find it
does not break out again. 'I'he great value of it is, that it has entirely put a stop to the common
practice of the prisoners inoculating themselves with the itch, the temptation of lying idle in bed being
so great. They have been detected and punished for it.”

Since my visit to this house of correction I regret to state that a prisoner died almost imme-
diately after coming out of the sulphur bath, under the following circumstances as communicated
to me by the keeper.

Extract of a letter from the Keeper of the House of Correction at Knutsford, dated |
April 9, 1841.

““ As a prisoner died here on the 15th of last month under very peculiar circumstances, I think it
my duty to forward to you a copy of the surgeon and chaplain’s report on the subject, made to the
visiting justices, and to state with their report I quite agree. The sulphur box has however been
continued without any alteration whatever, and without the least complaint or injurious effect. It is
my intention to make a new one not so tall, and constructed so that the patient can sit all the time
he is in, and to have a valve, so that the vapour may be discharged before he comes out.”

Report of the Surgeon of the House of Correction at Knutsford, upon the circumstances
attending the death of Jokn Entuisle, a prisoner.

¢ March 20, 1841.—1I take the liberty of troubling the visiting justices with a few remarks in refer-
ence to the death of John Entwisle, on whose body an inquest was held in the gaol on Wednesday
last. Entwisle applied on Monday last for permission to go into the sulphur bath, which was granted
to him, and he went in on the afternoon of that day with a man named Brown. After remaining in a
short time, they both complained of heat, particularly Entwisle, and he became so urgent in his request
to be taken out of the bath, that at the end of 20 minutes, the hospital nurse opened the door, and
allowed them to leave it. They both walked into the engine-room, where they had taken off their
clothes, and sat down on the bed ; afler a short time Entwisle complained that he felt unwell, and
asked for some water, which was given to him. In about ten minutes from the time of their leaving
the bath, the hospital nurse desired Entwisle, who was still undressed, to get his clothes on, that they
might go down to their respective yards, he promised to do so, and requested Brown to assist him as
he still felt unwell. In a short time Brown gave an alarm that Entwisle was dying, and before any
assistance could be had, he had expired. This statement I heard principally from Brown a very short
time after the occurrence, and it was confirmed by the hospital nurse and others.. Brown at this
same time stated that the bath felt very hot, but that he was quite well after he got out, and then felt
no inconvenience from having been in it. I examined the body on the following day, and found no
evidence of previous disease; a gorged state of the lungs being the only appearance that could lead
to a surmise as to the cause of his death. In my examination before the coroner I stated that in the
absence of any other apparent cause, I was led to infer that death had ensued from the overloaded
state of the lungs, and that this state might possibly have been produced by the change of temperature
on leaving the bath. As the man died so soon after leaving the bath, and as he was in good health
previously, the natural inference is, that his death was caused by it, but when all the circumstances are
considered, it must, I think,.be clear that he died not because the operation in itself was a dangerous
one, but that either accidentally or constitutionally he was at the same time in a state peculiarly liable
to suffer from its influence. It was proved in evidence, that upwards of 1,200 men had been in it in
about eight months, that the usual quantity of coals and sulphur were used, and that they remained
in the bath less than half the ordinary time. The men generally complain of heat as Entwisle and
Brown did, but I imagine that it is the pungent vapour of the sulphur acting in the abraded and sus-
ceptible parts of the skin that annoys them with the heat, as the coals have lost almost all their
heat before they are put in, and sulphur in combustion evolves less heat than any known substance.
Indeed, it has been proved that the thermometer can scarcely be raised above 100°, when the bath is
closed. It has been proposed to alter the present bath by a door to shut out the vapour below, and an
escape pipe and stop-cock above; this will give the hospital nurse the power of emptying the bath at
gnce, and effectually prevent the possibility of any person in future being seriously inconvenienced

y it.
(Copy.) “R. DEAN, Surgeon.””

“T have great satisfaction in bearing testimony to the report and statement of the surgeon, both
with respect to the efficiency of the bath, the safety of its operation, and also as to the death of
Entwisle being accidental, as no accident has ever happened either before or after. The statement of
Brown who wasin the bath at the same time with Entwisle, is exacily the same he made to me.
(Copy.) “ W. Browne, CChaplain.”

