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OBSERVATIONS

ON THE

LAW OF CIVIL IMPRISONMENT.

et

AN esteemed writer, on the subject of our Penal Laws, considers imprisonment,
when inflicted for punishment, as not according to the principles of wise legisla-
tion. If this position be true, in respect to crimes committed against positive
institutions, (and it seems too firm to be shaken,) how much more forcibly will it
apply to civil arrests, and imprisonment for debt, when the multiplied and intri-
cate concerns of extended society make the path of the most intelligent, in matters
of trade, a course of considerable uncertainty. If then the political wisdom of
confining the persons of debtors for debt be matter of doubt, how important is it
that, whilst the practice is allowed to continue, it should be subjected to such
general regulations, as are best calculated to lessen the resulting inconveniences ;
and prevent the necessity of resorting, at least so frequently as of late years, to the
legislature, for acts of parliament to relieve insolvent debtors ; which, while they
do honour to the feelings of those friends of humanity who introduce and promote
them, it must be admitted are too often perverted, to screen a fraudulent debtor
from the just demands of his injured creditors. It is the fate of whatever is human
to be slow in its progress to perfection; nor is it matter of surprize, when rightly
considered, that the laws of a country should move the slowest, where rectitude is
their aim.

In the early ages of society, the mind of man is less complicated, than when ad-
vanced into the refinement of older governments. The laws at first laid down for
his regulation are, like his habits, plain and intelligible to the most ordinary ca-
pacity, being little more than moral rules or maxims, against which he is not to
offend ; and having few temptations to lead him astray, he readily forms himself to
their government : But, when luxuries, the never-failing attendants upon successful
commerce, break in upon his primitive habits, new laws become necessary, to
restrain the too free indulgence of his acquired propensities. These laws are not

b
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framed in the anticipation of new events, which a prospective eye may view as likely
to arise in the progress of society, but to check what have already taken place, and
to prevent their recurrence. Hence it follows, that laws so formed will always be
somewhat behind the actual state of the people, their proneness to vice considered ;
and it frequently happens, that laws, calculated to suit one state of society, are per-
mitted to continue in another; and to remain as law at a period, in which, if they
were then introduced for the first time, they would be unanimously rejected, as
impolitic, and inapplicable to the condition of the people to be governed by them.
In this view of the subject, arrests for debt may be considered : and although, when
England was the lowest amongst the commercial nations of Europe, arrests for debt
might have been less impolitic, it can hardly therefore be argued, that their con-
tinuance should be suffered, when England, as at present, is the first trading country
in the world.

In a commercial country, the hazards attendant upon justifiable commerce entitle
the unsuccessful adventurer to greater indulgences, than a debtor, under almost any
circumstance, could have a right to expect, in a country purely military. But leav-
ing the policy of the question, as to whether arrests for debt ought or ought not to
be continued, to the judgment of those who are better able to consider it; and
without venturing to anticipate what would be the decision, it seems a more useful
appropriation of the time of an humble individual, to consider the law as it stands
at present : and to inquire, Whether a superstructure may not be raised, to answer
many good and salutary purposes, without materially affecting the fabric; which,
whatever: may be its defects, has the venerable shield of time to protect it against
the grasp of hasty innovation? Secondary causes, or inducements, to cast the un-
fortunate debtor into prison, or to continue his confinement when there, beyond
what naturally arise between him and his creditor, should be watched with jealousy,
and removed, if possible: and it would be desirable indeed, when a returning
gleam of liberty presents itself to the prisoner, if he could be found no further en-
cumbered with debt, than when he first became the inhabitant of a gaol. At this
moment of hope the debf can be arranged for; but, alas, the costs are perhaps of equal
amount, and present an insuperable bar to his liberation! It would be deemed a
wicked oppression, on the part of a government that transported a subject to slavery
for a period of years, to say, at the end of the term, * Your labour was ours, by
the offence which you committed: We have now a demand upon you, both for
the clothing we have supplied, and for the provisions you have consumed ; and
as you are unable to pay us, you must return again to slavery for the debt you
have contracted.” His reasoning, that the origin of the debt was involuntary on
his part, would be of no avail :" the hand of power is against him : and as well might
the debtor say, the costs were not incurred by his act, nor with his consent, and
he ought not to be detained for them. When a disappointed and offended creditor
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applies to his éttorney, he hardly desires his advice, but rather directs the proceed-
ings to be taken with his debtor ; and, indeed, if he did otherwise, what answer

“could be expected ? Is not law the business of the attorney? and is it found that

men, generally speaking, who have the greatest temptation thrown in their way, are
the best? Individuals may be, and are not unfrequently, so found; because from
temptation alone can self-denial and forbearance be discovered: but experience

- proves that it is not so with the great bulk of mankind. ¢ Just debts ought to be
~ paid, or the laws must be enforced for their recovery”, is the lamguage of the ir-

ritated creditor, re-echoed by his attorney ; with this only difference between them,
that the one is unconscious of the result of what he directs ; while the other, with
the knowledge, has the satisfaction also of knowing, that the plaintiff is a solvent
man, and that, be the event what it may, the attorney must be pal& Thus, re-
gardless of their operation on the unfortunate debtor, proceedings eommence: ina
short time considerable costs are incurred : the already angry ereditor finds himself

~ exposed to a new loss, which he never anticipated; and becomes not only confirmed

in his first resentments, but furnished with fresh occasien for their inveteracy. Is
a man so circumstanced fit to judge in his own cause? Is he capable of deciding,
with moderation and temper, upon the portion of imprisonment his debtor ought
to endure? It will be readily answered, ¢ Certainly, no!” The hardened ereditor
will triumph in the imprisonment which he has power to inflict ; regardless of the
suffenngs of the victim, whom perhaps he at first solicited to take the credit he has
abused, and equally unmindful of the wretched comphainings of a forlorn wife and
starving children : while the man less cruel, or perhaps indolent in his nature, as
also the man basking in the sunshine of prosperity, will put away the prisoner from
his thoughts. But, should his complaints or humble solicitations be obtruded upon
him, he will endeavour to excuse his want of humanity by the pretence, that the
confinement of the prisoner is an act of the law, for which he is under no respon-
sibility. Can a more wretched state of an honest man be conceived? Nay, more,
does even the fraudulent debtor werit this perpetual, undefined pumshment in all
the wantonness of its tyranny ?

In further pursuit of these observations let it be supposed, that an unfortunate
man, unable even to pay a debt of 104. is arrested on the eve of a law term, and
thrown into prison for his inability; and that, in the same number of days as he
owes pounds, he will be involved in a fresh debt, of equal or greater amount, for
the costs of his detainer in prison: What will be the exclamation of the voice of
Reason? But, carry the inquiry a little further, and let us suppose that his attach-
ment by one creditor alarms the rest, (nor is it unnatural that it should do so,) and
that he has ten detainers laid against him, for debts of the same amount ; what will
then be his situation? Why, he will in a few days be incumbered with additional
debts, for costs of a greater amount than all his original debts put together, at the
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very time that he is immured in prison ; without subsistence, or the mesns of earning
any for himself, or the wretched dependants on his affection ; and without having
done a single act to occasion the expences, which he is wholly unable to prevent.
What, then, will be the exclamation? and where, as the law now stands, is he
to look for mercy? The Bankrupt Laws, which to the fair trader, who has had
the good fortune to deal with humane creditors, afford relief, are not open to his
assistance: he has been too modest in all his transactions in trade, to have ventured
sufficiently to come within their purview : his debts ar¢ not of the required amount
to entitle him to their relief. His creditors,—most probably of the same class in
life with himself, and who can but ill afford to pay the expences that have been in-
curred,— will Zhey commiserate his sufferings, and restore him to liberty ? or will
they not rather beacted upon, in the fulness of their resentments at the loss of their
claims ; and (having, as they experience, thrown away good money after bad, and
apprehensive, if they liberate the prisoner, that they can have no pretence for sus-
pending the payment of their attorney’s costs), will they not be more likely to
extend his confinement, and endeavour to throw the odium of the expences
incurred, upon the pretended obstinacy of the unfortunate victim, for whom no one
considers it his interest, or feels any incitement, to drop a word of kindness or
mitigation? And yet, in a Country boastful of its laws and of its freedom, these are
the persons who are to pronounce on this imprisonment of their fellow subjects,
perhaps for the period of their lives, without a right of appeal to their country,
or the hope of relief! Power, in the hands of man, is always subject to abuse; but
what is to be expected from him, when he is suffered to judge his own cause, under
the influence of conceived injuries, and agitated by resentment? The highest ad-
vocates for the dignity of human nature must admit, that, in practice, a result
of this kind will not be found to elevate their subject.

In support of what is thus stated, the ordinary and allowed Bills of Fees and
Disbursements, in cases of arrest for &£ 10. are here made out: By which it ap-
pears, that at the commencement of a Term they will, within ten days, if in-London,
amount to near Twelve pounds !

In the case of a City Arrest, where the defendant is taken to prison.

Hilary Vacation. ,

&£. s d.

19th April. Instructions and warranttosue . - - - - - - - 012 .0
Affidavitof debt - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 7 2

Drawing Precipé for original, fol.25 - - - - - 1 5 0

Copy for the Cursitor = - - - - - - - - - 012 6

Paid for original - - - - - - - - - - - 0 5 .6

Fee thereon - - - - - - - = - - - - - 0 6 8§

Paid the King's fine, ‘and attending to compoundit - 0 10 0
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L. s d.
Returning and filing origiftal - - - - - - - - 0 2 4
CapiasandFee - - - - - - - - - - - - 016 o
Warrant and messenger - - - - - - - - - - 0 2 0
Attending to instruct officer - - - - - - - - 0 3 4
Paid officer forarrest - - - - - - - - - - 010 6
Letters and messengers - - - - - - - - - - 0 2 0
Hilary Term.
23d April. Motion for a rule to return the writ - - - - - - 0 3 4
Paid for the rule - - - - - <« - - - - - 0 6 6
Copy and service - - - - - - - - - - - 0 2 0
Instructions for declaration - - - - - - - - - 0 6 8
Drawing same, fol. 25 - - - - - - - - - - 016 8
Entering on the Roll, and paid Prothonotary - - - 1 5 o
Copy declaration on stamps to deliver todefendant,anddutyo 9 8
Attending to deliver same - - - - - - - - - 0 3 4
Affidavit of service, duty, andoath - - - - - - 0o 7 2
Copy declaration to annex to affidavit,andduty - - o0 9 8
Copy affidavit and declaration, and stamps - - - - 013 4
29th, Paid filing affidavit and declaration - - - - - - 0 2 o0
Attending to file same - - - - - - - - . . 0 3 4
Term fee, letters and messengers - - - - - - - 012 0
Total - - - L1115 8

And in the Country, if the arrest is made at a considerable distance from the county
gaol, they will perhaps amount to Twenty Pounds, within the same period !

‘The Lords’ Act, which subjects the creditor to make his prisoners an allowance
while he detains them in prison, may be considered by some -as a sufficient check
on the inconveniences here described; ‘But, upon investigation of the practical effects
of this Act, it is feared that it will not be found to possess those Benefits which
some humane advocates may imagine. Five terms are allowed to the plaintiff to
proceed to judgment against his debtor, and to charge him in execution ; and, until
the proceedings against the prisoner are in this advanced state, he cannot apply for
the benefit of the Lords’ Act.* The creditor, informed of this operation of the Act,
instructs his attorney to do no more than comply with its directions. The attorney,
within the course of the first ten days, having secured the greatest part of his ex-
pected harvest, is found obedient to his instructions ; and, slowly protracting the
remaining forms of proce¢ding’ against' the unfortunate prisoner, spins out the five



xiv OBSERVATIONS ON THE

terms, by measured distances, to retard his application for relief as long as possi-
ble! Thus the Debtor pines at least a twelvemonth in prison, under the heavy
afflictions of poverty and grief, by the protracted course of legal proceedings ; which
might, and would be completed against him within the first term, but for the
provision (it may almost be said the tantalizing provision) made for him by this
kindly intended Act of the British Legislature.

What is here stated seems chiefly applicable to the wnfortunate, yet honest

sufferer. But we will now turn to the fraudulent and designing debtor, and see
how the Act operates with respect to him, and to his injured plaintiff. Conscious of
the time, which he thinks-will elapse, before he is put into a situation to seek
the benefit of the Statute, he takes care to retain to himself the means of subsistence
during the protracted period ; then, covertly, makes over the rest of his property,
to put it out of the reach of his creditors ; and when the time arrives, for making
his claim under the Lords’ Act, he audaciously takes the oaths prescribed, and is
ordered to receive its benefit.
. The duty of the Judges, it is possible, may sometimes clash with their judg-
ment, whilst ordering the relief intended by law for the impoverished debtor, to
many applicants of another sort; whose conduct, even in the face of the Court, almost
amounts to a conviction, that their applications are made in the confident expectan-
cy of their plaintiff’s neglecting to make his due payment at the appointed times.
It is the natural consequence attendant upon the order for this due payment of an
allowance to the prisoner, that it should not only be made in the current coin of the
country, but punctually also, on a fixed day, and at a stated period ; and that any
any omission, or non-compliance with that order, should be followed by the prisoner’s
liberation. Hence it may be seen, that the payment of a counterfeit six-pence, (and
who, in the present state of the silver currency of England, can be certain that
their money is not counterfeit ?) or the forgetfulness of the plaintiff to make his
- payment, at the prison, on the appointed day, or till one minute after the prison is
shut for the night, must be followed by an immediate discharge of the debtor.
- What a promising speculation is this, on which a fraudulent debtor may realize his
hopes! A plaintiff, situate many miles from the prison, will but in few cases
continue his payments for several weeks : most likely he may fail in the first week ;
and the greatest rogue be thus cast upon society, to renew his depredations on
the fair trader, witheut being in the least reclaimed by his imprisonment. Voluntary
confinement, the basis of a contrivance to defraud, can produce no improvement in
the moral habits of a prisoner.

From this view of the Lords’ Act it seems fairly deducnble, That the honest debtor
may be starved, before he can have the benefit of its provisions ; whilst the fraudulent
+ debtor finds in it a very probable, if not the certain avenue to his liberation.
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. To remedy this evil, so far as circumstances will admit, Insolvent Acts have been
devised. But, highly as the principle of these acts must be admired by every friend
of society, and great as is the care of our legislature to govern their opera-
tions by wise and numerous provisions; yet still it must be admitted, that
though productive of much general good, they will at times be found to extend
an injurious influence, in favour of the profligate and designing debtor.

A modification of the existing Statutes for debtor and creditor, would, it is
conceived, afford a remedy of the present inconveniences, without any necessity, in,
the first instance, of framing a new code of laws. :

The practice of the Courts may, in all cases, remain the same as it now is: But,
surely, it will not be too great a boon for the unfortunate debtor to solicit of his
country, that, whilst he remains in actual confinement, through incapacity to pay
his debts, he should stand excused from contributing to the necessities of the state ;
and that all legal proceedmgs against him, when a prisoner, should be exempted
from stamp-duty.

- The Judges of the land, not more elevated by their wisdom than their humanity,
and, mindful of the liberal and well-bestowed salaries they receive from the country,
can have no hesitation in ordering the subordinate proceedings of the courts, con-
ducted at their chambers, to be transacted gratuitously, without taking any fees for
the same. _

The Barristers, educated to fill, and in the hope of discharging, at some future
period of life, one of the most important trusts in human society, can be influenced
by no mercenary motives. It is but justice, therefore, to the acknowledged liberality
of the Bar, to conclude, that they will, with one voice, consent to a privation of their
fees, in all cases, where proceedings are to be taken against the unfortunate debtor,
whilst in custody.

The Officers of the Courts, amidst the multiplicity of their other busmess, wnll
find a remuneration fo: their trouble, sufficient to put them beyond the desire of
taking any thing from a prisoner, who is absolutely denied the means of protecting
himeelf and family, through the heavy inflictions of poverty. .

The Attornzy,—who principally labours in the business,—must perhaps receive
some reward for his personal trouble; but he should be removed, far as possible,
from the influence of interested views. The best mode of securing so desirable an
end seems to be, the reducing his fees to half their present amount, in all pro-
ceedings against debtors under actual confinement. By this means the niercy of
the plaintiff’ will not be restrained by the recollection of considerable law expences,
in addition to his debt ; and, his resentments having subsided, he may in time think
more favourably of his unfortunate debtor, and restore him to the blessings of
Liberty. Nay, it seems not too much to appreliend, that the adoption of this
plan, alone, would reduce the number of prisoners confined for debt, at least ia
the proportion of six out of ten.
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But, to guard against the effect of a contrary temper in any phintiff, who, care.
less or unmindful of his debtor, may incline to leave him to the laws of his country,
ahd the imprisonment which they inflict,—a further remedy presents itself; under
which an Apportionate Imprisonment might be inflicted, according to the nature
and extent of the debts, and of the particular circumstances under which they
were contracted.

The first feature of a plan, professing to allow of Temporary Imprisonment for
debt, should be the providing necessaries of life for the impoverished Debtor, m
order to protect the Man, now rendered unable to protect himself, against the painful
claims of unsatisfied Nature. This allowance might be created out of the county-
rate ; and, to prevent its misapplication, might only be furnished to those prisoners,

“whose necessities oblige them to live on the poor side of a prison! (deprived of all
association with other prisoners, whose better circumstances, or whose friends, place
them above the necessity of seeking so humble a relief;) and who are, also, in a
situation to declare themselves, upon oath, not to be possessed of the value of 20L

This would prevent the recurrence of what humanity dreads to record; although
it may be asked, “ What else can be expected, when certain prisons in Great
Britain, for the confinement of Debtors, are without any allowance of food whatever ;
nay, some even without access to water! and have no more than the keeper, or
his servants, may think fit to bring them >—In one place they paid a halfpenny for a
jug of water; in another, a penny was demanded for a pailful !

The next object to be considered is, At what period of time the prisoner for debt,
against whom no imputation can be brought of dishonesty or intentional miscon-
duct, may, with safety to the state, be restored to his liberty. How obligatory
soever it may be upon every man to pay the debt which he owes to another man,
there is still a higher duty which he owes to his country at large, in the application
of his labour and talents for the general good of the community; and of his power
to perform which, no man, under any circumstances, ought to possess the means of
arbitrarily depriving him. It seems difficult to reconcile to any principle of sense
or policy, that a man, to whom a debt of only 10l is due (a sum very inadequate
to the claim, which, in these times, the country has upon the annual exertions of
the humblest of her individuals) shall possess the power of depriving the state of
his debtor’s services for a long course of years—nay, for ever, without limitation
of time in his favour to restore him to liberty. Surely, as the less atrocious
the nature of a man’s crimes is, who offends against the Criminal Law, the lighter
is his punishment; so the smaller a man’s debts bond fide contracted are, the
shorter should be the period of his confinement. And here it may not be amiss to
observe, that, generally speaking, the man who is cast into prison for a debt of 10
may really be a more useful member of the country, by the due application of his
labour, than the prisoner who is confined for 10,000/, A period of three months
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may reasonably be considered as a sufficient length of confinement, to induce a more
cautious conduct in the future dealings of a man, whose debts do not exceed 10l.
Progressive scales of time, and money, might also be formed, to produce the same
good effect with those persons, whose debts are from that sum up to 2000/. And after
these, perhaps, it might be as well to suffer all debts of a higher amount to be placed in
the same scale.

But, as the creditor ought not to possess an uncontrouled power over the person
of his debtor, so perhaps the debtor should not be enabled to determine the
quantum of punishment in the power of his creditor to inflict upon him: And, for
this reason, his liberation at the periods proposed might not stand as matter of
right, but only times assigned, when he may have the power of submitting his
conduct, (in regard to the contracting of the debts for which he is charged in
custedy,) to the consideration of a Jury, summoned by the proper officer, at the
instance of the prisoner, and upon notice to be duly served on the plaintiff’s
attorney.

If, upon this investigation of the prisoner's conduct, nothing should transpire to
induce the Jury to remand him back to prison, their verdict might give him his
liberty ; and the law might thereupon vest his property in the clerk of the peace,
or other officer, for the benefit of his creditors, in like manner as the insolvent’s
property is now vested, under the acts for relief of insolvent debtors. But should
the jury be of opinion that the conduct of the debtor merits a prolongation of his
imprisonment, it might be safely left with them to determine the extent of its con-
tinuance, according to their judgment, founded upen the facts disclosed in evidence ;
and for this purpose the plaintiff might himself be examined on oath. Or, the
power of the jury, in case of their remanding the prisoner, might be modelled
according to the better judgment of Magistrates, or other still more experienced
persons, so as to do justice between the country and the parties.

The operation of such a plan as this upon the fraudulent debtor, is too obvious
to require explanation. He would be remanded to an increase of punishment, pro-
portioned to his misconduct; while the honest, though unfortunate debtor, would
be restored, by the voice of his countrymen, to his liberty, to his family, and to those
social blessings, of which perhaps the becoming security for a friend in an un-
guarded moment, may have most unhappily deprived him.

Another advantage also might be made to result from an appeal to a Jury. The
fraudulent debtor, who prefers remaining in gaol to the paymenf of his debts, and
who lives in confinement, surrounded with luxuries,—whilst his plaintiff may pine
without, scarce able to provide himself and family with the ordinary necessaries of
life,—might be summoned before a jury, at the desire of any of his creditors, after
he had remained the apportioned time in confinement, according to the amount of
his debts: and, unless he could shew a satisfactory reason why his effects should

c
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not be assigned for the benefit of his creditors, the jury might by their verdict,
find for, and direct such assignment to take effect, and that the prisoner should be
set at large. Thus the fraudulent debtor would be prevented from wasting that
substance in confinement, which his creditors would gladly receive in satisfaction
of their debts; but upon which, (as the law at present stands,) they can have no
claim.