(2]
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1I. It would be much to be regretted, that so apparently useful and convenient a process
Norrugry anp  Should be prejudiced by an unavoidable accident, yet I cannot but most strongly advise that
EasterN DistricT. Very great caution should be exercised in its application. The surgeon’s suggestions for the
Reoorte improvement of the apparatus appear most valuable, and no time should be lost in carrying
Sepa:Et%ﬂf”r?:ons them into effect. I also think that an index thermometer might be attached to it, and written
- " directions should be given by the surgeon both as to the time, degree of heat, and also as to the
Cheshire. propriety of its application, in the case of each individual. I am decidedly of opinion that
Knutsford County the placing of two persons in the bath at the same time should be discontinued, it being liable
é{ous?ot‘ to objection on the score of decency.
orrection.

ReTurN of PrisoNERs in the HospitaL of the Knutsford House of Correction, on the 5th day of ]
November, 1840.

No. Names. Age. Disease, Length of Imprisonment.
1 |P.B.. . .| 40 | Chroniccough . . | Ten months.
2 |T.F.. . . 30 | Fistula . . Three weeks.
8 |J.G. . .| 8 | Scrofula . . . . | Eighteen months.
4 |WJ., . 30 | Fractured leg. . . | Six weeks.
5 | S.R.. . .| 25 | Chronic dispepsia . | Thirty-two months.
6 |W.H. . .| 40 | Idiotic . . . . | Two weeks. )
7 {J.B.. . .| 61 | Chronic rheumatism . | Three weeks.
8 |JW.. . .| 25 [Cough . . . Six months.
9 {J.OB. . .|[|*3 |Idiotic . . . . | Two months.

10 [T.K.. . . 82 | Cough . . . .| Thirteen weeks.

11 s.C.. . . 28 | Carbuncle . . . | Six weeks.

12 |JW.. . . 42 | Weakin mind . . | Ditto.

NunMBER of PrisoNERs on ExTRa DiET in the House of Correction, Knutsford, on the day of inspection,
November 4, 1840.
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Per week.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto. -
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

RerurN of DeATHs of Prisoners in the House of Correction at Knutsford, in the county of Chester, from October 8, 1838,
to October 12, 1840.

No. Names. |Age.| Date of Committal. |Admitted to Hospital. Died. Disease. vvsl:::ne (‘J)gmHt:?t]:; ]
1| D.M. .| 39| Sept. 19, 1838 . | Nov. 27, 1838 . | Dec. 9,1838 . | Diseased brain . . | Bad.
2(J.B. . |25 July2, 1838 Nov. 2, 1838 Dec. 14, 1838 . | Consumption. . . | Ditto.
3|T.N. . |47 | Jaun. 11, 1839 Jan. 15, 1839 . | Jan. 23, 1839 . | Broken constitution . | Ditto,
4|R.S. . |30 ]| Dec.31,1838 . | May 1, 1839 . | May 30,1839 . | Diseased knee-joint . | Ditto.
5({J. R. . |28 | July2 1838 . | May7,1839 . | June?7,1839 . | Consumption. . . | Tolerable.
6|B.S. .| 50| March 25, 1839 | July 2,1839 . | July 17,1839 . [Ditto. . . . . | Ditto.
718.P. .|22]| Dec.20,1839 .| Dec. 20,1839 . | Dec. 29,1839 . | Dysentery . . . | Bad.
8|T.P. . |43 | Dec.80,1839 . | Jan. 3,1840 . | Jan. 19,1840 . | Consumption. . . | Ditto.
9| J.R., . |17 Julyl, 1839 Sept. 17, 1839 . | Feb. 17,1840 . | Ditto . « « .« | Delicate.

10(J.J. . |19 Jan. 25,1840 . | Jan. 25, 1840 Feb. 16,1840 . | Dysentery . . . | Bad.

11| F.C. . |29 | April 83,1839 Oct. 12, 1839 March 24, 1840. | Psoas abscess . . | Delicate.

12| E.M. .| 26| April4,1840 . | April4,1840 . | April 14,1840 . | Dysentery . . . | Bad.

13| T.B. .| 28] Oct. 14,1839 . | March 18,1840. | April 27, 1840 . | Inflammation of lungs | Tolerable.