If the principles here humbly laid down were approved of, a Bill, with no more
clauses in it than are ordinarily introduced into an Insolvent Act, would furnish all
the requisites needful for carrying it into effect. And this, it is imagined, would at
once render Insolvent Acts unnecessary; deprive the fraudulent debtor of the
means of diverting the Lords’ Act from its humane object, to the worst of purposes;
enable the unfortunate debtor to turn his talents to the pursuits of industry, for
support of himself and family; and deter the evil-minded from levelling their
fraudulent practices against the fair trader. Or, in case these should be found hardy
enough to continue their evil courses, it would teach them, by an exemplary and not
indiscriminate punishment, to adopt a better plan of life when liberated, and to cease

from defrauding their neighbours, under a daringly-pretended sanction of Bririsu
Law!
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A TABLE of Bailable Process against Debtors, for ONE YEAR,
from Michaelmas, 1801, to Michaelmas, 1802*.

DIVIDED INTO FOUR CLASSES.

FirsT CLAss.

SEcoND CLass.

THIrD Crass.

FourTtH CLASS.

——

Debts under Debts above &230. | Debts above s£50. Debts above
s£30. and under s£50. | and under £500. &£500.

THE PARTICULARS. NUMBERS. NUMBERS. NUMBERS. NUMBERS.

— In In the In In the In In the In In the
Middlesex.| Kingdom. | Middlesex.| Kingdom. fMiddlesex.| Kingdom. | Middlesex.| Kingdom.

Wlﬂ::eff,‘; the Arrest of Debtors °%1] ess | 114570 860 | 57,900 | 3134 | 47010] 35 | 5325
ARRESTS of ditto on Mesne Process.. . 4000 | 60,000] 1100 16,500 1720 25,800 200 3000
BAIL BONDS given on Arrests........ 2200 33,000 711 10,665 1100 16,500 130 1950
PRISONERS remaining for Want of Bail 823 | 12,345) 221 3315 308 4620 36 540

Norte, The disproportion against the first and lowest class, on a comparison with the second, is two to one; on a

comparison with the third, is increased ; and on a comparison with the fourth class, is twenty to one.

MippLEsEx is reckoned only at one fifteenth of the whole kingdom.
The number of Debtors, consisting of the capital Merchants and Traders to all parts of the world, is reckoned greatly
to exceed the number of those, whose credit is limited to the sums of Thirty Pounds: the disproportion is therefore much
greater against the lowest class than is apparent. '
In 1793 the number of bailable writs and executions for dcbts from ten to twenty pounds, in Middlesex only, amounted
to Five thousand seven hundred and nineteen ; and the aggregate ameunt of the debts sued for was &£ .S1,791.
It will scarce be credited, yet is most unquestionably true, that the mere costs of these actions, although made up, and
not defended at all, would amount to s£68,72S.; and if defended, the azgregate expence to recover s£81,791. (strange
and incredible as it must appear) can be no less than two hundred and eighty-five thousand nine hundred and fifty pounds ;
being considerably more than three times the amount of the dcbts sued for or defended !

* For this Table of Calculations I beg leave to express my acknowledgements to Josern Burcuecrr, Esa. the present

worthy Under-Sheriff of Middlesex,
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REMARKS
ON

COURTS OF REQUESTY¥,

NOW TERMED

COURTS OF CONSCIENCE.

e —

"THE Osservations hitherto made on the Law of Civil Imprisonment, have
been restricted to those Arrests for Debt, where the cause of action amounts to ten
pounds or upwards, and where the plaintiff asserts upon oath to that effect; and
also to Executions, issued upon actions that have been instituted in the superior
courts.

But there is yet another sort of confinement for debt, which, notwithstanding
the cause of action is comparatively inconsiderable in amount, deserves, if possible,
the more serious consideration of every reflecting person ; as chiefly falling amongst
labouring husbandmen and working mechanicks, the very strength and sinews of the
country ; but who, having no visible estates of their own wherewith to support
themselves and their families, are unacquainted with the bread of idleness; who
can only be maintained by their daily toil ; and who, in this respect, may be truly
said to come most immediately within the letter of that divine infliction upon the
first offenders of mankind : « In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread +.”

It is not easy to conceive a case more distressing than that of a father of a family
taken from this class of life, unprovided with the smallest store of any kind to an-
swer his growing wants, or (what is not unlikely), without ever having had an
opportunity of enabling himself to provide any; and immured within the walls of
a prison, where no allowance is made, to meet the necessities of his nature.

The description of so deplorable a situation in adequate colours is beyond the
power of the author ; and he must therefore leave it to the humane reader to depict
¢o his own heart the wretched plight of so devoted a victim : without food, without

* ¢ The Court of Requests had originally and properly the cognizance of all poor men’s suits, which
were made to his Majesty by supplication ; and upon which they were entitled to have right, without

payment of any money for the same.” Smith's Commonwealth.
+ Gen, iii. 19.
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firing, without bedding; with only his thread-bare garments to cover his shiver-
ing limbs; and with the painful reflection, that his wife and helpless offspring
are starving without; or else, seeking relief from parish officers, a picture of
human woe shall there present itself, such as imagination could never have formed :
It is drawn from combinations of misery, which extend themselves far beyond the
walls of a prison : they reach the mournful dwelling of many a wretched family,
reduced to the extremities of want.

- 'When the maxim of our Laws, that  Idleness is an offence against the publick
Oeconomy,” is duly considered, it cannot fail of creating surprize to every reflecting
person, that the same laws should, under any circumstances, take a man from that
class in society wherein his personal labour is of the most essential value to the com-
munity, and compel him to be idle ; for such is most distinctly the situation of a
prisoner who is confined for debt. It would rather be expected that the same legal
polity which induced the adoption of so wise a maxim against idleness, should have
extended the principle to the case of a debtor, unwilling or unable to pay his debts;
and have required that he should be obliged to work for increased periods of time,
and not remain incarcerated, not only without work being provided for him to
perform, but without the conveniences, or, it may nearly be said, without being
suffered to exercise his calling, if capable of being carried on in a prison. To the
great jealousy of our ancestors for the preservation of their liberties under all cir-
cumstances, can alone be attributed this favourable consideration of prisoners: for
debt : But, as our laws, in their present form, do not allow such prisoners to be set
to work, and the situation in which they are placed under the laws as they exist,
being more immediately the object of the present enquiry, the policy of their being
set to work will not be further pressed; though it seems certain, however, that it
might humble the pride of some of the dashing adventurers for this distinction in
life, that it would be less injurious to their healths and their morals, than the ex-
treme of idleness, with confinement, to which they are constrained,

To form a just conclusion of the good or ill effects which result to the community
from the imprisonment of debtors, for the payment of debts which do not, sepa-
rately taken, amount to forty shillings ; it will be proper, in the first place, to take
a view of the persons by whom, and with whom, such debts are most commonly
eontracted ; the general nature of the debts ; the constitution of the courts in which
they are to be recovered, and the steps to be taken for their recovery : and, lastly,
the coercion directed by the law, to enforce its own ordinances, and the conse-
quences produced by such coercion, as it is now exerciserd.

With respect to the persons by whom and with whom such debts are in general
contracted, it has already been observed, that the labouring classes of society pre-
sent the mass of prisoners found in the gaols of this country for debts under the
amount of forty shillings; and it may readily be concluded, without the bazard of
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error, that the persons with whom such debts are conteacted will be found amongst'
the lowest class of shopkeepers and inferior tradesmen; not omitting the publican ;
who, (however his debt may have been contracted, in breach of the laws against
tippling, and in defiance of those for better regulation of publick houses,) considers
himself equally entitled, with the dealers who may have supplied the necessaries of
life, to recover his demand, of which he has been the only score-keeper ; and upon.
its being verified on his own oath, and confirmed by the commissioners, (persous;
invested witly large discretionary powers, and selected from his own rank in life),
to immure his unfortunate debtor without mercy, in a prisons to the great injury of
the community at large, by the loss of his labour, and the increase of the poor’s
rates in his particular district, by the maintenance of his family ; the certain con-
sequence of the father’s absence.

Debts under 40s. it may be said are, and they certainly are sometimes, most
fairly contracted, for a supply of the absolute necessaries of life; and these
should therefore, in point of strict morality as well as of law, be scrupulously dis-
charged. But, notwithstanding this truth, which is most implicitly subscribed to,
the situation of the contracting parties, the power of influence, and the manner in
which the labouring man and the mechanick receive the reward of their labours,
deserve to be taken into consideration ; and it will from thence be readily seen, that
in sound policy, credits of this nature should be as limited, as the returning payment
of the poor man’s wages ; it being an undeniable position, that longer credits are
the certain bane of his future well doing.

A prudent labouring man, (and, thank God, there are yet many amongst us in that ,
class of life who merit the commendation) so arranges the expenditure of his little
income, that he is able to square it with the necessities of his family, and with his
weekly wages, so as to pay every one their due; and to put a small.pittance by, or
to make some other regulation, for the payment of his landlord. But, give to
this man an easily acquired or a protracted credit, and he will soon get into such
difliculties, as it may be out of his power ever after to overcome.

A Debt of only a single Pound in amount, to the person frem whom the working
man buys his bread, will make him the Baker’s slave for life;; and oblige him to
purchase his bread from him only for ever after, or subject him, in case of his
refusal, from the badness of the article he buys, or other circumstances of more
evil tendency, to encounter his Creditor’s resentment ; and this, by the experience
he has learnt from his unfortunate neighbours, the latter has but too much reason
to think, can only, from the principles on which he carries on his trade, be satis-
fied by an Appeal to the Court of Conscience, and the final Imprisonment of his
Debtor. The same Remarks equally apply to the Chandler-shop Man, and in
some degree to the Butcher, though not so generally; as from the high price of
meat, the great bulk. of the labouring class of people are debarred the means of
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purchasing it; and what they do purchase is chiefly, and in many cases can only be
bought with ready money. Of all the creditors which the poor man can have,
there are none who seem so little entitled to a favourable consideration as the Pub-
licans: And yet it is believed that in general they are not the least numerous class
of complainants at the Courts of Request. Debts contracted with the Publican are
seldom for the use of the Debtor’s family, and never, it is apprehended, for their.
comfort or benefit. The effect of such debts, therefore, in the course of their being
contracted, leads to a dissolute life, an inattention to consequences, and a contempt
or utter defiance of the laws of his country: And ought the non-payment of them
(in the contracting of which the Creditor appears more than an accessary to the
poor man’s error, in which he is often in fact the principal, who leads him to de-
struction) to give such a Creditor the power of immuring his unfortunate Victim
in a prison, when he has no more money to spend ? debarred of medicine in the
hour of sickness, and of every necessary which the preservation of life requires?
and at the same time to injure the community, by depriving it of the labour of a
man, from whose services, if employed, the Country would receive more solid ad-
vantage, than from the whole class of Publicans within the Kingdom, in their
licensed capacities ? ’

‘When an Englishman is considering the Courts of Justice of his Country, it is
natural for him to look with partiality to the wise Institutions of ALFRED the Great,
the founder of the English Laws, and the framer of that valuable prerogative, the
Trial by Jury: And never can he observe so glorious an Institution intrenched upon
by modern improvements, without a pang of regret, and justly conceived alarm,
from an apprehension that ill consequences may arise, from new-created jurisdictions
dispensing with this invaluable British blessing.

“ The policy of the Great Alfred,” as Mr. Justice Blackstone expresses himself *,
“ was to briig home Justice to every man’s door.” With this view he appointed
the Court-Baron, The Hundred Court, and The County Court; gradually ascending
from the lowest Jurisdiction up to the supreme Courts, and investing them, among
other powers, with the power to hold pleas of Debt, not amounting to forty shillings.
These Courts were of limited Jurisdiction ; but were dispersed universally through-
out the Kingdom, and were held at short intervals of time; the freeholders of the
respective districts forming the Juries, who decided the Questions that were
brought before them. - '

One of the great advantages which resulted to the people from the formation of
these Courts, arose out of their Proximity to the Abode of those persons whose
Tuterests could be affected by them, and the Prevention of that loss of time and
expence, which, under the present order of things, takes place, in travelling to a

* See meore, in my Statement of the Borouen ComPTER, Pp. 65, 66.
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distance of many miles, (frequently not less, and sometimes more than three times

.in succession,) for the recovery of a small debt, and which, if recovered, will
-seldom repay the Creditor for his loss of time, and necessary maintenance during
his absence from home: whilst the frequency of the Court’s being held in ancient
Times, prevented the possibility of any material delay taking place in the Ad-
-ministration of Justice; and called forth that commendatory observation-of our
great Lawyer, Sir Edward Coke, who describes them as ¢ formed for the ease of
the people ; that they might have justice done them at their own doors, without
any charge, or loss of time.”

As the King was ever considered by the Laws of England to be the great foun-
tain of Justice, and general conservator of the Peace, it was not the design of the
Great Alfred, by the institution of these inferior Jurisdictions, to shut out his

- people from the natural right they possessed, of seeking Justice in his presence, (in
the Aula Regia, or great Court of the Kingdom,) whenever the magnitude, or the
difficulty of the case to be decided, was too great for the obtaining of Justice in the
inferior Courts. In some cases, also, it was permitted, for either of the parties in

~ a common suit to remove the proeeedings, in the first instance, by the Writs of
pone, or accedas ad Curiam ; and even after Judgment pronounced, to stay the

-issuing of Execution by Writ of false Judgment, and then rehear the Cause in
the superior Court.

It is the fate of all human institutions, however founded in wisdom and the best
‘intentions, to be subject to error or abuse. The Great Alfred, when he allowed of
‘this Appeal to himself from the inferior Courts, felt no apprehension that it would

be perverted to the embarrassment and vexation, instead of the ease and benefit of
his people. Sitting in person in the great Court of the Nation, it was not to be

“apprehended that any one would be sufficiently hardy to remove a Cause of insig-

_nificant or small import, merely for the purpose of delay, or to harrass his feebler
adversary : Such a conduct would be sure to experience immediate and exemplary
punishment. But, when the Kings of England ceased to be really present at the
Administration of Justice in their Great Court, and when the Court of King's Bench,
in its present form, became completely established, various circumstances con-
curred, to induce the Judges not to frown away Appeals which came from the
lower Courts. Hence the removal of suits became at length so frequent, that it
was soon found expedient to institute them in the upper Courts, in the first in-
stance, rather than be subject to the circuitous mode of a removal; and this cir-
cumstance combining with the neglect of the Great Men of the provincial districts,
in not attending to assist at the inferior Courts, has occasioned their having ge-
nerally fallen into disuse. .

The increase of Trade and Manufacture in the Country was, of course, attended
with an enlarged population in particular districts; and the disuse into which the
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inferior Courts had fallen was soon felt as a serious inconvenience: lipon which the
City of London, in order to substitute a remedy for itself, obtained an Act of Par-
liament, to enable two Aldermen and four Common-Councilmen to, sit twice a
week, in order to hear and determine all Causes of Debt arising within the City,
not exceeding the value of Forty Shillings.

In this manner summary redress was obtained for the Citizens of the Metropolis
at a moderate expence; and if the establishment were not subject to exception, in
regard to its intrenchment on the Trial by Jury, it might, from the elevated rank
in commercial life of the persons appointed to preside at it, be considered, in other
respects, a tolerably good substitute for the disused, but more ancient, and, in fact,
better Courts of the Country: And the more so, as from its Restriction to the
Limits of the City, it answered, in that point of view, the intention of the Hundred-
‘Court, by bringing home Justice to the Citizen’s door, without loss of time.

The Example thus set by the City of London has been followed by other trading
and populous Districts ; and sundry Courts of Request, or Courts of Conscience, for
the recovery of Small Debts, have been sanctioned by the Legislature, and are at
‘present pretty generally in use. But these Ceurts, in addition to the fundamental
objection against the Court for the City of London, do not now possess a single
trait, in their formation or practice, that can merit a favourable consideration.

The Commissioners who there preside, and ddtermine the causes brought
‘before them, are little otherwise than self-elected ; and, when once appointed, may
be considered as Standing Commissioners for the purposes of the Act. They are,
generally, too near in rank of life to the parties whose causes they decide ; and it
is no unusual thing for a Commissioner to pass on one side, whilst his brother
-Commissioners determine a question to which he himself is a party. The wide
limits of the jurisdiction of these Courts of Conscience are also another source of
vexation, as embracing districts of many miles in extent, which greatly harrass
both the suitors, as well complaining as defending : while, in fact, they do not
possess a single advantage for the people, that would not be infinitely better, and
more constitutionally answered, by a revival of the antient Hundred-Court ; which
would preserve the Trial by Jury, and bring home justice to the door of every man,
witheut any considerable loss of time, and at the least possible expence.

The Sheriffs’, or County Court, as established by Alfred the Great, is still, in
some respects, preserved, though greatly impaired, from the loss of that antient
dignity ‘and consequence which prevailed, when the bishop and great men of the
county attended, with the Sheriff, to preside in it. This court, though similar
to the Court-Baron and Hundred Court, is not a Court of Record ; and yet it has
the same power as possessed by them, ‘to hold pleas of debt, not amounting to forty
shillings ; and (by virtue of a court, called ¢ Justice’s”) to hold pleas of all per-
sonal actions to any amount. Thus the County Court possesses all the requisite

d
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powers to administer justice between party and party,as to debts under forty shillings;
and maintains, through its trial by Jury, that best prerogative and boasted right
of Englishmen, which is alarmingly infringed by the substitution of Commis-
sioners in the Courts of Conscience; so as to afford precedents in practice, the
evil consequences whereof no man can foresee, nor the extent to which they may
in time be carried. .

The County Courts, it must be remembered, are only a branch of the political
institution of our English Justinian, Alfred ; and were framed by him at the same
time with the Courts-Baron and Hundred-Courts : thus, by the immediate locality
of the lesser Courts, continuing to preserve the beautiful symmetry of his excellent
-system, and bringing home justice to the door of every man. But, deprived of
‘these lower Courts, a chasm is created ; and the only possible objection that seems
capable of being now taken to the institution of County Courts, presents itself in
the remoteness of the situation, in which, wherever they may be held, they must
be far distant from some parts of the County over which they preside. Let but
‘the Courts-Baron and the Hundred-Courts be restored, (or at any rate the latter,)
and the chasm will then be filled up; the harmony of plan again rendered com-
plete; and Justice may revisit the door of every man, without loss of time, or the
accumulation of unnecessary expence.

Tue Remarks above mentioned are solely confined to the inferior Courts esta-
blished amongst us for the recovery of Small Debts: and it may not be hazarding
too much, to conclude, that, if compared with a Trial by Jury, our Courts
-of Request, or of Conscience, do not present an equal certainty to the honest
Creditor, or the poor  Debtor, of obtaining Justice: But, on the contrary,
that many of them, from the extent of their jurisdictions, and the description of
;persons who are too often found to preside at them, are, not unfrequently, the very
‘bane of those principles which they profess to support, and which led ariginally to
their institution. ,

It now remains to consider of the Coercion directed by the law, to enforce its
ordinances for the recovery of small debts ; and the consequences produced by such
coercién, as it is now exerci,sfq!.

The plaintiff may have many miles to go, to swear to his debt, and obtain a sum-
mons for his debtor ; and when this is obtained, it is more than probable that he
will have the same journey to repeat on a fruitless errand, because the defendant may not
think proper, or be unable to attend. An order will then be issued for a future day,
and this too, in like manner as the summons, must be served upon the defendant.
At the time appointed the plaintiffis obliged to renew his journey ; and if he then esta-
blish his debt to the satisfaction of the Commissioners, whetherthe debtor attend ornot,
.be obtains a warrant of execution against his body. Thus armed with power, the
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Officer of the Court endeavours to arrest the Defendant ; but his natural apprehen-
sion of the loss of liberty occasions him to forsake his house, and skulk about as a
fugitive vagrant, until at length he is taken by surprize, and carried to prison. ,

It will not be dealing fairly by this class of Debtors, to attribute their conduct, as
here described, solely to dishonest motives. The sentiments of liberality and truth
require that great allowance should be made, for their situation in life, and their
want of knowing better: and to this, it is conceived, with their incapacity
of being absent from their daily labour without injuring their families, may more
properly be attributed their neglect of the process of the court, and the seeming
apathy with which they view the unfortunate situation to which they are thus
reduced. :

The Plaintiff will have had some fees to pay at the Court, and to its officer, for the
arrest; and, still smarting with the trouble and expence attending the many
Journeys he has been obliged to undertake, for establishing his demand, he of
course is but little disposed to compassionate his debtor; to whom he applies,
perhaps most wrongfully, the harsh epithets of Rogue or Swindler, with the
charge of incorrigible obstinacy, instead of the truer and more applicable terms of
¢ unfortunate, and ignorantly-confined poor man.”

The time of a prisoner’s confinement may be temporary, perhaps forty days; a
period which, in the ordinary course of life, may not be considered as of long dura-
tion. But who, possessing the mild sentiments of humanity, and the invaluable
blessings of Christian Knowledge, can contemplate the forlorn and wretched con-
dition of an unhappy prisoner, and thus venture to consider it, as applying to him?
If there be such a person, let him but picture to himself a man, torn from his
family, which can only live by the efforts of his daily labour;- hurried to a
prison, without a change of garments, and those which cover him of the most im-
poverished and thread-bare kind: where no medicine is provided against the hour
of sickness, which so frequently attends his altered situation : without a bed to lay
himself upon, in the dark and loathsome cell of a damp, unhealthy prison; without
the least firing, whatever may be the extreme of cold; without food ; nay, without
any corporeal provision of the humblest necessary, to support his fainting nature, or
the aid of a spiritual comforter, to sustain his failing Christianity in the day of trial!
Let him, I say, contemplate a picture of this kind, and it may then with confidence
be asserted, that he will be a convert from his opinion, and deem the term of incar-
ceration, even for forty days only, an age of woe! a sufferance, infinitely transcending
the cause which occasioned the unhappy situation of the prisoner, even though it were
admitted that his debt had been originally contracted by an excess of heedless dissi-
pation. The distracted sufferings of the prisoner’s wife, whose affections, though
unable to bring him relief, induce her daily to travel from her offspring, amidst cold
and wet, over adreary road, to soothe their father's care ;—for the pinching cold and
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hunger of ¢the children need not be noticed here, to heighten this scene of wretchedness,
as they must be presumed to receive some parochial relief, to save them from pe-
rishing. These are the certain and immediate consequences of a poor man's confine-
ment for a Court-of-Conscience debt !