14 | E.M. . (31| May 15,1840 . | Sept. 12, 1840 . | Sept. 17,1840 . [ Ditto . . . . . | Ditto.
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Moral and Religious Instruction—Since my last visit I have to record the appointment of
a new chaplain, with a salary of 200/. per annum, being an increase of 80l. over the last.
The present chaplain has no other preferment or cure of souls, and resides within a short
distance of the prison. He states the performance of his duty to be as follows :—

T perform two full services with sermons on the Sabbath; I read prayers daily at half-past eight
in the morning, accompanied with an exposition of the Scriptures, which occupies from 20 to 25
minutes. I then go to the school and remain there until 12 o’clock, teaching and superintending for
two hours. From thence I proceed to the hospital, and visit the sick. I see the prisoners in solitary
confinement, and converse with them. After prisoners’ dinuer, I go alternately to the ditferent day-
rooms, and read aloud out of some moral or religious work, and enlarge in a familiar manner upon
the subject of the reading. I visit the female wards twice during the week, and follow the same
method as with the males. The matron undertakes the instruction of the female prisoners, and I
examine into the progress made by them. I administer the sacrament four times a-year. I do not
administer the rite indiscriminately, but first satisfy myself as to the motives and conduct of the can-
didate. I see the prisoners who desire it privately in a room set apart for the purpose. The average
time I spend in the prison is about five hours daily. The untried always attend chapel, but those
prisoners who from the insufficiency of the chapel in size are unable to be present during the
performance of Divine service remain in their day-rooms, and read the Scriptures under the superin-
tendence of officers. I have the superintendence of the school ; the schoolmaster is capable of con-
ducting the school as at present constituted. The general average of those attending school is 40 ;
all boys under 17 attend. A library has been established for the use of the prisoners, the greater
portion of which has been selected from the publications of the Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge. The Roman Catholic priest always attends when required. I have had several Socialists
in the prison, one in particular, a soldier, of the 30th regiment, who openly professed their doctrine.
I have in my possession keys of admission to the female prison.” ‘

Ezxtract from Chaplain’s Journal, April 15, 1840.

¢ Service in chapel. Present, taskmaster, &c., a keeper and matron absent. Visited school, hos-
pital, and solitary cells; read to the females, and baptized four children, one male and three females.
Coroner’s inquest held on Eliza , verdict natural death ; she was committed to prison by H
she was in a deplorable state in the dropsy, and when received here on the 7th, was found lying in
the bottom of the car, and was lifted out of it by the female turnkeys, and supported into the female
yard ; the surgeon’s assistant considered her in a very unfil state to be sent to a prison.

“ June 1.—The chapel being far too small to accommodate the number of prisoners in gaol (368),
the visiting justices have ordered that the prisoners shall be divided in such a way as to attend the
daily service, and also the Sunday services ; that all the prisoners shall attend once on Sunday, and
only every alternate morning. Entered on my duties at 9 A.Mm., left the gaol at a quarter to 5 p.m.

*“ June 24, 1840.—1I beg to call the attention of the magistrates to the crowded state of the chapel,
which is by far too small to contain the number of prisoners committed to this gaol. By the concur-
rence of the visiting justices, nearly 100 prisoners have been kept back from attending the daily
morning service during the week, and on Sunday the same number enjoy only once the privilege
and benefit of attending the services on that day.

¢ Monday, August 2—John W. and John C., two Catholic prisoners, having frequently expressed to
me a desire to renounce the errors of the Roman Catholic Church, and having examined them with
respect to their reasons, I was fully convinced they were interested by no motives but a full conviction
of the truth of the Protestant faith ; I at once admitted them to the sacrament, as I found them
truly penitent for their past offences. Indeed it was a most impressive sight to see such fervour of
devotion, and such penitence ; in a course of 38 years ministry, I never witnessed such a solemn and’
impressive sight. The taskmaster, the schoolmaster, the superintendant of mechanics, &c., received the
sacrament at the same time.

‘¢ August 28.—Service in chapel. Visited and taught in the school. Visited hospital, read prayers
to the inmates, and visited solitary cells; confined in them I found John , about 20 years of age,
he was extremely ignorant, a methodist ; knew nothing of Christ, and very little of God; his father,
a flatman on river Weaver ; was born on board his father’s flat; never went to school; was found
drunk on board of another flat, with tw o others, who, not so drunk, made their escape, and some goods
being missed, he was committed and tried at Chester, and sentenced to one year’s imprisonment,
first and last week solitary; he acknowledged he knew it was wrong to steal, and get drunk, but he
saw his father and others often drunk, and also take things from flats, and never thought it a sin
before, as he was always told by his father that it would never be missed, and that every one did it.
Entered the gaol at half-past 8, and left it at 20 minutes to 2.