But, to pursue the inquiry a little farther, (and it will be found that the above
1s only a faint description of the personal sufferings of the afflicted individual ;) No-
thing so effectually corrupts the morals, or debases the mind, as Imprisonment ; and
the bad effects produced on society by the consequences of such confinement, remain
yet to be disclosed. o

Shut up in a Bridewell (for of this sort are the prisons to which such debtors a¥e fre-
quently sent), in common with the most abandoned criminals, amongst whom, as of
necessity, he must associate, an intimacy will soon take place: and which, strange
as it may appear, (provision being made for the hardened criminal, however he may
bave outraged the laws of God or man, though withheld from the debtor,) will be
cemented into friendship by the very influence of gratitude, the most honourable tie
innature, in return for the pittance which is spared him, by a Felon's sympathy, to sup-
port his famished frame. A friendship thus formed (and its existence can hardly be
questioned or condemned) will soon be extended beyond the donor, to the companions
and associates of the criminal, who visit him in his confinement. His mind
becomes thus prepared for the commission of those crimes, which feed his fellow
prisoner : And where is the sanguine friend of subordination, whose zeal will hurry
him to conclude, that it will not be continued after the liberation of the Debtor;
nor attended with all those fearful consequences, which experience has confirmed
as the never-failing retinue of Evil Associations ?

The internal regulation of Bridewells, with an indiscriminate mixture of prisoners,
are so notoriously bad, that the poor man who enters within their walls as an unfor-
tunate debtor, must possess more resolution and fortitude than can be expected
from persons in his rank of life, if he be not dismissed with those habits of vice
and idleness about him, which may soon return him to his dreary abode, as a
formidable felon ; charged with the commission of crimes, that subject man’s life
to the offended laws of his country!

The object designed by the publication of this Work, does not admit of my
entering into an enlarged detail of the irregularities and bad management of the
Prisons in question. But, if the Reader's curiosity is excited by the foregoing
remarks, (which he will do well to consider, not as an effect of fancy, but as
the result of the Author’s personal observation ;) and if he be desirous of pursuing
the subject, he may find it but too faithfully delineated by that admirable writer,
Henry Fielding, in his “ Enquiry into the Causes of the Increase of Robbers,” &c.
a most authentick and interesting narrative of the hideous scenes of vice which
there take place; a detail of the alarming consequences that result to Society,
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from the permission of such abominable practices against good order and morality ;
and of which, (subject to little or no modification,) the Author cannot hesitate in
opinion, that they actually and fully exist at the present day, in all their horrid
enormity.

- Having thus, in a hasty sketch, gone through the proposed Inquiry, it remains
to be discussed,  whether the permitting the body of a Debtor to be taken in
execution, for a Debt not amounting to Forty Shillings, will not be found, under
the best laws and best arrangement that human wisdom can frame, an impolitick
teafure; likely to defeat its own end, and calculated materially to injure the in-
terests ©f publick ceconomy” To form a just opinion upon this head, let the
price be considered, which is paid to a labouring man for his hire, at the lowest
possible rate by which the value of his time can be estimated. The produce of
his labour might, indeed, be taken as a truer criterion; but, as this would lead to
calculations not so readily elucidated, and be open to some cavils from inventive
acuteness, the former is preferred, and made the basis of the following remarks;
which are submitted by the Writer, with an earnest hope that they may excite
the attention of some more efficient and able pen, in justice to the important
subject.

A labouring husbandman, for instance, may be considered to receive one shilling
and sixpence per day, or nine shillings per week, for his hire. Now this, for the
space of forty days,—the supposed term of his confinement, excluding the interve-
nient Sundays,—will amount to the sum of two pounds eleven shillings ; and, con-
sidering his debt to be one guinea, will be more than double its amount. On the
most moderate computation, therefore, the loss sustained by the publick will
be found to exceed twice the amount of the sum sought to be recovered by the
individual Creditor.

It may be advanced, that if you take away the Debtor’s liability in his person
for such debts, the poor man will get no credit; and that this circumstance will
subject him to greater inconveniences than those he sustains under the law, in its
present form.

The first part of this apprehension, it is admitted, might in some cases take
place; but that it would produce inconveniences greater, or even equal to the con-
sequences of imprisonment, is most earnestly denied.

The loss of credit, if it should happen, would produce one of these two effects : either
that a labouring man should live within his means, or apply to his parish, in the
first instance, for parochial relief. And, surely, should the latter event occur, it
will be found materially in favour of the parish, (upon a decent rep:esentation
being made out, entitling the applicant to relief,) that they should contribute some-
thing, in aid of his labour, for the support of himself and family; rather than be
obliged wholly to maintain the family during the confinement of the father, with
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the certainty of his returning to his hamlet a disgraced man, ¢ a'man forbid!” as
our great Poet phrases it ; a man, deprived of his former habits of industry, and fitted
only to rank with the idle poor, than whom there cannot be greater pests to
Society. But, while the attention is engaged about confining the Persons of
Debtors, is it to be supposed that an execution against their Goods is a thing with-
out influence? Is there not a commendable pride, amongst the humblest cottagers
and occupiers of rooms, to have their little places set out with domestick conve-
niences, equal if not superior to their neighbours? Will not the preservation
of these objects of their regard from the execution of the Law, sufficiently stimulate
them to pay their debts? Nay, even should this not be the case, will not the de-
priving them of their Goods be of less injury to the Country, than the confine-
ment of their Persons? And, supposing they bave no effects, what good can result
from their imprisonment, when they avowedly have not the meauns to pay their
debts ?

Let this power of the Law be done away : let it be concluded that thus they wilt
obtain no credit; and it will then be seen, that they must work, or seek parochial
relief: and what then will be the next result? If they apply for the latter improperly,
they may be sent to prison, not as debtors, but as vagrants; and, instead of idle-
ness and no allowance, (the lot ofa debtor, subjected to the discipline of a prison,)
they must be kept to hard labour, and fed on the poor, yet life-supporting food of
a place of confinement. It seems paradoxical, to treat of the relative duties we
owe to society, and at the same time admit a creditor’s right to destroy the exercise
of those duties, by shutting up his debtor in prison for a sum, perhaps of One
Shilling only, or even possibly of Four Pence! The impolicy of the measure is
felt, in the loss to the publick of the debtor’s services ; in his discharge from pri-
son a worse member of society than he went in; and in the loss to his creditor of
the debt: So that it seems to possess no one obvious or incidental good ; and
the only end at all answerable by it, will be found in the gratification of one of the
worst passions of our nature ;—the vindictive resentment of a creditor!

Whilst the Law allows a confinement of the person for the debts here spoken
of, it is submitted, as a desirable regulation, First, that all Publicans’ scores
should be precluded from recovery; and, Secondly, that a limitation of time, to
the period of one year, should be fixed, for the recovery of all debts under the
amount of Forty Shillings*. These two regulations alone, it is conceived, would

* The Rev. Daniel Williams of Caermarthen was confined at the Suit of one Broker Cuok, 21st July
1807, for a Debt of 1l 18s. 6d. The Costs amounted to 6s. 5d. This Gentleman paid into Court
1L 10s. He then went into Wales; and upon his return was arrested for the remaining 14s. 11d. on
the 5th of May 1809, and confined twenty days in the Borough Compter.—~Jokn Bird, at the Suit of
Lawrence Newman, a Publican, for a Debt of Four pence, and Costs 7s. 6d., had a Warrant of Execution

granted against him, dated 9th July 1808, and was committed to Giltspur Street Compter, 14th May
1810, nearly two years after. For the latter of these Cases, see my Statement in page 232.
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prodice much good, and materially diminish the number of imprisonments for
Small Debts.

But, the restoring of Courts Baron, The Hundred Courts, and The County
Courts would, it is believed, be productive of so many commercial advantages,
that the arrest of the debtor’s Person might very safely be laid aside, (without
the smallest hazard of injury to his Creditor,) to the benefit of the Country at
large ; the lessening of the Poors’ Rates in particular districts ; and the great relief
of a class, the most laborious and useful in the community.

The truth, and the application of the Observations which have here been made,
must be known to many persons: But, to that honourable and most respectable
class of Gentlemen, who, with such distinguished credit to themselves, and satis-
faction to the Country, discharge the important duties of Magistracy, they must
be particularly known : And it is, therefore, with the most profound respect that
they are more immediately addressed to them ; in the earnest hope that some
amongst them will deem the subject deserving of their attention, and as such,
exert the weight of their talents and influence to call it to the consideration of
Parliament, as a measure of internal regulation, that highly merits their delibera-
tive wisdom; and from which abundant benefit will be derived to the Country,
and to those humble individuals, who stand so much in need of every indulgent
exertion for their relief.

Of the ruinous effects of the system here decried, enough is said to convince
the greatest sceptic, that its tendency has been to degrade the human character; to
corrupt and vitiate the minds of the labouring people; and thus to increase and
establish a general profligacy of manners.
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OBSERVATIONS

ON

CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS.

WHEN the mind contemplates the vast variety of offences by the Laws of
England made punishable with death, surprize must naturally follow the reflection,
mingled with sympathy and regret at the degraded state of society ; but when, to
this dark series of crimes, is added the almost incalculable number of offences,
serving as it were like feeders to a reservoir, which are made punishable by trans-
portation, fine, and imprisonment, how greatly will that surprize be increased, and
the mind of the philanthropist be stimulated to inquire into the cause of this in-
creasing load of human misery ; forming so complex and numerous a catalogue,
that an eminent and learned barrister deemed the making a list of them a task of
almost impracticable difficulty ; but which, (from the work * of a late worthy magis-
trate, who long discharged the arduous duties of the Bench at a public office,
with distinguished credit to himself, and service to the community,) we may con-
clude not to be of less enormous magnitude, than six thousand seven hundred and
eighty-nine ; for to this extent has the author observed upon the penal statutes,
under numbered heads. And although more than one number may, and in fact
does, in many cases, relate to the same offence, yet new crimes have arisen and
been made punishable since the appearance of that publication. Offences at the
Common Law, and declared as such by local and private acts of parliament, did not
fall within the scope of the work; but will, it is expected, be found to supply suffi-
cient substitutes for all those crimes, which are referred to under more heads than
one; sufficient, at least, to maintain the original number, as so many distinct heads
of Crimes and Punishments.

It would be at the same time both instructive and interesting, if we could
look back into the early ages of society, and trace with any tolerable degree of cor-
rectness, the history and progress of crimes and punishments. But, unfortunately,
the materials for such a view of the subject are scanty, and not easily attainable :

* Sir William Addington's *“ Abridgement of the Penal Statutes.”
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for, upon inquiry, the page of history will be found principally occupied with
matters of state, and historians busy in recording the actions of princes and their
nobles. Thus, in handing down to posterity the wars, negotiations, and treaties of
empires, they have suffered the moral characters of the people, and the natural
history of countries (subjects infinitely more interesting to the general welfare of
mankind), to pass unnoticed, and be lost in the obscurity of time.

The English Statute-Book, however, as relating to this country, and during the:
age it embraces, may be considered to supply, in some degree, the defect of history;
and be referred to as a standard, from which conclusions on the moral state of the

-people, at different periods, may, with tolerable safety, be drawn. Although in a.
work of this nature it cannot be expected that every statute inflicting the pain of
death, or subordinate punishment, should be expressly noticed; yet a reference to
a few of them, it is conceived, will not only render the subject more familiar to.
such persons as are not accustomed to think upon it; but at the same time throw some-
general and useful light upon the inquiry. And truly grateful will it prove to the:
feelings of the Author, if at any future time, some able pen, desirous of engaging in
the cause of humanity, and with leisure and ability to do justice to the work, should
be engaged in a general revision of the English Statute-Book, as regarding crimes
and punishments, and indulge the publick with his remarks.

Before we enter on the proposed reference to the Statute-Book, it will not be amiss.
if we first consider, What is understood by the Common Law of England, or, at
least, so far as it regards our subject.

The unwritten or common Law, as it now stands, may be considered as a rem-
nant of the jurisprudence of our Saxon Ancestors; who, ignorant of the art ef”
communicating ideas by characters, were of necessity obliged to commit to memory
their Laws, as weH as the portion of learning they had acquired, and by the force
of tradition to hand them down to posterity. And although our haughty Con-
querors (proud of a knowledge they scarcely possessed, as being confined to their
priests at an early period after the Conquest), adopted the written or Statute Eaw for
the government of the people; yet it is by no means a clear deduction, that in
those early times it was of any advantage to the nation : for, so long did the bulk
of the people continue in a state of ignorance, as to reading and writing, that even
at so late a period in our own history as the year 1547, cogsiderably short of three
centuries ago, -an act of parliament was passed ¥, to gwe the benefit of clergy to-
peers of the realm, and to save them from the ignominy of being burnt in the
hand, notwithstanding they were unable to read. And these written laws not al-
ways carrying with them that perfection of reason, which is considered one of the attri-
butes of the Common law, became as it were a drag-net to catch the people in ;. for

* 1 Edw. VL. Cap. 12
€
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the justness of the apophthegm was lost, and the multitude were unable to read the
written substitute. And it must be presumed, that a government ruling a nation
by oral laws, will be more particular in promulgating its decrees by oral proclama-
tions to the people, than the government which relies on its lex scripta, and the
legal maxim that “ Ignorance is no excuse.”

In these times, when reading and writing are so generally understood, and prae-

-tised by all classes of the people, the observations here made lose much of their
force ; but it is conceived they will serve to elucidate some remarks that may arise
in the progress of the inquiry.

Notwithstanding what has been here said, the Common Law, as it now stands,
cannot be considered as being purely oral, or traditional ; for it may now be found
in our ancient Law-Books, in our reporters, and in our records of judicial pro-
ceedings.

A short account of the origin of what is termed « Benefit of Clergy,” and a few
strictures on the absurd continuation ‘of it to this day, when scarce a remnant of
the principle remains, of describing offences of the greatest magnitude as felonies
with, or without benefit of clergy, it is expected will not be uninteresting to some
persons, whom humanity may incite to the perusal of a work like the ;present;
whose author has no other aim in view than the hope of contributing his feeble
efforts to rescue such of his fellow-creatures ‘as unfortunately fall into the way of
temptation from greater evil; to reclaim such as do fall, and generally to ameliorate
the lowest condition of human wretchedness : and the informed reader, and those
who are better -acquainted with the subject than the author himself, will, it is
hoped, in the gentleness of their natures, excuse this digression : a digression, into
which heis led from the general ignorance he has found to prevail through large
classes of the people ; and even in‘thase circles of society, where better information
might be expected to exist, of the important distinction in the natures and «con-
sequences of crimes so designated by the legislature.

The Saxon Kings of England, remarkable for their devotedness and sublmsslon to
the see of Rome, were ready on all occasions to enlarge the privileges, and augment
the revenues of the church ; but, when the Norman race ascended the throne, the
affairs of the church assumed a new aspect. Accustomed to arbitrary sway, these
hardy chieftains were not disposed to possess a divided power ; and -they equally
struggled for absolute authority over both the church.and the people.

William the Conqueror carried his endeavours so far, that he apenly denied
doing homage to the pope, ‘seized on the consecrated vesséls of the church, amd in-
terdicted the British clergy from receiving orders without his permission.

The reigns of William:Rufus, and ef Henry the First, were not less remarkable
than the Conqueror’s, for the steady opposition of those princes to the influence
of the see of Rome; nor was the policy of ithat church less conspicuous for the
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wnisdomn with which she gave way to the resolute steadiness of these determined Kings,
mather tham, by fruitless struggles, afford them a pretence for shaking off the small
influence she was allowed to retain; and which afterwards so completely extended
itself; as.in future reigns to effect the entire subjugation of the kingdom.

"Fhe publick troubles during the reign of Stepheny and the obligations he owed to
the church, for seating him on the throne, which he had seized against the rightful
keir of his uncle, fitted this period for the policy of the see of Rome to act upon -
and although we find him, within a few monthe after he ascended the throne,
violating his coronation oath, by seizing upon the revenues of the archbishop of
Canterbury, and acting in other respects like his Nornran predecessors ; yet he suf-
fered the court of Rome to appoint a legate to his kingdom ; and thus laid the foun-
dation of afterwards humbling the English bishops, and other ecclesiastics, as well as
the monarchs of the empire at large *.

“The influence of the Church of England, during the four succeedmg reigns, was
gradually on. the increase, and at times most prodigiously advanced; though subject
to these occasional fluctuations, which naturally resulted frem the turbulence of the
times, and the fickle disposition of the reigning monareh ; who, too frequently re-
gardless of every solemn pledge, however formally made, governed the country
according to existing circumstamces, and as opportunities arose favourable to the
indulgenee of his appetites, or caleulated to subserve the capricious pursuits of
his mindi Thus we find, in the Great Charter, or what is more emphatically termed
¢ the Charter of -Liberties,” obtained from king John by his hardy barons, on that
memorable plain called Runnimead, and which retains its name to this day, the firs¢
article is, * That the Church of England shall be free, and enjoy her whole rights
and liberties inviolable:” But what those rights and those liberties were, we are not
informed ; the holy fathers most probably eonsidering it more for the advantage of
the chureh to rest themselves on a reference to the unwritten maxims and customs
of their Saxon' aneestors, than to have them defined by any written law, even
thoagh it should be framed under circumstances most favourable to their own
desires. :

The primitive doctrine, ¢ that the Church of Christ sheuld be treated with the
tenderness of an infant, and have all the privileges of a person under age,” by a
eonfounding of times was readily extended to the clergy, in their individual charac-
ters; and they personally claimed the exemptions and indulgences of a figurative
expression, originally used to describe the perfect state of the infant church, in its

* Alberic was the Pape’s Legate. Rapin says, ¢ that the troubles in Stephen’s reign exalted the Mitre
above the Crown ; and instances also the penance of Henry II. apgd the excommunication, of the Primate
of York, and Bjshops of London, Durham, and Exeter.
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collective character, < without spot or wrinkle *.* The affectionate regard that
subsisted between the early Saxon Christians and their teachers, and the devout and
submissive character of these people in matters of religion, induced them not to
be over tenacious, in regard to the privileges they allowed to persons so much
within their affections ; and who taught a doctrine, by which they were to be con-
sidered as the peculiar lot and inheritance of God, and as separated from the
noise and bustle of the world, that they might possess leisure to spend their time
in meditation and prayer. Hence, viewing their church in the favourable light
of persons meither addicted, nor scarcely liable to the temptation of immoralities,
they readily suffered them to declare themselves independent of the civil power:
and whenever it so happened, that the frailties of human nature prevailed against
these presumptions, the guilty churchman was handed over to the ordinary, to be
dealt with according to the rules of the Canon Law, )

The privileges thus acquired by the Clergy from the pious Saxons, were fre-
quently trampled upon by the Norman princes, during the long continued strug-
gles for absolute sway, which subsisted between them and the church of Rome.
This may be gathered from the passage already noticed in the Great Charter ; but
which, it seems, did not, as must have been expected, secure them from the hand
of the Civil Power : For, in the subsequent reign of Edward the First, anno 1275,
we find it declared by the Statute of Westminster, * That a clerk taken for guilty
of felony shall be delivered to his ordinary, according to the privilege of the holy
church, after the custom aforetime used;” or, in other words, That the Civil
power should not proceed to convict a clerk in holy orders.

One of the most distinguished features of the Saxon criminal law, which pre-
wailed in England before the Conquest, was its mildness, the infrequency of capital
punishment, and the allowance for notorious offenders to commute even that
punishment for a fine; But it is from the time of the Norman Conquest, we are
to trace the origin and progress of that extreme severity, which now so materially
disfigures the criminal code of England: for, notwithstanding the conquest of
William has been treated as a conquest or overthrow of a monarch, who had usurped
the throne, and not of the people, yet it was such a conquest of power, that the
people were in no condition to resist. And as the Conqueror, on all occasions, en-
deavoured to introduce a community of language between his newly-acquired and
his Norman subjects, by ordering schools to be established throughout the king-
dom, for teaching, and bringing the language of the latter people into general use,
and by causing the pleadings in the courts of judicature to be carried on in the same
language ; it may, with the aid of the many authorities on that head, be naturally
toncluded, that the same motives of policy and partiality, which induced the King

* See Epistle to Ephesians, chap. v. ver. 27.
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to endeavour at establishing his native tongue, extended also their influence to
occasion his introduction of the Laws of Normandy ;—such, in particular, as
seemed best calculated to support his newly-acquired power, or to contribute to his
favourite diversion of hunting; no punishment or privation being deemed too
severe, for the subject who infringed on either. Hence we find *, that he put
great numbers of his English Subjects to death; caused the eyes of many others
to be put out, or their hands and feet to be cut off, and condemned abundance
of them to perpetual imprisonment, for very small offences. We also learn
that he caused another violent infringement of the English Constitution, by dis-
peopling whole Countries+:, for the purpose of his Royal diversion of the-
Chase; and subjecting both those Districts, and all the ancient forests of the
kingdom, to the unreasonable severities of the « Forest Laws,” imported from
the Continent. :

-« From this Root,” as a learned and elegant Commentator { expresses himself,
« although the Forest Laws have been mitigated, and are almost grown obsolete,
has sprung a bastard Slip, known by the name of the Game Law, now arrived to,
and wantoning in its highest vigour.”

With the Norman Conquest, the more homely, but more intelligible and less
cruel Maxims of distributive Justice amongst the Saxons, gave way to the deeper
chicanery of Norman Jurisprudence. That Monarch, who could introduce. a
Trial by Combat, for the decision of Civil and Criminal Questions of fact, was not
likely to be scrupulous about inflicting death, or other punishment, disproportioned
to the mature of the Crime committed. And yet, notwithstanding its general ap-
plication in the present day, it was not until the reign of Henry the First, who
succeeded his brother Rufus, that the crime of Theft was made punishable as a

capital offence §.

The small pottion of Learning which existed in that Age of Ignorance and Su-
perstition, was confined to the Clergy, and to those who were designed for Holy
Orders; for scarcely to any others were the arts of reading or writing known.
The Benefit of Clergy, which perhaps originated in the assumed infallibility of
Churchmen, as being members of an infallible church, and which, under the mild
administration of the Saxons, was little more than a mark of distinction; yet, when
the Normans introduced their Forest Laws, with new-fangled Cruelties as punish-
ments, was no longer considered as a mere privilege of distinction ; but it became
a matter of solid Advantage to the Clergy, to be entitled to claim their exemption
from liability to the secular power; or otherwise, to be delivered over to their
Ordinary, when accused of a Crime. ‘

* Rapin, vol. L. p. 181.
+ Blackstone’s Commentaries, vol. IV. p. 415. + Ibid. p. 415.
$ Ibid. p. 420.
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Cruelty'in: Punishments universally defeats- its ewn- end,, and' never fails to rise a -
general desire of disappointing its- operations. Even: a sangninary Monarch, who
introduces a: cruel law, must,. at the last moment, feel a natural repugnance to its .
execution; and a readiness to- catch at any excuse, under which mercy may be
extended to the delinquent, without forfeiting his own consistency. ,

The Privilege or Benefit of Clergy was, in its:Ongin, confined to the ’\Iembers
of the Church; and as Learning was peculiarly their own, so the being able to read
was considered and taken as Evidence of thie party accused being a Clergyman, or,.
as it was then termed, a Clerk: And although,. in the course of time, other persons,
neither in the Church, nor designed for Holy Orders, became capable of reading,.
the natural reluctance against giving effect to cruel punishiments suffered the same.
Evidence to prevail. If the party accused were but found able to read, he was al-
lowed the Benefit of Clergy, and delivered over to the Ordinary. Thus originated
that distinction, which, notwithstanding its obsoleteness, and its having been. li-
mited, and even abolished, under modern Acts of Parliament, as to its original.
operation,. is still allowed to disfigure the Criminal Law of England, by the division
of Felony, under the heads of  Felony with,” or ¢ Felony without the Benefit of
Clergy " Terms, not understood by one tenth part of the people, who may forfeit
their lives under the distinction.

A modern learned Writer *, (not more distinguishable for his learning than hns
humanity ; and to whom the publick are largely indebted for his late arduous exer-
tions, to produce reform in part of the Criminal Law, although unattended with
the success they merited,) describes the astonishment which was expressed in the
language, and painted in the countenance of a wretch, who was convicted of
stealing his master’s wine; at finding that the Sentence pronounced upon him was
that of Death; or, to use the language of Paley,  at finding himself inextricably
entangled in the fatal net.” . Fatal, indeed, it was to him! for the Judge left him
for Execution. Here is ari instance of the ruinous effect of Ignorance, in a man,
who, in all probability, would not have committed the Offence for which.he suf-
fered, if he had known the awful punishment that awaited his Crime. He might
have heard of Felony ; but the word, in its ahstract meaning, implies nothing like
loss of Life: and he probably knew of some amongst his associates, who had been
convicted of felony, and only suffered transportation, or some less punishment ;
and most likely the distinction of Benefit of Clergy was wholly unknown
to him.

In a late publication we are told, That a memorial, addressed to the Sheriff of
Middlesex from the Prisoners in Newgate, signed by 152 of the Criminals, had 25
names written in a fair hand; 26 in a bad and partly-illegible hand; and that the

* Sir Samuel Romilly, on Criminal Law, p. 44.



CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS. xxxXix

remaining 101 were signed with a cross. On another occasion it appeared that
but few of the prisoners could read with facility; that more than half of them
could not read at all; and that a large majority were totally unacquainted with the
nature, object, and end of Religion itself. Happy, indeed, was it for this mass of
ignorance, that the humane Act of the 5th of Queen Anne existed as Law; by
which it is provided, “ That a Convicted Felon shall not be required to read, but
only be punished as a Clerk Convict, the same as if he had read as a Clerk;” or
otherwise, they would have found themselves entangled in Dr. Paley’s inextricable
net, and have been hurried into the presence of their Maker, to seek that mercy for
their ignorance of the Divine Law, which was denied them on Darth by thelr
persecuting brethren.

The above remarks may by some persons be considered as a cavil about words:
but let them who entertain such an opinion consider, what is the sad effect of those
words; and whether it is within the reach of human language, with the fairest in-
tentions, to describe, in terms too distinct, and clear, and void of all possibility of
misapprehension, the awful consequence of being convicted of Felony, without
Benefit of Clergy: and then, let them determine, whether ‘the words « Felony,
‘without Benefit of Clergy,” are best calculated to convey their intended meaning
to an unlettered Offender.

It is foreign to our purpose, to institute a particular inquiry into the motives
that first induced man to quit his state of nature, and become a social animal.
It ‘may be sufficient, if we consider him in his gregarious character, as we now
find him ; and generally conclude, that it was the attraction of the sexes, the help-
less state of infancy, mutual wants, and mutual preservation, but, above all, the
Law of God imprinted on his breast, which placed him there.

‘What portion of his natural rights ‘he surrendered, in exchange for the protéc-
tion of society, or what in particular he retained, it will be equally unnecessary for
us to inquire into; as we shall prefer drawing our conclusions from the known
axiom, that ““'Law is the absolute perfection of Reason; and that nothing which is
contrary to Reason can be consonant to Law.” But, in regard to the punishment
of Death, it may deserve to be remarked, that man, not having the right to take
away 'his own life, could not by possibility have surrendered that right to others ;
end that ‘those who support the infliction of capital punishments, must seek the
right from same other authority than a supposed surrender of Man on his be-
coming-a Meniber of .Bociety. * And in making the Inquiry it will be well, (as a
'humane and elegant writer * on‘the Penal Law expresses himself,) for lawgivers to
remember, that they are, virtually, and in effect, the executioners of every fellow
*Citizen, - who suffers death in consequence of any penal statute.”

* Principles of Penal Law, p. 28.
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Happy indeed must we picture that State of Society, in which the passions of
man occasion no disorder, nor the clashings of private interest any difference of
epinion, or disturbance of the public weal. But alas! such a view of mankind

- must be purely imaginary ; for the practieal experience of life, and the history of
all ages, deny the possible existence of such a state of society. They prove the
melancholy contrast; and that, while the passions of individuals range without
controul, the private interests of all will too frequently be suffered to obscure every
idea of natural Justice. Henece, Laws must be made, to restrain the one, and
regulate the other; or the end of society will be destroyed: For infinitely better
would it be, for a man to remain in a state of Nature, and inhabit the desert, with
all his wants and all his fears upon his head, than to be the member of a Society,
i which the Laws aiford him no protection.

Laws, thus considered, appear to be the legitimate offspring of necessity; and so
far as they are confined within the principle of being necessary for preserving the
existence of the State, they certainly fall within the natural and implied compact,
(whatever it may be called or considered), under which Society was first formed.

But, when the Laws exceed this bound, the right of making them becomes more

. doubtful ; and.the doubt encreases in the same proportion, as the urgency of the
necessity decreases. ,

The prevention of crimes, then, appears to be the only true object of human
punishments. This, it is believed, may be effected by the adoption of laws,
calculated by their mildness, and certainty of execution, to produce a reform in the
habits of the Culprit, and fit him again for the duties of Society : And this should
at all times be attempted, as deserving the highest consideration of the Legislature,
by the infliction of Fines, Corparal Inflictions, the Pillory, or other public mark
~of ignominy, temporary imprisonment, or transportation ; instead of those cruel and
sanguinary laws, which, as long and sad experience has taught us, defeat their own
ends, and stand without even the excuse of necessity for their continuance, or any
apology for their original adoption ; unless it can be found in their hasty creation.
But this is an excuse which a Legislator, professing to be the friend of mankind,
would scarcely be pleased to accept. There may, however, be crimes, of a deeper
magnitude than those which the preceding punishments are calculated to prevent,
such as offences which are immediately destructive of the existence of Society.
These it may be necessary to put it out of the power of the delinquent to repeat;
and an end so important may be effected, either by perpetual imprisonment or
transportation for life. In some extreme cases, the ultimate punishment of death
may perhaps be resorted to; but this, like sacred ground, should only be converted
to the ordinary purposes of Man, under circumstances of the greatest possible
urgency.
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How far the British Legislature has, for a succession of ages, beengoverned by
these principles in its Law-giving capacity, will be best discovered by the proposed
reference to the Statute-Book ; preparatory to which it may be proper to remark,
that the Great Charter, and the Charter of Forests, are not to be read as original
Laws, or as containing all the then existing Laws of England : But the first rather as
a declaration of the ancient Rights of the Subject, which had been infringed upon
by the Norman Monarchs; and the latter as a reform of the excesses and encroach-
ments which had been made on the milder laws of Saxon government, in respect
to the Royal Forests.

In the Great Charter it is provided and declared, That no Man shall be amerced
for a small fault, but after the manner of the fault; and for a great fault, after
the-greatness thereof ; thus equalizing and adapting the punishment to the magnis
tude or smallness of the Crime: principles of justice, upon which the Saxon Laws
were founded, and which have preserved their chardcter through all ages; but
which, ill suiting the turbulent and haughty spirit of the imperious Normans, were
trampled upon in their excess of pride; and Cruelty, in all its wantonness of power,
created inventive punishments for small offences, disgraceful to Barbarians, and
shocking to humanity. This is manifested by the 10th Chapter of the Charter of
Forests, declaring That ¢ no man should suffer castration, loss of eyes, or cutting
off his hands or feet, for destroying or disturbing any fowl of the air, or any beast
of the field, reserved for the royal amusement of the Sovereign.”

Surely, in the punishments here meant to be restrained, there was no Analogy
between the smallness of the offence, and the penalty to be inflicted. It must
have been the arbitrary will of man, acted upon by a heated imagination, that
could alone have given them birth. And yet, horrid as they are in their natures,
it must not be supposed that they were unfrequently inflicted ; for, had that been
the fact, the declaration of equality of punishments to the extent of crimes, con-
tained in the Great Charter, might have satisfied a single Case, and operated as a
restraint upon the cruelty of the Laws in future. But the state of Society, at that
period of the History of the Kingdom, naturally made men eager in the pursuits
of the Chase, from the absence of many employments of industry, which have
since presented themselves ; and the frequency of the crime, and consequent punish-
ment, notwithstanding its enormity, influenced the Baronage; who, being able to
demand these declarations of the rights of the people from their Royal Master,
were but little disposed to leave any point open to the chicane and subtile refine-
ments of the Norman Lawyers.

In the reign of Edward I. the Benefit of Clergy originally appears upon the
Statute-Book ; but it was in the succeeding reign of Edward II. that it became
more fully provided for, and a certain history was given of that seeming absurdity,

f
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which has been so long suffered to disfigure the criminal laws of England, by
the distinction of felony with, or without Benefit of Clergy.

The 4th of Edward the Third provides, That “ Sheriffs and Gaolers shall receive,
and safely keep in prison, thieves and felons, without taking any thing for their
receipt.” Where, then, is the origin of Gaol fees to be found? ~ Before this early
reign they may be supposed to have existed in abuse, and this statute made to cor
rect and restrain their being taken in future: and yet, to this day, they are per-
mitted to exist, as will hereafter be justly observed upon.

The Reign of Edward II1. is also remarkable for the Statute of Treasons, which
1s valuable to the Subject, not only as defining what shall be deemed Treason in
future; but for the restraint it puts upon constructive Treasons, by leaving it to
the King and his Parliament to declare, what other cases, not therein specified,
ought to be adjudged Treason, or other felony : and also, for its declaring certain
offences not to be Treason, but only felony, or trespass, according to the laws of
the Land, of old time used, and as the case required.

With these Statutes before us, and in the recollection of the amiable and manly
virtues of the Prince under whose reign they passed, it will be scarcely possible to
refer to the Statute in the 25th year of his reign, (inflicting the punishment of loss
of life and limb, with forfeiture of estate and effects, for engrossing or forestalling
Gascony Wine,) without lamenting the imbecillity of our nature, and remarking
.on the great caution which men should use, to divest themselves of their prejudices
and their appetites, when they assume the characters of Legislators: or etherwise
they will for ever incur the hazard of assigning excessive and unjust penalties to the
commission of small and unequal faults, in which their passions or interests may

be engaged. :

- In this Law we find the Great Charter of the Land expressly violated; all the
principles of Humanity and Justice, and the bond by which man is united to society
most wantonly outraged, for the riot of a Feast! and yet, in that early age, as
in the still earlier time of Richard the First, the effect of sanguinary laws defeating
their own end was discovered, and acknowledged, by a repeal of the horrid am-
putations inflicted on transgressors against the Forest Laws, (which had been then
so recently grafted on English jurisprudence), by reason of their extreme severity ;
even in that age of rudeness, preventing prosecutions against the offenders : whilst
in the 37th of Edward theThird, the cruel and impolitic law to prevent the engrossing
and forestalling of Wine, was for the same reason repealed, and more equal and
natural restraints were imposed on the offence. This milder law may be considered
to have proved itself the better remedy, from its being suffered to continue through
a long succession of years, until grown obsolete by a change of circumstances.

The like remarks will equally apply to another statute of this reign (Edw. II1.)
making the transportation of wool out of the kingdom a capital offence; which was
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afterwards repealed, as to the loss of life and- member: And fortunate was it for
the people of that day, that so long and venerable a reign afforded sufficient oppar-,
tunities to determine by experience, (the best touchstone by which to -evince the
wisdom or folly of all human actions,) whether sanguinary or milder Laws were
most clearly calculated to restrain the commission of offences.

In the reign of Henry the Fourth, it was forbidden touse “ the Craft of multiplica-
tion of Gold or Silver,” under the pains of felony ; and in the third year of the suc-'
ceeding King’s Reign, it was declared Treason, to clip, wash, or file the Money of
the Land ; both of them severities of punishment, that would require considerable
ingenuity to justify their application; whilst the long continuance of the latter
offence proves, by the practical experience of ages, that the severest laws in the
power of man to inflict, are not effectual remedies against the perpetration of-
Crimes.

In a subsequent reign, that of Henry VIII. remarkable for the Vices of the Pnnoe,
(who, by an elegant and not uncourtly Historian * is described as violent, cruel,
profuse, rapacious, unjust, obstinate, arrogant, bigotted, presumptive and capri-
cious, a catalogue of crimes scarcely to be found in the same person,) and for the
almost incredible number of 72,000 persons, who are stated to have died by the
hands of the executioner ; we shall not be surprized to find the Benefit of Clergy,
that screen to the lettered man, taken away, by one general act: and then, as it
were with a drag-net, drawing in and subjecting a class of persons to the ultimate
punishment of death, who were not in the contemplation of the Law-makers, when
the laws themselves were framed. This veign is also remarkable for a law, wan-
toning in cruelty, which declares That wilful poisoning shall be adjudged High
Treason, * and the perpetrator be boiled to death:” a punishment, that bespeaks
as much feroclty in the Law-maker, as wickedness in the offender.

In this reign Servarits, guilty of embezzling their Master’s goods to the value of
40s. were deprived of the privilege of Clergy and Sanctuary, and thereby subjected,
without distinction, to the pains of death: surely, a punishment highly dispro-
portioned to the comparative smallness of the offence ; and such a one as naturally
leads the mind to inquire, in what possible view of just or political Legislation, the
mere act of embezzlement to the value of 40s. unaccompanied with other circum-
stances of aggravation, can be considered as a crime of magnitude sufficient to
‘merit the infliction of death. But, a Monarch, who was himself the slave of pas-
sions, with Parliaments abject in submission to his will, was not likely to make
Justice in Mercy the basis of his laws. From such reigns we can only expect to
find those monstrous inconsistencies, described by Hume in the following manner.
“ By one Statute, for instance, it was declared Treason, to assert the validity of

* Hume's History of England, vol. IV. pp, 266, 276.
fg '
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the King’s marriage either with Catherine of Arragon, or Anne Boleyn. By
another, it was Treason to say any thing to the disparagement or slander of the
Princesses Mary and Elizabeth, (the Issue of those Queens;) and to ecall them
spurious, would no doubt have been construed to their slander. Nor would even a
profound silence, with regard to these delicate points, be able to save a person
from such penalties: for, by the former statute, whoever refused to answer upon
Oath to any point contained in that Act, was subjected to the pains of Treason.
The King, therefore, needed only propose to any one a question, with regard to
the legality of either of his first marriages: If the person were silent, he was a
Traitor by Law; if he answered, either in the negative or the affirmative, he
was no less a Traitor.”

This Reign, towards its close, affords also another striking instance of the little
attention which was at that time paid to the inflicting of punishments, after the
manner of the fault, in an Act, which makes it felony to take the Eggs of a Falcon,
Goshawk, or Lanard, or the Birds out of their nests. Is it possible that the Egg
of a Bird can be worth the life of a Man? and yet the Legislature of that day must
have so considered it.

It has already been noticed, that in the reign of Henry the Eighth, the Beneﬁt of
Clergy was wholly taken away, without distinction of persons. But this, in the
following Reign, was qualified, in favour of Peers of the Realm; the first of Ed-
ward the Sixth, anno 1547, granting the Benefit of Clergy to such Peers as had
place and voice in parliament, although they should be unable to read : a Statute,
that distinctly marks the state of learning in those days; and presents an apology in
the ignorance of the people, which better times are not entitled to. Robbing in
any dwelling-house, the owner being therein, and whether waking or sleeping, by
an Act in the same reign, forfeits the Benefit of Clergy.

The reign of queen Elizabeth, glorious in many respects, is greatly chequered
by a variety of Laws, which appear to have passed upon the spur and temper of the
moment ; and to proceed on the abominable principle, that it is better to extirpate
offenders, than to be at the trouble of attempting their reformation : for how,
otherwise, could it be made felony, and subject to the pains of death, for persous,
<alling themselves Egyptians, to remain one month in the realm ?

By the 8th of Elizabeth, Cap. 3. persons sending live rams, sheep, or lambs,
on shipboard, to be carried out of the kingdom, are, for the first offence, to forfeit
all their goods for ever; to suffer imprisonment for one year; and at the year's
end, in some open market-town, in the fulness the market, on the market-day,
to have their left-hand cut off, and nailed up in the market-place ; and for repeating
the offence, to be adjudged felons, and suffer death. What a detestable ingenuity
of cruelty is displayed in this statute! and surely, for a comparative and trifling
offence ; and that without any reserve, in favour of vessels going to sea on long
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voyages! The next Act following the above, and passed by the same Legislature,
-is introduced under a formal preamble, that would equally suit a similar act, if in-
troduced in the present day ; while, by the undiminished prevalence of the crime,
it is clearly shewn, that severity of laws doth not prevent the crimes they are
.avowedly intended to restrain. The preamble to the Act recites, “That cut-purses,
- or pick-purses, confederated together, making as it were a brotherhood, or frater-
_nity, of an art or mystery to live idly, by secret spoil ; and, at sermons and preach-
ings of the word of God, and in times of service and common prayer, in churches,
chapels, closets, and oratories, and in the prince’s palace, house and presence,
and at courts of justice, and in fairs, markets, and other assemblies of the
-people, and at the time of execution of persons attainted of murder, felony, or other
criminal cause, ordained chiefly for terror and example of evil-doers, &c.” The Act
then declares, That ¢ persons feloniously taking money, goods, or chattels, from the
person of any other, privily, without his knowledge, shall lose the benefit of their
clergy ; and suffer death, as if they were no clerks.” There is a studied formality in
-the recital of this act, which leads to the opinion, that the very legislators who passed
it, were conscious at the time of its want of humanity and justice.
~ The same spirit of cruelty and deadness of feeling prevailed throughout the whole
.reign of Elizabeth ; for, so late as in her 39th year, we find persons feloniously
taking to the value of five shillings, in any dwelling-house, or outhouse be-
-longing to the same, although no person should be therein, are declared to lose
their Benefit of Clergy. And thus, while in her father's time the life of a man was
not considered equal to a hawk's egg, the trifling sum of five shillings, in the
reign of the daughter, was supposed to be of still greater consideration.
In the third year of the reign of William and Mary, the Benefit of Clergy was
taken away from persons robbing any other; or feloniously taking any goods or
chattels in a dwelling-house, the owner or other person being therein, and put in
:fear ; or robbing, or aiding or assisting to rob, any dwelling-house in the day-time,
any person being therein; or breaking any dwelling-house, shop, or warehouse
used therewith, in the day-time, and feloniously taking money or goods, to the
value of five shillings, although no person should be therein. Here is a catalogue
-of offences, which upon the first reading are not very intelligible ; and, to the discredit
of English Junisprudence, the object and operation of this act will be better under-
.stood from the judicial determinations upon it, than from the language it adopts.
There is, however, one controuling feature in it, which neither the learning nor
<humanity of the judges who are called upon to decide on it can effectually remove,
‘whatever latitude they may recommend our juries to use, in the valuation. of stolen
property ; namely, that the life of man is again put into such a scale of estimation,
as not to exceed the value of five shillings.
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Before this time, women-felons suffered death *, whilst men were allowed Benefit
of Clergy for the like offences: so miserably defective was the criminal law as to just
principles of legislation.

" Benefit of Clergy is by the 10th and 11th William III. cap. 23. taken away
from persons privately stealing, by night or day, in any shop, warehouse, coach-
‘house, or stable, to the value of five shillings; although such places be not broke
open, and whether the owner, or other person, be or be not therein. Is it possible,
that a human being can be found, to offer any thing in justification of such a law?
Its sanguinary effects are too manifest to require a remark : every line is an acmé of
«cruelty, and every word written in letters of blood : and yet, the subject was brought
before the consideration of Parliament, by a member eminently distinguished for
his humanity and splendid abilities ; and, after deliberate consideration, is allowed
to comtinue, as the law of the land. .