¢ October 13.—~No school, nor will there be any this week, as the master is engaged in preparing
the calendar for the ensuing sessions.” ,

Catalogue of Library for the use of the Prisoners.

Copies.
Sturm’s Reflections . . . . « . . ¢« . « ¢« ¢ . . < o . 6
Dodd’s Reflectionson Death . . . . . . . . . . . . « o« b
The Great Duty of frequenting the Christian Sacrifice at the Lord’s Supper . . 6
Domestic Happiness Promoted . . . . . « . . « « ¢« « o« .« 6 i
Conversionof St. Paul . . . . « « . « « . . « . . . 5
Great Importance of a Religious Life . « . . . . . . . « . o 12
The Two Farmers—A religious dialogue « . . . . . « « o« . . 12
The History of James Talbot . . . e e e e e e e e . e 12
Moral and Amusing Stories « . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 -
Loss of the KentIndiaman . . . . . . « . . . « « . . . 12.°
Exposition of the Lord’s Prayer . . o . . . . ¢ « « « « + . 12
Volumes of Tracts (Christian Knowledge) . . . . . . « « o« o« . 29
Carried forwmard . . . . 129
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Copies.

Brought forward . . . 129
The Bookof Nature « . . « . + .+ .+ & o + +« o o &+ o o« 4
On the Liturgy of the Churchof England . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Village Conversations by the present Bishop of Peterborough. . . . . . 6
Leslie’s Short and Easy Method with Deists . . . . . + . . . « 6

Total « ¢ . . + ¢ « o « & o« o151

Report of the Chaplain.

 To the Chairman and Magistrates in General Quarter Sessions, assembled at Knutsford,
October 19, 1840.
“ GENTLEMEN,

“ The vast accumulation of prisoners for trial, as 216 during this quarter, must be a source of
deep regret, the number being much larger than that of the corresponding quarter, 1689, the increase
l‘;eing 66; and also than that of the preceding quarter, June, in the present year, the increase

eing 56.

““ Of the 216 for trial, 29 men, 6 boys, and 5 women are old offenders ; still it is pleasing to have to
state, amidst all this depravity, that the number of juvenile offenders this quarter, is not greater than
that of the corresponding quarter, 1839, but that there is a small decrease in the present quarter,
when compared with that of the preceding quarter, June, in the present year. The number then was
18 males, 6 females, total 24 ; now the number is 16 males, 2 females, total 18 : decrease 6. The
decrease is but small, yet it is pleasing to find that so far as juvenile offenders are concerned, crime
has not increased.

** Out of the 18 juvenile offenders, 9 males can read and 7 cannot, the 3 females can only read im-
perfectly.

“During this quarter the average number of boys, including all the different classes of prisoners,
attending the school daily three hours, has been 40, but of that number 20 could read and spell cor-
rectly, very intelligent lads. These have been instructed by myself, and have made great progress ;
the conduct of many has been most praiseworthy.

¢ It gives me great satisfaction to bear testimony to the excellent manuer in which the female de-
partment of the gaol is conducted under the superintendence of the matron, whose exertions are inde-
fatigable in instructing the prisoners in their moral and religious duties under my directions, and in
teaching those to read who cannot.

“I must again call the attention of the magistrates to the crowded state of the chapel, which is much
too small to contain the number of prisoners committed to this gaol, the consequence is that nearly
100 are obliged to be excluded, not only on Sundays, but also on week-days, from the ministrations of
religion.

“The conduct of the prisoners has been most orderly and respectful, a great desire continues to be
evinced by all classes of prisoners to obtain religious and moral instruction, either from personal
intercourse with myself, or from books, or from attending the chapel services.

“ I administered the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, on Sunday the 2nd of August last, to 36
prisoners, 32 males and 4 females, they all seemed to be deeply .impressed with their situation, and the
solemn rite in which they were engaged.

“ 1 have generally received every assistance in the discharge of my duties, from the keeper and all
the officers of the gaol.”

Inspector's Examination of Boys in Prison-school.

C. H,, aged 15.—Sentenced to four months’ imprisonment for stealing apples; been twice
before in the house of correction, and flogged three times. Father and mother silk-manufac-
turers by profession. Belongs to Churci of England. Was at a boarding-school. Says,
« I was not badly treated at iome." Reads and writes well and cyphers.