We come now to a period, than which no time has afforded men more eminent for
wisdom and abilities, living under one of the best and most unblemished sovereigns
that ever sat upon the throne of England: But, unfortunately, a deliberate re-
visal of objects is not the general character of persons at the height of power; and
this evil we find exemplified by a Statute, in the 12th of queen Anne, subjecting
persors stealing to the value of forty shillings, in any dwelling-house, or out-house,
although not broke open, and whether inhabited or not, to the penalty of death;
and extending the like punishment to certain explained doubts, whether the en-
tering into the mansion-house of another, without breaking the same, with an intent
to commit some felony, and breaking the house in the night-time to get out, was
burglary? However, in justice to this reign, we ought not to omit referring to the
Statute passed in the 5th year of its continuance, in part repealing the Statute of
‘10th and 11th William and Mary, before referred to, so far as it inflicted on
persons convicted of theft, and entitled to the Benefit of Clergy,.that most impolitic
punishment of burning, in the most visible part of the left cheek, nearest the nose :
and also for extending the Benefit of Clergy to convicted felons, who are unable to
read, in like manner as if they had read as a clerk.

The 9th George 1. cap. 22. presents a string of offences to be deemed felony,
and punished with death, many of which it is difficult to consider as crimes en-
-dangering the existence of the state, or for which the life of man ought to be taken
.away ; such as, ¢ appearing armed, with blacked faces, or otherwise disguised, in
any forest, or grounds enclosed, wherein deer are usually kept; or in any warren
.or place where hares or conies are usually kept; or in any high road, open heath,
common, or down; or robbing any warren, or place where conies or hares are
.usually kept; or stealing or taking away any fish out of any river or pond; or

* 3 William and Mary, c. 9. §. 6.
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breaking down the head or mound of any fish-pond, whereby the fish shall be lost
or destroyed ; or cutting down or destroying any trees planted in any avenue, or
growing in any garden, orchard, or plantation, for ornament, shelter, or profit; or
knowingly sending any letter, without a name, or signed with a fictitious name, de-
manding money, venison, or other valuable thing.”

Can it be possible, that the. mere stealing of a rabbit in a warren, or fish out of
‘a pond, merits the penalty of death? or that such legal cruelty is excusable, under-
the erroneous opinion, that lesser punishments will not restrain the erimes ?

The above are only a few of the many statutes that might be referred to, in sup-
port of the observations here submitted : and, although the references have purposely
stopped short with the reign of George the First, it must not from thence be con-
‘cluded that the Statutes of the present, or of the preceding reign, will be found free-
from the like defects, of inflicting punishments too highly disproportioned to the
quantity of moral wrong committed by the punishable delinguents.

How far these wide-spreading statutes of death agree with the principle, that
“ nothing but the result of the most absolute necessity can authorize the destruction.
of mankind by the hand of man,” is left to.the determination of the Reader ; who,.
it is conceived, will be under little difficulty in forming his conclusion : For, if the
Jnfliction of death is not to be considered as a punishment, but as the last resource
.in the extermination of such persons from: society, whase continuance therein is no
‘longer consistent with.the public safety ; how can this sentiment of morality and
truth agree with: those inconsiderable offences, which are so inconsiderately made-
punishable with death:? or will it be pretended, that a person who steals to the value-
of five shillings in a stable, although not broke open, nor any person being therein;
er who steals a fish or a rabbit out of a pond or warren, is en that account to be
-considered as a member of society, whose continuance in it is become inconsistent
with public safety 2
- .The same: inattention- that has prevailed in framing those numerous Statutes,.
.the breach of which is. made punishable with death, equally displays itself in certain
Laws, which inflict the punishment of transportation; although in the latter re-

-spect it is.true, that an error on indifference is the less culpable in the Law-makers,
inasmuch. as the consequences are less destructive of the human species. The
punishment of transportation, perhaps, only removes the offender to a new
Country, with a better Climate; civilized, and capable of maintaining the social

-intercourse of. Life, and leaving his parent country the principal sufferer by his ba--

-nishment, from the considerable expence incurred.in the transportation of a convict,
and the loss of the future labours of himself and progeny for the benefit of the
state. This species. of punishment ought solely to be inflicted on the incorrigi-
ble, and such. as by other means are incapable of being recleimed from their vicious.
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pursuits ; as death ought alone to be inflicted on those, the continuance of whose
existence is absolutely incomnpatible with the safety of the State.

So early as the reign of Edward the Second, prisoners breaking prison were de-
clared not to be subject to the judgment of life or member, unless the cause for
which they were taken required such judgment. In this law there appears much
good sense and judicial reasoning; for what is there in an escape from prison,
that can increase the moral enormity of the crime committed ? and it seems attended
with considerable difficulty in this age, to reconcile the punishing with death a
return from transportation, before the expiration of the period of punishment, more
particularly when the original offence was not liable to that awful penalty. The
transportation of the criminal again, for the whole of the original term, as though
none of it had run out, or for a lengthened period (ifthat should be considered ne-
cessary), appears better calculated to meet the humanity and justice of the case;
and, it is presumed, would be found equally sufficient to deter persons from making
the attempt. ‘

Transportation, when considered as a punishment, must be supposed to carry
with it the anxieties of separation from kindred and friends, and all the best affec-
tions of the human heart ; and if a convict, transported for one of the many inade-
quate offences, no way implying incorrigibility, to which that punishment is affixed,
should embrace an opportunity to effect his escape, and return to a destitute wife
and family, deprived of every means of support by his absence ; how justly may the
heart, agonized with the feelings of sensibility, complain of that law, which subjects
a man thus unfortunately circumstanced to the punishment of death; and to be
hunted down by the unfeeling Runners of some public office of Criminal
Justice!

To conclude the Remarks here submitted on the Criminal Law, and which have
already exceeded the length at first intended them, or which, indeed, a work of this
nature admits; It may be observed, in the words of an ingenious writer *, well ac-
quainted with the principles of human action, that  the degree of punishment and
consequences of a crime, ought to be so contrived, as to have the greatest possible
effect on others, with the least possible pain to the delinquent.” This sentiment
of truth and humanity will stand the test of time, and remain to the remotest
ages of the world, however broken in upon by man, in the practical course of life,
under the influence of his passions and his prejudices. ' '

To the above humane reflection may be added another position of the same
author, as also of several other writers of eminence, who have treated on the sub-
ject; That ¢ crimes are more effectually prevented by the certainty, than by the
severity of punishment.” This maxim of sound jurisprudence is very warmly

* Beccaria, ¢. 19. pp. 75, 76.
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adopted by a most sagacious Commentator * on the Laws of England, who has
amply expressed himself with so much force and elegance, that it is considered the
following extracts from his writings will be highly acceptable. They contain senti-
ments which cannot be too often revived, nor too deeply impressed on the mind of
the Legislator, the Philanthropist, or the Man of the World ; aud as such, deserve to
be engraved on Tablets of Gold.

In treating on the measure and effect of human lnﬁlctlons for offence, he says,
«'We may observe that punishments of unreasonable severity, especially when in-
discriminately inflicted, have less effect i n preventlng crimes, and amending the
manners of a people, than such as are more merciful in general, yet properly inter-
mixed with due distinctions of severity. The excessive severity of Laws, (says Mon-
tesquieu,) hinders their execution: When the punishment surpasses all measure, the
publick, out of humanity, will frequently prefer impunity to it. We may farther
observe, that sanguinary laws are a bad symptom of the distemper of any State, or
at least, of its weak constitution.”

« It is moreover absurd and impolitick to apply the same punishment to crimes
of different malignity. A multitude of sanguinary laws (besides the doubt that
may be entertained concerning the right of making them,) do likewise prove a mani-
fest defect, either in the wisdom of the legislative, or the strength of the executive
power. Itisa kind of Quackery in Government, and argues a want of solid skill,
to apply the same universal remedy, the ultimum supplicium, to every case of dif-
ficulty. Itis, it must be owned, much easier to extirpate than to amend mankind :
Yet that Magistrate must be esteemed both a weak and a cruel Surgeon, who cuts
off every limb, which, through ignorance or indolence, he will not attempt to
cure.” ‘

“ Though we may glory in the wisdom of the English Law, we shall find it
difficult to justify the frequency of capital punishment to be found therein ; inflicted
(perhaps inattentively,) by a imultitude of successive, independent Statutes, upon
Crimes very different in their natures. So dreadful a list, instead of diminishing,
increases the number of offenders. The injured, through compassion, will often
forbear to prosecute: Juries, through compassion, will sometimes forget their
oaths; and either acquit the guilty, or mitigate the nature of the offence: and
Judges, through compassion, will respite one half of the Convicts, and recommend
them to the Royal Mercy. Among so many chances of escaping, the needy and
hardened offender overlooks the Multitude that suffer: he boldly engages in some
desperate attempt, to relieve his wants, or supply his vices: and, if unexpectedly
the hand of Justice overtakes him, he deems himself peculiarly unfortunate, in
falling at last a Sacrifice to those laws, which long impunity has taught him to:

contemn.”
# Judge BracksTons, vol. IV, p. 16—19.
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e .practical effects here described, are accurately and distinctly shewn by-a
learned modern writer *, eminently distinguished by his zeal for the cause of hu-
mamty, in his Observations on the Criminal law of England; and to which the
reader is again referred, as containing lessons and maxims of Philanthropy highly
mentmg his adoption and cultivation.

"That great and excellent Man, Sir Matthew Hale, observes, that more oﬂ'enders
escape, by the over easy ear given to exceptions in Indictments, than by their own
Innocence and many times gross murders, burglarles, robberies, and other heinpus
and crying offences remain unpumshed by these unseemly niceties, to the reproach,
of the law, to the shame of the govemment to the encouragement oﬁ villainy, and,
to the dishonour of God.” And may it not be /inquired, if these unseemly nicetigs.
owe not thelr origin to the too sanguinary character of our en;mqal laws, and to,
the desire of Judges, as they advance in learmng and the practice of hpn;amty,
to catch at any prefence to blunt their severity ? I‘o a_man of plain, upderstandmg,
not versed as a professor in the Law, it seems difficult to account, from, any qther.
pnncnple, why a more technical accuracy should be required. in Indictments, than
is sufficient to descnbe, m distinct and uneqmvocal terms, the nature of the offence
committed, with its attendant explanatory circumstances: and why Common,
Sense should be outraged by the many unseemly niceties which are allowed to pre-
vail, in the form of exceptions to indictments, from the too easy Ear of Justice,
having lent itself, in the first instance, to a case of hardship; and, having esta-
blished the precedent, unable, onaccountof that necessary consistency which must
follow the administration of the Law, to refuse it even to the most heinous criminal ;
who ‘thus escapes pumshment ‘and puts to shame the offended laws of his country.
Moderate Laws, firmly executed, would better answer the ends of Justice; and the
subtile refinements of cavilling Lawyers would then give way to more substantial
forms, and the mtellxglble voice of reason.

sk Impnsonment, says the hu mane Beccaria, ¢ is a punishment, which differs from
all others in this partlcular ; that it necessarlly precedes conviction, but, should,
never be mﬁucted except when ordamed by the Law. When punishments shall.
become less severe, and prisons less horrible ; when compassion and humanity shall.
pmetrate the non-uatee of dunoeons, and dxrect the obdurate and inexorable ministers
of Justice, the Laws may ‘then be satisfied wnth weaker evidence for unpnsompent

The first end of imprisonment is the security of  the party accused of injuries to
Society, until he can be tried, and either condemned or acquitted, according to dye
course of Law. But, the mnocent as well as the guilty may be accused, and put
upon his trial ; and as no person, accordmg to the mild and equitable Spirit of our
J.aw, should be considered as guilty, until he is aqpqa‘lly,trled. and convicted ; im-

* Sir Sumuel Romilly. Observ. p. 11, ef passim.
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prisonment, for safe custody under such circumstances, should be atterided with the
utmost lenity to the prisoner, consistent with his custody, and the necessary regu-
lations' for orderly management in the prison; and also of as short duration as
circumst‘an'ces may by possibility admit: And whether he is affluent or pobr, he
should on no account whatever be obliged to associate with those prisoners, on
whom the Law hds pronounced its Sentence.

* The next end of imprisonment is the safe Detention of the party who has been
found' guilty by his country of the injuries done to society with which he stood
charged, and is remanded to prison, to abide the execution of his Sentence. But, as
Imprisonmerit forms no part of this Sentence, it should never be accompanied
with further duress, or restramt ‘than what the necessity of safe Detention abso-
lutely requires. ‘ :

The third and last end of criminal imprisonment may be considered, as it relates
to the punishment of the offender, in those cases where imprisonment forms part of
the sentence. But, even in such cases;, no greater or other seventy ought to be
exercised, than what the express direction of the Sentence requires : for whatever
exceeds such direction must be absolute tyranny, by whomsoever it may be prac-
tised or allowed. :

It has'been too much the practice for Ages past, to consider prisoners (and par-
ticularly those confined for Offences against the criminal Law) as the out-casts of
Sociéty ; no longer meriting protection, nor entitled to the common claims of suf-
fering humanity. For how, otherwise, can we reconcile the horrible prisons and
frightful Cells, dangerous to existence, and destructive of the health and lives of
their pitiable inhabitants, which have been suffered to increase in wretchedness, and
remain’‘a disgrace to Society for such unmeasurable lengths of time; and, in many"
places, even to the present day, without the poor apology of inadvertence for an’
excuse! Who in these Kingdoms, after the labours of that great and good Man,"
Mr. HowarD, can venture to sanction so absurd a pretence ?

~ It is a truth in which the Author rejoices, (with the deepest gratitude to the great
disposer of all human Events, for having allowed him to pass, and protracted his
advanced Age,) to witness that his humble endeavours have been attended with
the most promising success. Much has been done in many places, and some:
of them the most remote from the Capital, to render those habitations of misery
less unfit to maintain life: to comfort the existence of their unwilling inhabi-
tants; and to restore the prisoner, at the end of his confinement, if not a re-
formed, at least not a more depraved member of Society, than at his first incarcera-
tion. ‘But much, still, and very much remains to be done, before abuses and neg- -
lects so long accumulated can be effectually removed.

The unwarrantable cruelties practised on prisoners, (by loading them with Irons, '
or fastenmg them one to another with heavy Chains; by bolting them to the walls or-
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floors of the prison; and by shutting them up, at the discretion of a Gaoler, in dark
and loathsome Cells, void of almost every necessary to support life; all of which
illegal severities, to a very aggravated degree, the Author has repeatedly witnessed,)
may, it is conceived, have derived their origin from the improper places set apart
for confinement: many, at first, insufficient for the purpose; and all of them,
by the decays of time and neglect, become insecure for the safe-keeping of prisoners,
The Guoler thus circumstanced, and made respounsible for the custody and forth-
coming of his prisoners, naturally resorted to those artificial means of security which
his situation in life enabled him to provide, as substitutes for his defective prison :
and hence fetters, chains and bolts were introduced, according as he considered his
responsibility involved, or as the torpor of an unfeeling heart for the sufferings of
others induced him to adopt them, rather than incur the hazard of an escape: For;
as Blackstone (Vol. IV. ch. 22.) remarks, « Gaolers are, frequently, a merciless race of
Men; and, by being conversant in scenes of misery, steeled against any tender sen-
sation.” But here, while allowing the general truth of this remark, it is but Justice
to except, with Applause and Honour, those Keepers of prisons, whom the Author,
in his extended journies to the different parts of the Kingdom, has found treating
their prisoners with exemplary humanity ; and kindly administering to the wants of-
the most forlorn and wretched, without the exaction of Fees for their improved con-
dition. I refer my Reader’s attention to the several instances related in the body of:
this work ; and which, as proceeding from a class of men wherein they are least-
expected, do the Authors of them the greater credit, and well deserve the warm
approbation of the Publick.

Necessity is a plea too frequently urged, asan- apology for every species of narrow
pohcy and indolence; and (baving been once allowed to prevail in excuse for the.
fettering of prisoners, and otherwise securing them, at the unfeeling discretion of.
their Gaolers,) no surprize ought to be expressed, that such a class of men, grown.
unmindful, by the indolent permission of judges and the magistrates, of that humane
Maxim of the common law, which forbids the fettering a prisoner, ¢ unless he is un-
ruly, or attempts an escape,” should convert so terrible an instrument of power to,
their own advantage. For what mortal, can it be supposed, would not part with
his last shilling, to avoid being bolted by his neck, or his leg, to the floor of a.
prison, or to convert a massy chain, or ponderous fetter, into a flimsy wire? or to be
wholly excused, at the discretion of his Tyrant Master, from so odious an addition
to the many other grievances, which must rend the heart of Man, in so fallen a condi-
tion? Whatever be the external appearances, which pride or obstinacy may induce -
him to assume, the Nature within him cannot but revolt at such Degradation.

Few men, or, perhaps, it will be better expressed, no Man is fit to be entrusted
with uncontrouled power. And yet by Common Gaolers, (so truly described by
Blackstone as a merciless race of Men, and remarkable for a general want of hu-
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manity,) is this mighty trust permitted to be exercised. If the law itself do not in
terms authorize the tyranny and coercion which they practise upon their prisoners,
yet, if Judges and other Magistrates wink at the abuse, may it not be likened
to a power without controul ? For what prisoner, upon his trial, could expect favour
or redress, who began by a complaint of his Gaoler's having wantonly, illegally,
and without necessity, confined him in fetters and chains, or otherwse treated
him with hardship and cruelty >~No: Prudence admonishes him, that he had better
endure in silence, than provoke the consequences of such a challenge, against power
deputed, and subordinate insinuation. -

‘The gradation to wrong is considered as more umform in its course, than the
progress of that which is right. ‘A wrong, once admitted and established, is al-
most certain to be followed by another: and thus Gaol-Fees, with other despotick
extortions, have crept in; and, by long usage, are become hardly distinguishable from
matters of right. The progress of iniquity, steady in its course, has proceeded :
until at length, the denial or supply of prison comveniencies, even to the article of
Water, so essentially connected with the support of life, has been frequently, and is
still, in some instances, made a source of corrupt income to Gaolers; to the disgrace
of the Laws of our Country, and of every humane feeling.

Amidst the multiplied occurrences of life, there will be found no condition in
which man can be placed, however exalted his rank, or extensive his power
and wealth, so as wholly to secyre him from the possibility of becoming an
inhabitant of one of these dreary abodes of misery. See the Notes, in page lix.

The impetuous Man may be brought thither by the unbridled impulse of his pas-
sions: the good man may equally become paralysed, from the false testimony of the
wicked: And thus, a defined restraint on the power of Gaolers, together with
bealthy and well-regulated prisons, may be of more personal consideration to every
man, than in the day of joy, and in the pride of his heart, be is apt to imagine. But,
whether this probability be remote or at hand, it is equally the duty of every one,
from the highest to the lowest in Society, to contribute his best endeavours, ac-
cording to his rank and means, to alleviate the sufferings of wretchedness, where-
ever they may present themselves; and even in the case of criminal imprisonment,
(but especially where the voice of suffering is confined within dungeon-walls) to be
watchful that the unhappy, repenting, or even hardened prisoner, may endure no
other or worse punishment than what the Law assigns him.

Self-preservation is a common law of nature,implanted in the breast of every Animal.
But, there are other sentiments in the human heart, that justly predominate in our
Estimation. Which ef us can hesitate to decide, betwixt the generous ¥outh, who,
forgetful of his own security, and regardless of impending danger, hazards his ex-
‘istence to rescue a fellow creature from destruction; and the more cautious .Man,
who, governed by this first Law of Nature, the equal motive of every brute, alone
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cconsults his own personal safety, avoids the hazard, and allows the victim to perisk,
without an attempt to save him ? And yet, however the feelings of refinement may
revolt at the comparison, such seems to be the cendition of those in Society, wha,
relying on their own security, when persons in their station of life become inhabi-
tants of a dreary prison, consider the abuses which prevail there as no way affecting
themselves, and suffer them to be continued. But let such persons, in the fullness
of their confidence, call to recollection the dreadful ravages which the pestilence
engendered in crowded prisons, has scattered in all direetions; and that, from the
Judge who tries the Prisoners, through the gradation of Witnesses, (from which no
rank can excuse a man,) down to the lowest officers of the prison, and the associates
of the culprit, the dreadful contagion may be induced to spread abroad, and visit the
house of the very man, who feels most confident of personal safety, from the little
probability, as he conceives, of his having any thing to do with the prisons of his
country. Such considerations ought to have their weight with those persons, who
are solely influenced by the narrowest principles of self-preservation ; whilst the more
generous sentiments of a feeling heart will: lead it to sympathize with the sufferer
in misfortunes, however they may have been occasioned ; and to advocate the cause
of that languishing distress, which cannot so raise its voice as to be heard from
the dreary depths of a dungeon !
- Whatever may be a man’s offence, the Laws will be found to assign its appro-
priate punishment, or it must go unpunished. Nothing ought to be inflicted
on any Criminal, beyend the legal visitation annexed to his crime; no more
than punishment ought to be hurled upon the Innocent. Beyond the extent of the
crime, and the punishment to be inflicted on the Guilty, both are alike innocent
in the eye of the Law. But the limitation or measure of punishment appears a
folly, if a Gaoler be suffered to add what load of severity he thinks fit to the con-
demnation of the law, on-a pretence of the insecurity of his prison. Ought he
not rather to be told, “ Raise your Walls; Strengthen your Gates. Make your
Gaol a place of security; and no longer oppress your prisoners with unlawful
ehains, for the worst purposes of corruption, under the miserable subterfuge of a
pretended County-(Economy #* '
Solitary Confinement, as affording an opportunity to the reflective powers, aided
by religious advisers to discriminate with truth between the extremes of right and
wrong, (an advantage which the hurrying scenes of vice are calculated to deny) pre-
sents a scheme of reform to the vietim of crime, secluded from the exercise of his
bad habits, and cemmunication with his worse associates, that at first sight warmly’
recommends. itself for adoption. But, when the description of those persens is con-
sidered, to whom this peculiar trust is likely to be devolved, every thinking mind:
must naturally hesitate ; and look with anxiety for some controulmg power, to:
check the apprehended evils of Tetal Seclusion. ’
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The recent management of a prison of this description, in the near vicinity of the
Metropolis, has created serious doubts in the minds of some of the best of men, as
to. the propriety of entrusting so great a power with any individual ; And, indeed,
establishes beyond centradiction, that if, and wherever it is entrusted, it ought to
be guaranteed by the wholesome interference of an immediate, constant, and certain
visitation.

The County Maglstvates, from the honourable class of Soclety out of which they
are chosen, and from their intimate acquaintance with the Cripinal Laws they
are appointed to administer, seem the fittest persons. to be invested with this-
visitatorial and; coptxouling: pewer. And, indeed, if all of them. possessed the same
talents, zeal, and unabating energy as that worthy Baronet *, who, with distinguished
credit to himself, and benefit to.the community, has wrought such excellent effects
in the prisons of the County where he resides; (establishing a model, to which
needless severities are unknown, and by which the reformation of the Culprit is-
secured) no further inquiry need be made, as to where:the law might repose so truly
important a trust. But alas! in;what branch of society is perfection to be found *
The pursuits of pleasure, the attraction of gain, the negligence of many, and the
ill-plaged' confidence of others, lead astray from. those duties,. which, being equally:
the business of every body, are but too frequently neglected;;. and the artful Gaoler,
with words of submissive cant, finds:no great.difficulty in persuading a Bench' of
Mpgistrates, so circumstanced, to wave the trouble of visiting his prison. Thus, a
house designed for reform, may be converted.into a chamber of lasciviousness and
debauchery ; denied only. to those, who.are not objects.of pleasure, or without the
means of payment for indulgences. But how will the feeling heart exclaim; when.
it apprehends such scenes may be forced upon the virtuous, yet unfortunate inhabi-
tant of: these secluded houses; shut out from an.appeal. to friends ; debarred every
means of complaint, and neglected by those, whom the Law considers as their:
guardians against injury and oppression!

When a principle is intrinsically good, it ought not to be relinquished, merely on
the ground.of difficulty to carry it into effect: And:even should every attempt
hitherto made of putting prisons for Solitary Confinement on an eligible footing be -
found to have fajled, . it would not follow from thence, that Solitary Confinement
ought to be abandoned, as unequal to the beneficial ends proposed from it: But, -
so long as its possible utility is acknowledged, new attempts should be made to-
adopt such checks, as may effectually prevent the abuses apprehended, or com-
plained of. :

Graud Juries, from their respectability aud numbers, and froi~the frequem,y of:
their being changed, present a desirable medium of controul, in aid of the ma--
gistrates, and to supply any casual defect in their attention.

* Sir George Onesiphorus Paul.
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For this purpose, the walls of the rooms in which Grand Juries assemble, might
be furnished with the Sections of all the Prisons in their respective Counties: the
dimensions of every room and cell might be stated; the manner of its ventilation,
and how warmed, and protected from damps and cold ; with the nature and quan-
tity of its furniture, the name and offence of its inhabitant, his time of commit-
ment, the period fixed for his enlargement; and an account also of his general
demeanour. The Rules and Regulations made for the orderly government of the
Prison might, in like manner, be hung up in some conspicuous situation, together
with the names of its religious and other officers, their salaries, and their duties.

In possession of such materials, it might not be left to the discretion of Grand
Juries to visit, or omit the visitation of the prisons of their Counties; But it
might very honourably be required of them, as a part of their duty ; and that they
should report, not only upon the abuses, if they found any, but upon the general
conduct and management of each prison, as they found it, whether good or bad.
One part of such report might be presented to the Judge, from whom the Grand
Jury received their charge ; and another be entered in a book, called ¢ the Prison
Book,” to be preserved and laid upon the table of their successors; and in like
manner continued by them in succession. The Foreman of every Grand Jury also
might be intrusted with the power, by virtue of his office, to inspect the Prisons of
his County at any time, until another Grand Jury was sworn in.

With such controuling checks as here pointed out, Corruption would veil its
hydra head; the good order and better regulation of prisons would be the
result ; or else, a removal of Gaolers would follow the continuation of evil prac-
tices. Had some such regulation been adopted only a short time back, we may
confidently believe it would not have remained to be told that in the year 1810, to
the disgrace of Society, the shame of the great City of London, and even’in the
Gaol of NEweATE, surrounded by the splendour and opulence of the kingdom,
Women Felons lay upon the bare hoards, in crowded wards, with a space of less
than twenty inchés in breadth for each to sleep on *.

It cannot be expected that in General Observations, like the present, any regular
plan should be laid before the public, for the internal regulation of our various Pri-
sons at large. Such an attempt to meet all the prejudices of time, and long habits
of error, would require a work of no inconsiderable magnitude. It may however
be justly premised, as an invariable maxim, that not only should nothing be allowed,
which can tend to destroy or injure the health of prisoners; but that every pos-
sible attention, cogsistent with their situation, ought to be paid to its preservation : |
and that an equal consideration should be shewn to their moral principles also,
together with an earnest endeavour to regulate and improve them.

* See my description of Newoare, in p. 425.
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To effect the first of these ends, all the apartments of the building should be
properly ventilated : sufficient beds and covering should be provided for all the
prisoners: means should be taken to exclude the cold air and damps of the night;
and sufficient firing should be allowed during the inclement season. All the in-
ternal walls of the building should be hme—whlted once, if not twice a year: coarse,
yet wholesome food should be supplied, in sufficient, but at the same time in mo-
derate quantities, and not more than enough to maintain healthy life. Water should
‘be the only article that might be supplied with profusion, for of this invaluable
blessing it is scarcely possible to allow too liberal a supply. Temperance should
not only be encouraged, but enforced, in every prison, during every stage of con-
finement, before, as well as after the trial of a prisoner; and even the humane and
just principle of our Law, that no man ought to be considered as guilty, until he
is tried and convicted, should not be allowed to have any effect in regard to the
internal regulation of a prison, as affecting the health and morals of the prisoners.
It is a serious affliction for an innocent man to endure confinement, till he
“is acquitted by his peers; but the being obliged to subscribe to regulations of tem-
perance and morality, ought, and must be considered by every good man, 8s a very
small portion indeed of his sufferings.

No prisoner, however wealthy, or whatever his rank in life, or cause of confine-
ment, should be permitted to break in upon the Rules laid down for the orderly
and good government of his prison. They should in all cases be impartial, and
invariably alike to all. Wine, beer, spirits, and other strong lquors, of whatever
description, as tending to disqualify the mind for the humiliation consonant to the
place, should be expelled as poisons, baneful to morality ; confined excluslvely to
the stores of a medical attendant, and allowed by him only in cases of absolute
necessity. Should it be urged on the behalf of persons in confinement, that there
may be those, whose former habits of life require the continued use of wines, or
other liquors, to maintain their health, the answer is plain and ready; that the
Medical Attendant of the prison will be the proper person to decide on such cases;
and that his certificate to the Gaoler, stating the grounds on which it is granted,
must be the only sanction for obtaining the required indulgence.

Universal Cleanliness, through all parts of a prison, is an equal essential with
Temperance, to preserve the health of its inhabitants, and should on no account be
omitted.

As Temperance is the basis of health, so is it the sure foundation of morals. The-
one without the other is little better than good maxims, which are repeated, but not
followed ; and privations patiently endured, are the eertain forerunners of reform.
In fact, it seems essential, in such a school, (where almost every thing is to be un-
learnt, if such an expression may be allowed) that the habits and customs of the
prisoners should be wholly changed, and religious and: moral duties substituted

h
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in their place, by daily admonitions: And upon every return of the Sabbath,
Church-service should on no account be omitted, but the attendance of all the
prisoners should be insisted on, enforced, and encouraged. As idleness is the bane
of morals, so the means of labour should be provided for every prisoner; and proper
encouragement, I am fully persuaded, would render their being compelled to work
.unnecessary.

The duty of the Medical Attendant should not be, as it has hitherto frequently
been, merely a form, to entitle him to claim his salary ; but a strict attention to the
‘health of every inhabitant of the pnson

A very important point still remains for consideration; namely, the provxdmg
for a prisoner, whose time of confinement has run out the means of supporting
himself, until' he can get into employment. Released from confinement in a gaol,
few are willing to receive him; and in the state in which his mind has been placed
_by the discipline of a prison, it would be doubly cruel, from necessity, to drive
him again to the haunts of his evil associates. A County Fund might be easily
aised for this special purpose, and prudently advanced to the prisoners on their
discharge; under the directions of the Grand Jury, according to their well-informed
discretion, and founded on the Gaoler's stated reports of the prisoner's demeanour.

Fees, or entrance money, under whatever pretence they are taken from the
-prisoner, ought to be abolished; and, if possible, a still stronger restraint should
‘be laid against the taking any kind of fees from him at his discharge.

The health and the morals of prisoners are, as it were, first principles, which
_ought never to be lost sight of; and, rightly considered, they will readily point
out what should be done, better than a thousand essays on the regulations and
management of pnsons

Vice in its course is gradual: no man was ever perfectly vicious at once; but
step by step he graduates to his height in villainy. Small crimes should therefore

-be considered as the forerunners of greater evils; and be punished with more
. promptness, and perhaps with greater comparative severity, than in other respects
. may seem actually to belong to them. Restoration of property purloined, and a cer-
tainty of immediate but moderate punishment, would deter more from the com-
_mission of offences, than heavier punishments at a distant period; when vicious
habit has combined with the chance of escape, and the power of retaining or makmg
away with a booty thus infamously acquired.

To repress inferior Crimes on their first appearance greatly deserves the closest
consideration of the Magistrates. A vigorous and active police particularly claims

. the attention of such of them as reside in great cities, or crowded neighbourhoods;
it being far better to repress than punish crimes. But much care is requisite, that
subordinate officers of the Police be not suffered to mingle themselves too closely

. with the Criminals, and thus become traffickers in their blood. The humane
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Beccaria (chap. xxxvi.) considers a Legislature’s offers of reward for the apprehension
of Criminals, as preventing one crime, but giving birth to] a thousand: and too
much reason is there to fear that this truth is often realized, in the practical career
of some of our own laws.

The Observations here submitted have considerably exceeded the space originally
allotted them ; but, imperfect as they are, the Author, relying on the indulgence
of his Reader, must of necessity conclude them: first begging to refer his attention
to the admirable hint thrown out by Mr. Justice Blackstone, in his learned Com-
mentaries *, for the appointment of a Committee to revise the Criminal Law : em-
phatically expressing himself, that « if such a Committee were appointed but once
in an hundred years, many ‘of the Acts in the Statute-Book already referred to,
could not have continued to the present hour.” Happy, indeed, would it at this
time be for the Country, if the Legislature of that day had taken the hint of the
learned Judge: and happy will it be in ages to come, if such a Committee should now
be appointed, to revise the criminal Law ; to direct the regulation and management
of prisons; and assiduously to reform the Police by salutary provisions. -

* Vol. IV. p. 4.

.

@S- Nores, on the preceding Page liii. line 22.

An Author, whose name I do not now recollect, has very pointedly expressed hxmself'
on the subject referred to in the above page. ¢ Let no one,” saith he,  thus reason. I

scorn the commission of a crime: A prison canngt be  my lot : It is provided for the Mis- .

creant, and for the Miscreant alone : who, having opposed the ordinances, has abandoned
the protection of the Laws. Leave him to his doom of miscry: Let him rot in thé vapours
of a dungeon ; and drag his unwieldy chain, at the mercy of his Keeper.”

But how far more nobly generous and true, is the following sentiment of that excellent
Judge, Sik MicHAEL FOSTER! ¢ No rank of life ; no uprightness of heart; no prudence
or circumspection of conduct, should tempt any man to conclude, that he may not, at
some time or other, be deeply interested in these researches.”
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GENERAL LIST

OF THE VARIOUS PRISONS IN

ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, axo WALES,

MENTIONED IN THE COURSE OF THIS VOLUME,;

Distinguishing each Prison in Alphabetical Order.

Pa
ABERDEEN, Scotland, Tolbooth, or Town 5
Gaol ..........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 1
#Aberdeen, New County and City Bridewell .. 4
Abergavenny, South Wales, Town Gaol .... 5
1~ Abingdon, Berkshire, County Bridewell ... 6

TownGaol.................. 7
vAldborough, Suffolk, Town Gaol......... 8
_-Alnwick, Northumberland, House of Cor-

rection ...........c.iiiiiiiiiiia.s 9
Andover, Hampshire, Borough Gaol .. .... 10
Annan, Scotland, Town Gaol ........... 11

~Appleby, Westmoreland, County Gaol .... 12
County Bridewell .............. 13

.~ Ashbourne, Derbyshire, House of Correction 14
. fylesbury, Buckinghamshire, County Gaol,
and Bridewell ............ coriearans 15
«Aylesham, Norfolk, Bridewell ........... 20
Ayr, Scotland, Town and County Gaol.... 21
Bala, Merionethshire, North-Wales, Bride-
well ... .. 23

Banff, Scotland, Town-Gaol ............ 24

Barking, Essex, Gaol, and House of Correction

y Bridewell ........ ... ...l
Basingstoke, Hampshire, Bridewell .......
Bath, Somersetshire, City Gaol ..........
“Battel, Sussex, TownGaol..............
VBeaumaris, Isle of Anglesea, County Gaol ..
) — Town Gadol ...... ceeeiieinen
“Beccles, Suffolk, House of Correction. .. .

L"Bedford, County Gaol, and House of Cor-

Sf———— Town Gaol ...................
khamstead, Hertfordshire, Bridewell. ..
Berwick-upon- Tweed, Town and County Gaol
“Beverley, Hall-Garth, Yorkshire, for Debtors
Town and Liberty Gaol .........
House of Correction . ..........

\/Birmingham, Warwickshire, Town Gaol ...
Court Prison, for Debtors only
AstonGaol...............

Blandford, Dorsetshire, Town Gaol ......

Page
26

“Barnstaple, Devonshire, Borough Gaol, and

27
25
28

32

35
38
41
39
41
42
43

44
46
47
48
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/Bodmia, Cornwall, County Gaol and Bride-
well
 Borough Compter, Southwark in Surrey
Boston, Lincolnshire, Town Gaol and Bride-
well ... ... i eveen
House of Correction .....
v Bottesdale, Suffolk, House of Correction ..
v Bradford, Yorkshire, Town Gaol ........
Brecon, South Wales, County Gaol, and
Bridewell ..

........

....................

_ Bridewell, London, House of Correction . .
Bridgewater, Somersetshire, Tewn Gaol ..

\- Bristol, City and County Gaol ...........
=———— City Bridewell.................
Lawford's Gate, the County Bride-

well ...

< Buckingham, Town Gaol ............ .

J  Buntingford, Hertfordshire, Bridewell .. ..
" Bury St. Edmund's, Suffolk, County Gaol, and
House of Correction .................
—eeee TOWRD Bndcwell
Caermarthen, South Wales, County Gaol
and Bridewell

-------

Caernarvon, North Wales, County Gaol ...

s Cambridge, Town Bridewell
-Cambridge Castle, County Gaol and Bride-
well

-------------

...............................

.................

+ Canterbury, Gaol, and House of Correction
City Bridewell
City Gaol
Cardiff, Glamorganshire, South Wales, Coun-

ty Gaol

............................

....................

Cardigan, South Wales, County Gaol and
Bridewell

¢ Carlisle, Camberland, City and County Gaol
- City Gaol
Castle-Town, lIsle of Man, Castle-Rushen
(«Chelmsford, Essex, County Gaol
County Bridewell
= Chester Castle, County Gaol ........
v Chester, New City Gaol and Bridewell
L Chesterfield, Derbyshire, Town Gaol
Bridewell ,........ Cereeeaen

..........................

.....................

...........

......
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57

66
67
68
45

69
72
73
50
77

- 80

81
72
83

83
89

90
91
92
93

95
100
101
104
105

107
108

108

110
111

124
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}-Chichester, Sussex, City Gaol and Bridewell 134
«~Clerkenwell, London, New Prison .. ...... 135

L Lockermouth, Cumberland, County Bridewell 139
Colchester, Essex, the Castle Bridewell .... 139
Borough Gaol and Bridewell ... 140
“~Cold Bath Fields, Middlesex, County House

of Correction 142
. Coventry, Warwickshire, Cityand County Gaol 147

.......................

City Bridewell .. .............. 149

owbridge, Glamorganshire, South Wales,
County Bridewell .................... 123
“Croydon, Surrey, Town Gaol............ 116
“Dartford, Kent, the Bridewell ....... ... 150
“Deal, Kent, Town Gaol ....... e 151

tDean, (see Little Dean), Gloucestershire,
House of Correction ................. 151
Denbigh, North Wales. Town Gaol .. .... 153
(Derby, County Gaol, and House of Correction 153
Town or Borough Gaol.......... 167

1 Devizes, Wiltshire, Town Gaol, and County
Bridewell
ks Dolgelly, Merionethshire, North Wales,
Town Gaol .............. Ceeeeeeaas
Bridewell . ............. e
Doncaster, Yorkshire, Towr’ Gaol ....... 162
«Dorchester, Dorsetshire, County Gaol ..... 163
«.Dover Castle, Kent, for the Cinque-Port

..........................

161
161

Debtorsonly ...................LlL, 169
Town Gaol and Bridewell .......... 172
Dumfries, Scotland, County Gaol........ 173
Dunbar, Scotland, Town Gaol .......... 175
Dundee, Scotland, Town Gaol.......... 175
kDurham, County Gaol and Bridewell..,... 177
the County Bridewell........... 185
«Dymchurch, Kent, Town Gaol and Bridewell 162
-Edinburgh, the City Tolbooth . .......... 187
Canon-gate Tolbooth.......... 197

Holy-rood House ............ 199

County and City Bridewell . . . .. 200

Elgin, Scotland, the Tolbooth........... 202
¢ Ely, Cambridgeshire, City Gaol ... ........ 208
~— Bridewell ................oiitl. 205
( Evesham, Worcestershire, Borough Gaol .. 217

i--Ezeter, Devonshire, County High Gaol for

South Gate, City and County Gaol 209
Sheriff's Ward, County Prison for
Debtors ......... e terseenreses 312
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v Ezeter, the County House of Correction .. 2.1‘-;
¢ Falmouth, Cornwall, Town Gaol . . 17
. « Fleet Prison, London, for Debtors, and Con-
tempt of Court ..
Fliat, North Wales, County Gaol and House

sceose e

218

...... tececs et

of Correction.............co0nnunn. . 223
v Polkingham, Lincolnshire, House of Correc-
tion........ crereratseaesana heneas 25
Forres, Scotland, the Tolbooth.......... Q7
V' Gilt-Spur-Street Compter, London .. ...... 228~
X Glasgow, Scotland, the Tolbooth ........ 238
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STATE OF PRISONS,

IN ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, AND WALES.

e t——

LT IS OF LITTLE ADVANTAGE TO RESTRAIN THE BAD BY PUNISHMENT,
" UNLESS YOU RENDER THEM GOOD BY DISCIPLINE.

ABERDEEN. Scotland.
The Tolbooth, or Town Gaol..

Gaoler, Alexander Brown.
Salary, from the Magistrates - - 55L
: from the County - - 10l. 10s.
Fees, for Felons, none. For Debtors, fourpence a night.

Chaplain, Rev. Alexander Thorn. Salary, 50l..
Duty ; on Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday..

Surgeon, Mr. Ogilvie; who makes a Bill.

Number of Prisoners, Debtors. Felons. Petty Offenders.
1809. Sept. 30th - - - - - 5 - - - -~ 8 - - - - 7
Total - - - 20

Allowance, Debtors, as they are alimented, on Application to the Magistrates,
. Felons, fourpence a day in Bread, and a pint of Milk.
A



L ' STATE OF PRISONS

REMARKS.

This Gaol adjoins to the Town-Hall, and the ascent to it is by a flight of stone
steps ; at the top of which is a corporal’s guard, night ard day. The outer gate
of entrance is of wood, strongly cramped with iron, and the inner gate is iron-grated.

On the left of the entrance is a miserable hole of a room, 15 feet by eight; with
an arched roof, and a small iron grating for light and ventilation, which it can
hardly ever enjoy. It tras two wooden bedsteads, with two dirty blankets and
coverlets, and a fire-place.

In this wretched place were three Women; one of whom had been under
the sentence of transportation for five years! And these women all ate, drank,
and slept in this sink-hole of humen privation, a focus of disease; pent up and
. surrounded by an atmosphere of pestllence, from which they have no power to
escape, whilst yet alive! .

Whoever visits the Gaols in Stottand will, generally speaking, be forcibly struck
with that ¢ Destirution”, which Hooker declares to be  such an impediment to
virtue, as, till it be removed, suffereth not the mind of man to admit of any other
care.” How happy is it for human society, that the evil is not unremovable by
wholesome and vigorous exertion !

The filthy tubs are emptied into a well, or uncovered receptacle, to which a door
opens, close to the #omen Felons' room.

The second story of this ‘Gaol has one room for Criminals, somewhat larger
than the foregoing ; witli twe 'wooden ‘bedsteads, und the same scanty kind of dirty
bedding, but without a fire-place. Here are also two rooms for Debtors, with fire-
places in them, but neither coals nor any kind of bedding allowed : And, adjoining
to these apartments, is a third for Debtors, called ¢ The Long Room,” which has a
large iron-grated but unglazed window. This is the Debtor’s general Day-room ;
and in it divine service is performed!

There is no Chapel here: But, a place set apart for the worship of God should
seem to carry some respect with it, ‘even to the nrost unfeeling-eye and indurated
heart. In the above Long-Room, however, let :me avow, it is hardly possible to be
devout. What a close and motley assemblage is here exhibited! Clergyman, Gaoler,
Criminals, Debtors, Men and Women, all huddled together in one small room;
to which Joseph’s dungeon must seem to him and his Egyptian .associates a
calm and tranquil retredt, if compared with this memorable wilderness of human
combrt.  There is no need of adding, that a House of Prayer like the above,
criunot hat, in the spirit of contrast, remind every one at the same moment, how
veh it risembles the ‘constant wbode of an avowed Den-of Thieves. In short,
t5iiz 1> e of the wotet constructed and constituted (zaols:in Scotland.
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The Third Story has what is termed the Stock-Room for criminals. Within this

is a strong iron bar, sixteen inches in circumference, laid across the floor, garnished
with rings for receiving the prisoners’ legs, who are chained to it night and day,
without the possibility of moving a step. The woman who lighted me along, and
who had been here five years, said she remembered five prisoners at ope time in
this unhappy situation. Those, as I understand, who escape being chained to this
formidable bar, are only fastenied to a ponderous chain, rooted within the wall, of
about four feet in length, which is padlocked to their fetters. In this room, and
in this manner, the wearied and heavy ladem are tantalized with the unenjoyed
sight of a wooden bedstead, that has a little loose dirty straw scattered uponit: None
of the prisoners, thus accoutred and secured, could make use of so desirable an
indulgence.