J. P, aged 10.—Sentenced to three months’ imprisonment for passing a base sixpence.
Father alive, and stepmother. Father a shoemaker, earns his living %y going about and doing
Jjobs at farm-houses. Went regularly to church and chapel, and attended Sunday-school at
Stockport. On week-days worked in the factory. Has been in eight weeks. Could read a
little when he came in, but now reads fluently. Upon being asked, could not tell who was
Jesus Christ. .

M. O., aged 14.—Parents alive. Father a whitesmith, Macclesfield. One brother, three
sisters, all older. Never in house of correction before, but once in lock-up for sleeping out.
Says, «I had a comfortable home, but did not like going to silk shop. Attended church and
Sunday-school. Wanted father to put me to a trade; anything but silk shop, where they were
always finding fault. Is sent here for three months for sleeping out; has been here once before ;
was a week away from home, and went getting coal, got sometimes 4d. and 6d. At the factory
ﬁ;)t 4s. a-week. Father never gave me any money to s})end.” This boy could read a little in
the Testament when committed ; he now reads fluently; is learning to write, and answers
simple questions tolerably well.

Ji.) K., aged 10.—For trial for stealing a knife. Father and mother alive, both working at
factory. Prisoner worked there himself, and got 6s. 6d. a-week as a piecer ; was in work when
committed ; was once in lock-up for sleeping out. Went to church and Sunday-school, but
not regularly ; went one Sunday, and stopped out another. Reads tolerably well ; but has only
been in a few days.

J. 1., aged 16.—No parents; works in a brick-yard ; earns from 12s. to 14s. a-week. Sent
for two months for stealing apples. Never in a Rrison before. Says, < I was in beer when
I didit.”” Has been in prison only a fortnight. Reads well and writes; could do so before
coming in:

W.S., aged 14.—Parents dead; lost them eight months ago. Stealing apples. Been in
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prison three times ; twice for misconduct at the workhouse for running away. Is sentenced to
six months’ imprisonment ; been in two. Could not read when he came in, and reads but
indifferently. ) )

J.N., aged 14.—From Macclesfield ; been in the house of correction three times and whipped.
Says, « Father is a journeyman butcher; I have a stepmother ; I have been a chimney sweep.
I left home because father beat me; I deserved it, but did not like it. 1 went to a day-school,
but learnt nothing there. I live by stealing and beggl'ing, and I take the things to the pawn-
brokers. I once got 7Z. 10s.: it lasted three weeks; I got it out of one of the booths at the
races at Leek. I'know well what is meant by drawing the damper,” (i.e. robbing a till.) This
boy’s conduct has been indifferent in school, and he has made no progress.

Both the chaplain and schoolmaster appear to pay great attention to the school ; but I see
no good reason why it should be discontinued for six days at each period of holding sessions,
now by adjournments, amounting to eight times during the year. The schoolmaster, in
evidence, says :—

« For the last two or three sessions the school has been suspended for about six days, in conse-
quence of my having been employed in preparing for the sessions, correcting proofs of the calendar,
and taking the description of prisoners as they come in. I have also to make up the return calendar,
and itis always three days after the conclusion of the sessions before I can complete it.”

RETURN of the NumBER of PunisaMENTS for Prison Offences in the House of Correction at Knutsford
from October Sessions 1839, to October Sessions, 1840, .

17 Years of Age and Under 17 Years of
upwards. Age. Total Adult
and Grand
— Juvenile. Total of
Tried. Untried. Tried. Untried. both Sexes.
M. F.| M.| F. {M.| F. | M. | F. M. F. n
Il‘ons. . . . . . . e X o .e oo oo oo .o .o . oe
Whipping . . « . . ) R PO O O T AU BT e 1 . 1
DarkCells « . « . . 16| ..}..1].. 31 ... .0 19} .. 19
Solitary Cells. . . . . 42 .. .. 1]14 21 0| o 56 3 b9
Stoppage of Diet. . . . |1,261 | 81 |92 | 8 |344 | 62 | 66 | 14 |1,763 {165 | 1,928
Other Punishments « . . .o B I A T T e . . .
Total . . {1,320 81| 92 9 {361 { 64 | 66 | 14 {1,839 {168 | 2,007

Punishments.—The method of iﬁﬂict.ing punishment for breaches of discipline is thus
described by the officers :—