Near to the above Stock-Room, a small door opens into another horrid place,
called © The Black-Hole;” and most justly so, for it is buried in total darkness.
The keeper, however, told me it was now become obsolete; and coals only, for the
use of the prisoners, were here deposited, as there was no other place to lodge
them.

I visited this Gaol st mid-day, but it was necessary to have lighted candles for
tmspeeting it in every part. The turret staircases, of stoue, are so very narrow, that
two persons cannot pass each other except at the landing-place; and, to prevent
falling down, you must have firm hold of the irom rail.

Debtors, Felons, and Petty Offenders here mix indiscriminately in the day-time ;
.nor -can it be otherwise whilst there are no court-yards far separation.

No sewers * are provided; and the tube substituted te supply their use are
.nost extremely offensive. Water, none, except what is fetched by the Keeper
frem the town-well.

The whole Prisen is filthy to a degree, that cennot be described but by an eye~
witness. In a word, it is hardly possible to form an idea of this dreary recess
of human wreichedness, or te conceive how it should be tolerated in a civilized
country.

It is in.contemplation to build a new-Gaol.

% The reader-will please.to.ohsexve, that mnder the words sewers and drairs are comprehended those
conveniences which delicacy forbids enlarging upon, theough gbsolutely pecessary to all houses, and
the situation and construction of which are of the greatest jmportance in prisons. The want of care
‘respecting them is a principal cause of unhealthiness in many of our Gaols; and as such has always'

engaged my peculiar attention.
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ABERDEEN. Scotland.
The New County and City Bridewell.

Keeper, James Watson. Salary 160l. outof which he has to pay his Assistants.
Fees, none. .

Chaplain, not yet appointed..
Duty, once every Sunday.

| Surgeon, Mr. Moir; who makes a Bill.
Number of Prisoners, 1809, Oct. 3, One.

All'o'wance, contracted for by the Keeper, from 2s. 1d. to 2s. 9d. per week each,
~ according to a Dietary established by the Magistrates.

REMARKS.

This handsome Gaol stands about a mile from the centre of the town; and was
first opened for the reception of prisoners on the 2d ef October, 1809; at the
ceremony upon which occasion I was present. It commenced with an excellent
and very appropriate prayer by Dr. Shirriff, surrounded by the Provost, Magistrates
and Council, and attended by a number of other respectable Gentlemen.

The boundary wall encloses two acres of ground, and affords an ample space
“for the growth of vegetables, as well as eourt-yards for the prisoners.

/At the entrance in front is a noble Arch, having on one side a Turnkey'’s Lodge,
‘and a Guard-house on the other. The Prison, in the centre of the area, has &
‘very conspicuous and beautifully castellated appearance. The Keeper resides in
'the middle of the Prison.

On the ground-floor are fourteen sleeping-cells, and eleven work-cells, eight
“feet by seven, and eight feet high each, to the crown of the arch; which open
‘into a well-ventilated lobby, four feet wide. Every sleeping—cell has an iron
‘bedstead, a straw-in-ticking bed, two blankets, a sheet, coverlet and bolster; a
-wooden stool to sit on, and, in one corner, a covered chamber conveniency. These
‘cells have a glazed window in each, four feet long, and twelve inches wide,
turning on a pivot, as at Edinburgh Bridewell. The work-cells have each. two
similar windows: every door has a circular grated aperture for ventilation; and
there are two water-closets in the lobby adjacent.

The first story is similar to the ground-floor already described; and besides
‘apartments for the Keeper, contains the Visiting Magistrates’ Room, which has
six handsome sash-windows, tables, chairs, law-books, &¢.
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The second story is exactly the same as the first, with the Chapel, over the
Magistrates’ Room : The Prisoners are seated on forms in the area, and the sexes
are separated by a curtain thrown across the centre.

The third story, which is like the other two, has a Store Room, over the Chapel,
where bedding and the materials for work are deposited.

The fourth story, of similar dimensions *, has the Large Room divided into three;
two of which are for the Surgeon’s accommodation, and the other for the nurse.

The attick story has two sleeping cells in the centre, and eight small cells, lighted
from the roof; which therefore must be too hot in summer, and equally cold in winter
to sleep in. The whole number of cellsis 115. In the four first stories, each has
26 ; the attick story has 11; and in each story, there is a dark cell.

A forcing pump throws up water into the cisterns, to supply the Prison, and
cleanse the sewers, &c. :

The employment here is picking of oakum, spinning, &c. And the Prisoners,
after defraying their maintenance, have the whole net profit of their earnings;
viz. half upon their discharge, and the remainder six months afterwards. Their
uniform clothing, on admission, becomes their own at being discharged.

Here are no fire-places provided: But it is intended to introduce warmth into
several rooms, by stoves placed in the several lobbies.

-

ABERGAVENNY. South Wales.

Keeper, William Thomas: Salary none. Consists of two Rooms; that for
Prisoners, ten feet by four, with arched roof, wooden bedstead, and straw; lighted
by an aperture in the wall; a grating of eight inches square in the door, through
which they receive their provisions. -

Prisoners, Nov. 16, 1802, none. Sept. 6, 1803, none. Sept. 12, 1806, none.

* DiuensioNs. To many of my Readers, the descriptions which I have given in this work, with
respect to admeasurement, and other circumstances in the construction of Prisons, may possibly appear
tedious, and too minute : But variety of description may also suggest something very useful, in the plans
of such Prisons as shall be erected in future ; and whatever can shew itself to be worthy of imitation, may
thus be extracted from the best specimens. Let it moreover be considered, that in the construction of
Building, as well as in the formation of New Establishments, it is important to be acquainted with
many things, which, though apparently trivial, are often of material consequence for the purposes
intended to be answered by them : And Magistrates, from being better informed as to the real state of
Gaols, will be enabled to judge, whether the Prisons over which they preside, and to which they commit
Offenders, are judiciously adapted to effectuate the object of the desigm

B
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ABINGDON. Berkshire.
The County Bridewell.

Keeper, Jokn Walker. Salary,100l. No Fees.
Chaplain ; none yet appointed.

Surgeon, Mr. Grinley, who makes a Bill.
Number of Prisoners, August 22d 1811, Six.

Allowance, one pound and half of household bread, sent from the Baker, in

loaves of that size. On weighing them singly, I found some nearly two

- ounces deficient; but on weighing four loaves together, the whole deficiency
was about one ounce and a half.

REMARKS.

This New Prison, not yet quite finished, was first inhabited the 17th March |
1811. It is situate near the Bridge, and part of its boundary-wall skirts the River
Ock. The Sessions House, which forms the front, gives it a handsome appearance ;
and for the Prisoners here are four court-yards, of an irregular octagon shape, about
67 feet long by 64. Each court has a day or mess-room opening into it, of about
25 feet by 17, furnished with a table and forms, and warmed by a German stove.
Here are likewise arcades, to work under, or for walking in wet weather.

The building consists of three wings, two stories high, branching in an angular
direction. The Keeper’s apartments, with the Sessions House and Offices, form the
centre of it; and the windows of this structure command the several court-yards.
On the first Prison story are sixteen sleeping-cells, of 8 feet 9 each by 7 feet 10,
and 9 feet 6 inches high, to the crown of the arch. The upper story has the same
number of cells; each furnished with a perforated cast-iron bedstead, on stone-
bearers, a straw-in-sacking bed, one blanket, a coarse hempen sheet, and a rug;
lighted and ventilated by an iron-grated window, 4 feet by 2 feet 3, with blinds to
open, or shut close up, at the Prisoner’s pleasure: the outer door is iron-grated, and
the inner of wood.

The ‘Chapel is on the second story of the central building, with doors of entrance
for the several classes: Above it, in the attic-story, are two spacious Infirmaries,
two foul wards, or rooms for infectious disorders, with two others for convalescents ;
and at the top of the building is an alarm-bell.

The excellent Rules and Regulations established in the Bridewell of Reading (See
page 497,) are ordered to be here also-observed by the Keeper. All Prisoners wear
the County Uniforn, and their own clothes are purified, numbered, and deposited
in the Wardrobe assigned, until the time of their trial, or discharge. The 42d
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article ordains clean straw, or chaff, for matresses, to be allowed as often as needful,
and clean linen once a week. The 57th enjoins, that all Prisopers who receive the
County Allowance, shall be kept to work: Those sentenced to hard labour are en-
titled to receive 20 per cent. of their nett Earnings; those not so sentenced are to
have 50 per cent. agreeably to the Act 22 Geo. I11. Cap. 64 ; and the remainder to
be equally divided between the County and the Keeper. The Prisoners’ share is to
be given them, in clothes or money, at their discharge; after deducting the cost of
any wearing apparel issued, or any exfra allowance of provisious, that may have been
given them during confinement.

- The 63d Article directs, “ That if any Offender, during his confinement, has been
industrious and obedient, the Chaplain and the Keeper shall give him, on his dis-
mission, a certificate of such good behaviour; and no Offender is to be dismissed at
the end of his term, (unless at his own request,) if he shall labour under any acute
and dangerous distemper ; nor until (in the opinion of the Surgeon) he can be dis-
charged with safety : And when discharged, his own, or other decent clothing,:shall
be delivered to every Offender; together with such sum of money, as shall, by the
Visiting Justice or Justices, in every Quarter Sessions, be deemed necessary for sub-
sistence to the place of his legal settlement, not exceeding ten shillings.”

————

ABINGDON. Thke Town Gaol.

Gaoler, James Goldby, Sergeantat Mace. Salary, 170. 16s. Fees, 6s. 8d.

. Surgeon, when wanted, sent by the Mayor.

Number of Prisoners,
18th Aug. 1803, Two Criminals. 31st Aug. 1806, One. 22d Aug. 1811, Two.
I have not found one Debtor here at my several visits. ©

Allowance, sixpence per day, except when committed to hard labour: They have
then their Earnings only to subsist on.

REMARKS.

This Prison is the Old Gate-way. The ground-floor, about 14 feet square, with a
fire-place, is chiefly used for Deserters: Its iron-grated window looks toward the
street. Up stairs is a room for Debtors, who are committed by a Borough Process,
and become entitled to their Sixpences in about six weeks.

For Felons, .and other Criminal Prisoners, here are three small sleeping-rooms.
A tub serves for a sewer ; which, when emptied, on being nearly full, a Man receives
one shilling. No court-yard: No water, but as brought in by the Gaoler; who
appears to be a humane Man, and keeps the Prison as clean as its dilapidated state
will permit.
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ALDBOROUGH.  Suffolk.
Town Gaol.

Gaoler. Francis Osborne, the town coal-meter.
Salary, none. 1805, Sept. 16. No Prisoners.

- Two rooms on the ground-flour under the Town-hall ; one of nine feet by four
feet nine inches; lighted and ventilated by two apertures in the wall, 22 inches
by seven: The other 15 feet six inches by eight feet four; lighted and ven-
tilated by two apertures like the former, 1€ inches wide by seven; mud floors,
with loose straw. No court; no water. Prisoners are seldom confined here more

than one night.

———

ALNWICK. Northumberland.
Town Gaol.

Gaoler, John Thirlwal. Salary none; but he lives at the Castle. This Prison
is seldom used except for Deserters.

1802, Sept. 10th, and 1809, Sept. 19th, no Prisoners.

The Town Gaol is under the Bond-Gate Tower, at the entrance of the town, and
is the property of the Duke of Northumberland. It consists of one room 16 feet
by 8, dark and damp, but lighted and ventilated by an aperture in the wall.
Straw laid upon a barrack-bedstead.

At ALNWICK CASTLE are the remains of an ancient prison, which is kept
in good preservation by his Grace of Northumberland. It is in the Inner Ward, or
Tower, and is called The Dungeon, or Castle Keep. The entrance to it is through a
passage 16 feet long, and 3 feet wide, leading to a room of 11 feet 4 inches by
10 feet 4. In the centre of this room is an iron-grated trap-door, nearly a yard
square, which covers an aperture 2 feet 4 inches by 1 foot 10. The descent through
this aperture is by a ladder into a dark and damp dungeon, 8 feet 6 inches square,
and 11 feet high. The Arch appears to be of Saxon architecture. It was cer-
tainly built in the feudal times, when the security of prisoners, or captives, was
alone considered. The servant who accompanied me said, there was formerly a
dungeon in every tower of the Castle, but that this was the only one preserved.
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ALNWICK. Northumberland..
The House of Correction.

Gaoler, David Cousins. Salary 251.

Fees, for Felons, 13s. 4d. paid by the County ; and l3s 4d. for Assaults and
Bastardy, paid by themselves.

No religious attentions.
| Surgeon, Mr. Haswell ; who makes a Bill.

Number of Prisoners, 19th Sept. 1809, Two.

Allowance, 4d. a day, paid to the Keeper for their support.

REMARKS.

This Prison, first inhabited in October, 1807, has, on the ground-floor, two of
the Keeper’s rooms in front. These are divided by a passage 4 feet 6 inches wide,
leading to the Gaol door, and entrance into a lobby 24 feet long, and 4 feet
6 inches wide; with an iron-grated and glazed casement at the end of it, 19 inches
by 16; and into this lobby five sleeping-cells open.

The smallest cell is 9 feet 5 by 7 feet 8, and 8 feet 4 inches high to the crown
of the arch; the whole of stone, fitted up with wooden bedsteads for two persons,
loose straw, two blankets, and a coverlet: a small uncovered tub for a sewer,
emptied every morning; and a wooden stool to sit on. Every cell-door has an
inspecting wicket 81 inches square. :

On the North side is a court-yard for Men, who are allowed to be out for one
hour in the day, accompanied by the Keeper: Itis 42 feet square, and, in the
centre, has a sewer, and a pig-stye; and part of it is planted with cabbages.

The Women’s court is on the South-side, 63 feet by 36, with a detached sewer
in it. The area forms the Keeper's garden, and is planted with vegetables. Females
have the use of this garden one hour in the day.

Above stairs are three sleeping-cells for Women, of the same size with those
below, and opening into a lobby of like dimensions. Their cells contain two
wooden bedsteads for two persons each, and are fitted up like those assngned for
the men.

There is also a large work-room on this floor, of 22 feet by 12, with two large
grated and glazed lift-up sash windows, and a large fire-place; for which coals
are allowed during the six winter months. For the rest of the year the pri-
soners work in their sleeping-cells, which, having no grate, are frequently very cold.

c
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The Magistrates hold their Petty Sessions every fortnight in a convenient room
above stairs. No rules, however, or regulations are printed and stuck up. Here
-are no rooms set apart for the sick: No day-room allotted: No bath or oven to
purify foul or infected clothes: No water accessible: even the Keeper, for his own
use, fetches it from a pump 300 yards distant! The Act for preserving the Health
of Prisoners, and Clauses against Spirituous Liquors, are not hung up.

The employment of the Prisoners consists in beating hemp, picking oakum,
winding cotton, cutting candle-wicks, spinning and knotting of rope. The aver-
age of earnings is 3d. per day, which the Keeper has, in aid of maintenance. The
Prisoners have no share ; neither do they receive any money on being discharged,
to carry them home, or prevent those necessities, which may impel them to pre-
datory acts, when happily liberated from a geol.

| ———ti——

ANDOVER. Hmnpshzre

Gaoler, Thomas Cowley ; No Salary : ~ A Shoemaker by trade‘ but he is likewise.
Town-Crier, and Keeper of the Town-Hall, as also Collector of the Market--
Tolls; from each of which appointments he derives some casual Fee.

Fees, Debtors and Felons, 3s. 4d.

: Surgeons, Messrs. Poore and Pitman ; they make a Bill.

t Number of Prisoners, Debtors. Felons, &e.
1501, Jan.10th, - - - - - - - . 90 - - . - - 0
1802, Dec. 28th, - - - - - - - - 1 - & . .« - o
1807, Sept. 25th, - - - - - - - - @0 - . - - - 0

Allowance, to those who are unable to maintain themselves, 6d. per day ; and, in
extremely cold weather, a fire.

REMARKGS.

' This Gaol, for the Borough of Andover, consists of two reoms, with boarded
floors, one over the other. That for Men is about 16 feet by 14, and 8 feet high :-
the upper room, for the Women, 14 feet by 12, and of the same henght as the
former. Here is a small court-yard, about 16 feet square.

The Debtors sent here, are only those committed by process issuing out of
Andover Town-court. : :

The Borough allows straw on_]yi on bedsteads.
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Prisoners for felony, after final examination, are committed to the County Gaol at
Winchester. The two rooms set apart for them look toward the river, through
small iron-grated windows. The court is in front of the house, and the passage,
or road through it, is separated from the main-street by a very low paling; so that
the Prisoners can have no use of it.

When I was here in 1807, the Women's Gaol was filled up with tanner’s bark,
made into balls for fuel.

‘T'he Gaoler’s house, being under the same roof as the Prison, a bed-chamber in it

is appropriated to Pnsoners, in case they are more than the Gaol can conveniently
accommodate '

ANNAN. Scotland.
The Town Gaol.

Gaoler, #illiam Roxburgh, who is a Shoemaker, and lives near the Prison.
Salary, 10l

Fees, for Debtors, who are Burgesses, 2d. a night :_If not Bm'gesses, 4d.a mght
No religious attentions ; nor Surgeon. h '

Number of Prisoners, ' Debtors.

2dNOV.1809,-~-------5--.’.;--’0

Allowance, Criminals, 4d. a day in bread. Debtors, as alimented.
REMARKS.
This Gaol is built at one end of ,the Court-House, in the centre of the High-
street, and has, on the right-hand, a place called The Black-Hole, with an iron-grat-

ing toward the street, and straw on the floor ; which is used for temporary con-
finement, till the Prisoners are sent to Dumfries.

On the left hand is a room for Debtors, with a grated and OIazed window, fire-
place, and wooden bedstead.

Up stairs are three other sizeable rooms for Debtors, the windows of which
are large, and so made to open, that a cheerful view of the town, as well as light
and ventilation are afforded; whlch ranks this amongst the very best Prisons in
Scotland.

No bedding whatever is here allowed: No court-yard; no coals; nor water,
except as brought in by the Keeper: and the place of a sewer is supplied by a tub.
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APPLEBY. Westmoreland.
The County Gaol.

Gaoler, James Bewsher ; a Blacksmith: His shop is at the foot of the Bndge,
nearly opposite the Gaol.
Salary, 20l. Conveyance of Transports to Whitehaven, 1s. per mile.
Fees for Debtors and Felons, (see Table.) But the Under-Sheriff demands 6s. 8d.
from every Debtor for his Liberate! Garnish, not yet abolished, 1s.

Chaplain, Rev. James Mescalfe. Salary 151.
Duty, Sunday afternoon, Prayers and Sermon.

Surgeon, Mr. Bushby ; makes a Bill.

Number of Prisoners, " Debtors. Felons, &c. |
1800, March g1st, - - o S 3
1802, Sept. 24th, - - - - - - - - 4 - - - - - .0
1809, Nov. 4th, - - - - - -« - - - 9 - - - - - 4

Allowance, to Debtors, none whatever: to Felons, and other Criminal Prisoners,
fourpence a-day.

REMARKS.

This Gaol was built by the County. The Earl of Thanet is Hereditary Sheriff,
and pays the Gaoler his Salary. The Prison itself is out of the reach of the

floods, but the river sometimes overflows part of the Court-yard.

In the lower part of the Gaol are four vaulted Wards for Felons, 144 feet by 13;
with straw on the floor, and two blankets to sleep on; a small grated window
in each, but no ehimney: and over them are three good rooms with fire-places
for Debtors. There being no chapel, Divine Service is performed in the Debtor’s
Day-room. Here is only one court-yard, 96 feet by 66 ; so that debtors and felons,
men and women of all descriptions, associate promiscuously together during the
day-time. They have no Kitchen, and are therefore obliged to dress their victuals

under the open 'arch of the landing-place of the flight of stone steps, leading to the
Debtors apartments! A pump in the court-yard supplies the prison with water.
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TasLe oF FEes,

To be taken by the Keeper of 4ppleby Gaol, as agreed to by the Bench of Justices,
at the Midsummer General Quarter Sessions, 14th July 1797.

£ s d
¢ For the discharge of a Debtor®* - - - - - - - - - 013 4
For every person committed by warrant of a Justice of the Peace 0 6 8
For a Copy of Commitment, when demanded - - - - - - 0 1 ©
For a Certificate of Commitment, in order to obtain a Writ of
Habeas Corpus - - - - - - - - - -« - o - - 0 2 6
For signing a Certificate, in order to obtain a Supersedeas, or a
RuleorOrderof Court - - = = = = = = =« = = G 2 6
For the Discharge of a Prisoner by Proclamation at the Assizes,
or General Quarter Sessions - - = - - = = = - - 013 4

Here is a Gaol Delivery once a yegr. No Employment is provided, and prisoners
who are of handicraft trades, can seldom procure it from the town.

The Act for Preservation of Health, and Clauses against the use of Spirituous
Liquors, are bath properly hung up; as is also the foregoing Table of Fees, of
which I took a copy.

APPLEBY.
|  County Bridewell.
" Keeper, John Atkinson. Salary, 12. No Fees.
" Prisoners, 24th September, 1802, Two Lunaticks. Allowance, noue.

" REMARKS.