“ When an officer sees a man talk, he tells him he will report him, which he does, he having a slate
in which he makes a memorandum of the offence at the time. Every evening the governor places the
punishments he awards opposite their names. The prisoners are not called up before him, but
punishment follows the report of the turnkey.” *“When I see a man doing wrong I put the
name down in the report book, and that goes to the governor, who puts the punishment to it, and the
next moruing we take the punishment off the book. The governor does not see the prisoner, we only
put down the prisouer’s name, and what he has done. It is the general practice that these prisoners
are punished without going before the governor. Prisoners’ bread have been taken away from them
at the time of committing the offence ; I have myself two or three times, when they complained it was
short. They went without their bread ; their names were put down in the report book, but their bread
not stopped any more. If it happened that I had seenthe bread cut and they asked to have it weighed
I would not allow it, for I thought then there was no necessity for it ; but if I had not seen it cut I
should have allowed them to have it weighed.”

I am of opinion that this method of awarding punishment is contrary to law, as the keeper is,
by the 41st Geo. IV., cap. 64, sect. 4, to hear and determine upon offences before punishing ; it
is, moreover, at variance with every principle of justice, and invests the inferior officers with a
most fearful and irresponsible power.

I find it has also been the practice that, when for medical reasons prisoners have been
ordered extra diet by the surgeon, that such extra diet has been struck off for punishment
without any reference to that officer, which I am of opinion ought in no instance to be done
without his sanction.

Labour.—The principal employment of the prisoners in this house of correction has hereto-
fore been the picking of South Xmerican wool, procured from Liverpool for this purpose;
but the blockade of %uenos Ayres by the government of France having closed the sources of
this importation, and- no substitute to be found, a very considerable portion of the male
convicts sentenced to hard labour have been without work. At the period of my visit 26 looms
were employed in weaving cottons, a portion of the prisoners were on the mill, and others
employed in wheeling bricks for the new buildings. The taskmaster states—

“ A complete weaver is set to weave a cut in seven working days in the summer, and nine in winter.
A man that is only learning is tasked according to his abilities ; the superintendent of weavers, who is
a practical man, is employed for that purpose. Good weavers, whether sentenced to hard labour or
not, would be compelled to do the same work, and would be punished if not completed in time. The
whole of the officers residing within the walls have their washing done by the female prisoners. I have
charge of all the accounts relating to the work and the county stores. I make out the accounts of the
work done every quarter, and send it to the employers, who remit the money to the keeper. The mis-
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demeanants go to the treadwheel on Wednesdays and Saturdays, and the felons on the other working
days. The treadwheel does work occasionally on a Sunday to pump water; it is a work of necessity,
in consequence of the quantity used in making mortar for the new wing. The best weavers could
make about 7s. a-week for the county, and might get 9s. or 10s. out. Prisoners work for the officers
at tailoring, and are charged for the work at the rate of 1s. 6d. a-day: the amount received and
credited to the county during the last quarter was 1/.13s.”

The superintendent of weavers states :—

“ A man out of prison, by working long hours, may earn 9s. a-week ; this is as much as he can do.
In the prison I apportion the quantity of work to be done. Ifa man is a young hand, and has to be
taught to weave, I allow him two days more than the practised one, that is a cut in nine days instead
of seven. I know no distinction as to men sentenced to hard labour or not. I putthem to employ-
ment according to my idea of their abilities; and if they do not complete their allotted task I report
them, and they are punished. I merely put their names down as not having done their work in time.
I taught —— to weave when he came in: he was punished for being over the two days that T
allowed him. Iknow nothing about his not being sentenced to labour. He is now obliged to do a
cut in seven days, the same as the other weavers in full work : it is quite as much as a mau can do
in gaol. I have an officer under me whois a weaver. The prisoners spoil more work in prison than
would be the case in the factory, the reason of which is they are so constantly coming in and out.
I have had as many as four men on the same cut, which tends materially to vary the quality. I come
into the prison at half-past six and remain now until dark.”

I am of opinion that a distinction should be made in the quantity of work required to be
performed by men actually sentenced to hard labour and those to simple imprisonment, the
present practice being in fact wholly at variance with the awards of justice.

Under the head of labour I have to notice the introduction of a new and commodious iron
loom by the keeper, of such reduced dimensions as to admit of its being worked by a prisoner
in a separate cell, a view of which is appended to this Report. The keeper says, in a late
communication,— ’

“ T have my new looms at work, and am very much pleased with them ; ev<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>