This comfortless Prison, as appears by the date in front, was built in 1639, and
consists of two cells, 13 feet each by 8, with vaulted roofs. Straw laid on the floor.
No light or air, but what is admitted through an aperture of 12 inches by 4. These
cells are subject to floods. There is one large room above stairs, but considered as
insecure. No court-yard; no water accessible. '

* But how is a Debtor, on his entrance into Prison, to acquire money as fees for his discharge,
when his credit has been crushed ; the exertions of his industry precluded ; and unusual expences have
accumulated against him, in consequence of his dreary situation! Here is no allowance, either from his
Plaintiff or from the County, for the sustenance of a poor confined Debtor. Here is meither provision,
nor clothing, be the weather’s extremity what it may ; nor even bedding, except of straw, but what the
destitute starveling must hire. Let us now shift the scene, and be astonished at the contrast. The
wretch charged with crimes the most atrocious, and under the strongest presumptions of guilt, is per-
fectly attended to in' the various respects of comfort above-mentioned. And what is the fatal conse-
quence ?  All those notions of comparative turpitude, which it is so much the interest of society to keep
clear and prominent in the mind of man, are thus utterly confounded and overthrown.
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ASHBOURNE. Derbyshire.
The House of Correction.

Gaoler, Fhomas Lytton. N
Salary 25!. out of which he furnishes straw for the Prisoners.
Fees, none. :

Surgeon, when wanted, is ordered by the Magistrate.

Prisoners, . '
1802, Oct. 12th. Crnmmal 1. Deserters, 2.

Allowance, to each four-pence a-day ; but 1f work 1s procured., they have the
produce of their labour only.

REMARKS.

This structure was erected in 1784, and stands in Back-Lane It is a neat
square building, and consists of a room on the ground-floor for the Keeper, about
16 feet square, with a fire-place in it, and two glazed windows. These command the
two court-yards, which are 30 feet each by 16, and have sewers at the farther ends.
The wall being only 14 feet high, the court-yards are rather insecure.

Men-prisoners hve a day-room, of 17 feet by 9 feet 6 inches, and seven feet
high, which opens into their court-yard, and has a fire-place, and an iron-grated
and glazed window. Into this room open two sleeping-cells, each 64 feet long
by 51 feet, and 63 feet high.

No bedding is here provided; and the straw in lieu of it is furnished by the
Keeper: But I observed in the sleeping-cells, not ouly some loose straw, but two
old blankets and a rug.

Above stairs are two rooms for Women-prisoners, with sleeping-cells attached,
like those for the men. In one of them was a bedstead, intended for the Keeper:
but, as he lives in the town, the more orderly prisoners have the use of it; and either
furnish their own bedding, or pay the Keeper for the use of his.

A trap-door in the flooring opens into a loathsome dungeon, nine steps down,
which is about six feet square, and as many in height; dark and damp, with
a bricked floor, but without even straw for bedding. I hope it is never used, and
wish it were entirely bricked up.

No water : The Keeper told me he carried it to the Prisoners twice a-day. The
whole Prison very dirty. No Rules and Orders. The Act for Preserving Health,
and Clauses against Spirituous Liquors, are not hung up.
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AYLESBURY. Buckinghamshire.

Gaoler,

The County Gaol, and Bridewell.

Henry Shermf

Salary, for the Gaol, 140l for the Bridewell, 3ol
Fees and Garnish abolished: But the Under-Sheriff takes from each Debtor

2s. 6d. for his Liberate.
For Transports, the expence of conveying them.

Chaplain,  Rev. Mr, Hopkins. Salary 50l.

13

Duty, Prayers and g Sermon every Sunday: and duly attendance on those

Prisoners who are left for execution.

Surgeon, Mr. Hayward
Salary, 3;,1 for all descnphons of Prisoners.

Number of Prlsoners,
1801, Aug. 16th,
1802, Nov. 24th,
1803, Jan. 30th,
1804, April 15th,
1805, July 25th,
1806, June 20th,
1807, May gth,
1808, Apri 27th
1809, March 7th,
1810, August 4th,

)

-

Debtors.

18
15
12
17
17
10
8
8-
8
10

Felons, &c

10
17
19
13
15
12
18
13
16

11

-
b

" Allowance, to Debtors and Prisoners of every description, one
of best wheaten bread per day, and a pint of soup twice a week.

Convicts under sentence of transportatwn have the King's Allowance of

2s. 6d. per week *,

* The Allowance made to the Sheriff of Buckinghamshire, upon passing his accounts annually in the

pound and half

Bridewell,
14
24
31
2
10
27
18
26
27
15

Court of Exchequer, of 2s. 6d. per week (for the maintenance of capital convicts, and convicts at the assizes
for transportable offences, detained in the Gaol) is issued under an order from the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer. The Under-Sheriff makes out an account, containing the name of the convict, the time when
convicted, and the number of weeks from that period till the convict is sent off, or till the end of the
Sheriffalty, in case the convict so long remains in his custody. . And, as the County supports the convict
with bread and clothing, the Under-Sheriff from time to time pays to the County Treasurer the sums
80 allowed in his bill of cravings, in aid of that expenditure. As there are many Counties, who do not
know how to apply for the transport's money, 2. 6d. a week, I insert this note to instruct them in

the mode of application for it.
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REMARKS.

This Gaol adjoins to the back part of the magnificent Shire-Hall. The original
construction of the building was faulty in the extreme; but the Marquis of Buck-
ingham, ever attentive to the interests of the County, having humanely interfered
in its Prison concerns, the loathsome dungeon is now inaccessibly bricked up, and
the Gaol has received many other and great improvements.

Here is but one court-yard for Debtors, 54 feet by 26, paved with flag-stones,
and a sewer in one corner: two day-rooms, with fire-places, and glazed windows;
the largest room 20 feet by 14.

Above stairs are seven good bed-rooms, all Free Wards; furnished with wooden

bedsteads, flock beds, a blanket, and coverlet, at the County’s expence. One of the
smallest rooms is set apart for Women Debtors.
* Men Felons have a court-yard, of 32 feet by 24, paved with flag-stones, and the
sewer is in one corner. They have three day-rooms, whose average size is 16 feet
by 14 ; with cupboards for provisions, and benches to sit on, opening into the court-
yard. : '

Their sleeping—cells, sixteen in number, are over the well-room and straw-room, .
and open into lobbies seven feet wide. Each cell is 6 feet 6 by 5 feet, furnished
with a wooden bedstead, straw mattress, and one blanket ; and ventilated by an iron
grating in the door, 9 inches square, and another in the roof, 42 inches by 18.
Here is one solitary cell, of 6 feet 6 by 1 foot-9 inches, totally dark, and without
ventilation ; where the refractory prisoner sleeps on the floor upon loose straw,
with a blanket. o

There being no stated Chapel, divine service is performed in the Shire-Hall.
The Felons ascend to it from the lobby, into which their cells open, by a ladder of
25 steps, and three inches broad, to a trap-door made in the floor of the Sessions-
House, 2 feet 6 inches long, by 2 feet 3 broad, opening into the Prisoners’ .bar,
which is about 10 feet by 9 ; and lere they sit to hear divine service.

The Bridewell Prisoners are seated on benches within the bar: Debtors, on a
row of benches, called The Atfornies’ Seats ; and the women are placed in a pew,
on the left hand of the chair. :

When I attended divine service on the 13th January, 1805, thirteen criminals and
four debtors received the sacrament, which is administered four times a year.
Many persons also from the town are accustomed to attend upon this occasion ;
and the money collected is distributed amongst the criminals. All prisoners are
required to attend divine service.

A Chapel within the Prison, properly partitioned off, so as to exclude the classes
from the sight of each other, is an accommodation much wanted. It would afford
their exemplary Chaplain an opportunity of selecting occasionally, and of applying
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particular passages from scripture, the most appropriate to each description of the
prisoners.

. The Mell-Room, which is assigned for Prisoners under sentence of death, is
28 feet long by 13 feet 3, and 9 feet 5 inches high; with a brick floor, and small
fire place. There are in it five well-ventilated cells, of 6 feet 7 by 5 feet and an
inch; fitted up with a wooden bedstead, a straw-in-sacking bed, and two blankets
each. '

. The Straw Room for deserters, of 20 feet 6 inches by 15 feet 4, has a barrack-bed,
the whole length of the room, and raised two feet from the floor, with loose straw,
and a blanket for bedding. It opens into a lobby, 20 feet by 11 ; in which there is
a cell for one Prisoner, of 63 feet by 5 feet; and adjoins to the Well-Room.

Female Felons are confined in the Women's Bridewell, and have a court-yard,
of 28 feet by 24; in which there is a sewer; a day-room, 20 feet by 10 ; a wash-
house, 17 feet by 12, with a cistern, copper, and fire-place; and a sleeping-room,
13 feet by 12; all which have boarded floors. There are also five sleeping cells,
of 7 feet by 6 feet 6, with a wooden bedstead, straw, and one blanket each.

The Men's Bridewell has a court-yard, 47 feet by 29, with a sewer; a large

work-room, on the ground-floor, of 43 feet by 13; and a day-room, of 19 feet
9 inches by 15 feet 6. On the first floor are five sleeping cells, each 7 feet by 6 feet
6 ; with iron-grated windows, and inside shutters ; a bedstead for two persons, loose
straw and a blanket. The second story has eleven cells, of the same dimensions,
and furnished in the same manner as the former; also one dark cell for the refrac-
tory, of 7 feet by 3 feet 6 inches, ventilated by an aperture of 6 inches by 5.
- The Infirmary is a neat building, detached from the Gaol, and consists of two
large rooms on the ground floor, 24 feet by 18, and paved with brick. In one of
them is an excellent mill, with a pair of mill-stones for grinding corn, and the
apparatus for dressing the flour. Above are two rooms for the sick, of the same size
as the former, with boarded floors and large glazed windows: A kitchen, 16 feet
by 12 feet 9; aroom for the nurse, nearly of the same size, with suitable conveni-
ences for invalids.

A liberal supply of coals is allowed to the day rooms, from the 16th of QOctober
to the 16th of April : But if the weather be very severe, the time is extended by the

considerate Magistrates.

For Prisoners under sentence of death,—the mournful inhabitants of the «“ Well-
Room,” already described,—time, and the just reflections of reason, have at length
given their lot a favourable turn: They are not, as heretofore, exposed to pitiless
curiosity. There was a time, when the people of Aylesbury were greatly averse
to having the place of execution fixed at the Gaol, “ because it was within the town.”
During my sheriffalty, I represented to the Marquis of Buckingham what an excel-

D
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1lent place we had for the purpose ; and, after getting several models made in London,
the one fixed upon is, I think, the completest piece of mechanism in this kingdom,
and was used, for the first time, this year, 1810. ’Tis an incident that seems to
imterest humanity ; and I therefore wish some notice to be taken of  it, that other
counties may “ do likewise.” In this pamcular, my endeavours to that end have
‘been very successful ; and I hope that the remaining towns (few in comparison);
will join to root out the old custom upon such distressful occasions. Here, now,
in Aylesbury, the poor condemmed wretch no longer passes his dreariest days in a
Joathéome dungeon, to be thence dragged through the town in a cart to execution,
at some distance, to gratify the cruel insensibility of the multitude, and disgrace the
character of civilized society : But an occasional platform, for the awful business, is
fixed in front of the County-Hall; and the last comforts are calmly administered
to the sufferer, previous to his public exposure and punishment.

Some years ago the Prisoners were employed by the Gaoler, (and shops were
erected by him for the purpose) in sawing stone and timber, sifting of sand, &ec.
But this bas been discontinued; and now a trifling quantity of hemp, beat once or
twice in a montbh, is the only employment.

At the Summer Assize, Prisoners are remaved from hence to Buckingham.

The followmg Mzmor1aL of & Legacy, is hang up in Aylesbury Church, and the
doaation is. regularly paid. '

¢« WiLLIAM FINDALL, in the year 1604, gave Sir pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence,
to be paid on Midlent-Sunday annually, into the hands of the Church-Wardens of the
Parish of Aylesbury, for the time being, for ever, out of Summer-Leys, in the Parish of
Weston- Turville, for the following purposes viz.

' £. s d.
To the Poor of Weston-Turville - - - - - . - . _ o0 6 8

To the Prisoners in Aylesbury Gaol - - - - < . - . 013 4
To a Scavenger, to keep the Church-ways elean - - - - - 013 4

The Remainder (after deducting 15s. 6d. for the Land-Tas) is distributed to the Widows
and distressed Poor of the Parish of Aylesbury.”

There are likewise other donations, which ought to be recorded viz.

The Earl of Chesterfield has, for several years, given at every Christmas, two
pounds of beef, and one shilling in money, to each Prisoner. It is distributed by
Mr. Curry, his Lordship’s Steward, at Eythorp, in the County of Bucks.

The Rev. Mr. Hopkins, for the thirty years of his officiating as Chaplain to
the County Gaol, has given to the Prisoners every Christmas, One Guinea; which is
equally distributed amongst them by the Gaoler.
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Frequently have I attended Divine service at Aylesbury Gaol, and witnessed the
pious and energetic spirit with which the above exemplary Chaplain has addressed
the Prisoners; but, particularly, on Sunday the 5th of August, 1810, (the day pre-
vious to their removal to Buckingham for trial;) when he admonished the profligate,
aroused the thoughtless, and comforted the afflicted, in a manner so pointedly
impressive, that it not only drew tears from the Criminals, but visibly affected the
numerous and silent congregation that usually attends the service with them in the
Shire-Hall.

It is a circumstance peculiarly fortunate, when a Prison, ill-constructed for every
humane purpese, attracts the notice of POoWER, and the warm attentioné of BENEVO-
LENCE, as is really the case with the one which I have here described. Not only Fees
and Garnish are- abolished, but a well-behaved Debtor is indulged with  the
Rules,” (or range of space for air and exercise) which extend along the Pavement
in front of the County-Hall. Comfortable bedding also is here gratuitously fur-
nished. No one is discharged from hence, without receiving the price of a day’s
labour, to convey him home: And thus, that punishment which the law ordains
equally to vice, to folly or misfortune, is here meted out in mercy : an example
worthy of imitation throughout the kingdom.

The Gaol is supplied with religious books; and poor Prisoners, when discharged,
have money given them, according to their distance from home; not merely for
immediate sustenance, but to remove the great temptation of committing a crime
for that purpose.

Books are kept in the Prison, in which the Visiting Magistrates, Chaplain and
Surgeon, enter their several Reports.

Water is well supplied from a rivulet at the bottom of the Keepers Garden, by
means of a forcing pump worked by the Prisoners.

The Act for Preservation of Health, and Clauses against the Use of Spirituous
Liquors, are here conspicuously hung up.
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AYLESHAM. Nor;ﬁ)lk.
The Bridewell.

Keeper, William Howes.
Salary 40l. now 55/. Also one-fourth of the Prisoners’ earnings, and coals,
mops, brooms, and pails for the use of the Prison.

Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Addison. Salary 30l.
Duty, Sermon on Sundays; Prayers on Wednesdays and Fridays. ,

Suvl;geon, Mr. Taylor. Salary, none; but makes a Bill.

- Number of Prisoners,
1805,8ept. gd. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 14
1810, Sept. 6th, - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 9

Alldwanoe,v sixpence a-day in money, or in bread, pease, and potatoes.

REMARKS.

On the front of the Keeper's house, is the following venerable Inscription, cut or
carved in wood. -

¢« GOD save oure suprem Hed Kyng Henry the Eyght. Pray for the Good
Prosperyté and Asstaté’ of Robert Mersham and lane his Wyfe, the wiche
this Howse they cawsed to be made, To the Honor of the Towne be their
Owyck Lyfe. FINES.
¢« This Howse was made in the Yer of our Lorde, 1543.
R. M. I.B."

At the back of the Keeper's house is a court-yard 60 feet square, with a pump
in it, and two sewers. 'The Prisoners have one hour in the morning to wash and
clean themselves, which the Rules require them to do, before they receive their
bread ; and likewise half an hour in the evening for the same purpose. Soap and
towels are allowed them by the County, a clean shirt every week, and clean sheets
once a month. )

On the ground-flour ‘are five cells, which open into a well-ventilated lobby, 40
feet long, and 4 feet wide; at the end of which is the Chapel, 18 feet by 10, and
8 feet 6 inches high; with a fire-place.

Above stairs are five other cells, and an Iqﬁmary over the Chapel, and of the
same size, which open into a lobby of the like dimensions. Each cell is 12 feet
by 7, and 8 feet 6 inches high, with arched roofs, and fitted up with a crib bedstead,



IN ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, AND WALES. 2t

straw-in-sacking . bed, one sheet, two blankets, and a rug: In each door is a wicket,
or pot-hole, of 6 inches by 4.

There are also four cells, adjoining to the Keeper's wash-house, for the women;
and these have glazed windows.

Yellow and brown striped clothing is provided for the Pnsoners by the County.
Hemp blocks were heretofore used ; but as there is no hemp supplied, a mlll is now
substituted for the grinding of corn, &c.

The Rules and Orders are hung up; but not the Act for Preserving Health, nor
the Clauses against Spirituous Liquors. The Prison is white-washed once a year.

AYR. Scotland. -
The Town and County Gaol.

Gaoler. William Paul. Salary 351
Fees, none, either for Debtors or Felons.

Chaplain, none; nor any religious attentions whatever: Not even to these under
sentence of death, unless gratuitously and voluntarily attended.

Surgeon. When one is wanted, sent in, on application to the Magistrates.

Number of Prisoners, Debtors. F;elona, &e.
28thOct. 1809. - - - - - - 4. - - - - - - "10.

Allowance to Felons, &c. 4d. a-day in bread. Debtors as ahmented One Man
had only 6d. the others 8d per day.

REMARKS.

This Prison adjoins to the Justiciary Court. The ascent to it is by a fine flight
of 20 steps, and the entrance forms the Guard-House, a door from which opens into
a room under the Court, and is called “ The Low Prison :" And this is the only
place for the confinement of Debtors, male or female. "It is 19 feet long by 12 feet
wide ; has double iron-grated and glazed windows, 4 feet §quare ; a fire-place ; two
small tables, and benches to sit upon; a turn-up bedstead, two wooden bedsteads on
the floor, and two others at the top of them, ascended by a small ladder: But no
bedding whatever, nor coals allowed.

Here are also two cells for criminals, each 14 feet by 9 feet 6; with an aperture,
about 3 feet long and 8 inches wide, made through the wall; but both light and air
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are almost totally éxcluded by the iron stancheons and perforated iron plates which
extend the whole length of the aperture. The floors of the cells are stone; and
spread over with a little loose straw only to sleep on; no fite-places, hor water,
save what is brought in by the Keeper; and a tub uncovered serves the purpose of
a sewer.

The floor above is in the Steeple, and therefore, perhaps called “ The High-
Prison.” It contains two cells, of 12 feet by 8, with light and ventilation equally
obstructed, and, in other respects, similar to those before destribed.

The upper or attick story has two rooms, about 16 feet each by 11, with floors,
for Criminals. The windows of the Women’s-Room are iron-grated, and about 3 feet
square: That for the Men has an aperture in the wall, about four inches wide, with
an iron stancheon up the middle: No bedding but some loose straw: No fire-place
in either of the rooms, nor any furniture whatever ; a tub in place of a sewer: And
no water, but what is brought by the Gaoler, who lives distant.

Some of the doors here are of iren, others strongly clouted with it; and all,
excepting those on the upper-story, open into dark passages, so that I found a
candle necessary, though both my visits were made in the day-time.

James Fisher, committed hither for stealing apples out of an orchard, had a pair
of leg-bolts on him, made something like handcuffs, but the iron five times thicker ;
the stiff iron bar attached to which, must require uncommon and painful exertion

_for the Prisoner to rise on his feet; and even then he could not walk or move
either foot more than two or three inches at a step before the other. At the time
of my visit he had been thus shackled for sixty days. The Keeper told me the
Prisoner had been very unruly; and his having discovered marks of insanity, was
the cause of his being thus craelly ironed. The Magistrates were desirous to release
him, but neither his son, nor any other would take charge of him. Before I left
Ayr, his irons were taken off; the Magistrates, however, could get no person to
receive him. As the circuit is only twice a-year, April and September, a Prisoner
may be here confined six months without coming out of his cell, or tasting the fresh
air ; and the Gaoler informed me that he has had 23 Prisoners at one time.

80th Oct. 1809. The Magistrates and Council of Ayr assetmbled, were pleased to
honour me with the freedom of the Burgh, which was greatly enhaneed by the
speech delivered by the Chief Magistrate on presenting it.
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BANBURY. Ozfordshire.
The Town Gaol and Bridewell.

Gaoler, Joseph Wise. Salary, 151
Fees, for Debtors and Felons, 13s. 44.
for Bridewell Prisoners, 6s. 8d. } No Table.

Surgeon, when wanted, from the Town.
Prisoners, 1803, August 20th. Debtors, none. One Woman Felon.

Allowance, to Debtors, none. Criminal Prisoners have sixpence per day.

REMARKS.

This Prison appears to have been built in 1706. It has two dark and offensive
rooms below; one of them called The Gaol, the other The Bridewell; with straw
upon the floors to sleep on.

The Debtors confined here are by process issuing out of the Borough Court ; and
in the Keeper's house there is 8 room abgve stairs, for such as can pay 2s. 6d. per
week. Here is no court-yard, but one might be made out of the Gaoler’s garden,
into which the iron-grated windows of the Prison loek, and of which the back part
of his house commands a view. No water accessible to the Prisoners; nor any
employment provided for them. Neither the Act for Preserving Health, nor the

Clanses against Spirituous Liquors, hung up.
—r——
BALA. Merionethshire, North Wales.
The Bridewell.
Keeper, William Jones. Salary, 61,
1803, Dec. 2;th, Noh Prisoners. Surgeon from the town, if wanted.
Allowance, three shillings per week for each, which is paid to the Keeper.

REMARKS.

“‘This Bridewell consists of two rooms adjoining to the Town-Hall, of about eleven
feet square, Here is a small court-yard. No water, but what is brought by the

Keeper.
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BANFF. Scotland.
The Town Gaol.

Gaolers, The four Town Officers, in weekly rotation.
Salary, none, except from the Town. See Remarks.
Fees, for Felons, none. Debtors, 4d. a night. No religious attentions.

Surgeon, Mr. James Smith, who makes a Bill.

Number of Prisoners, Debtor. Felons. Lunatick.
6th Oct. 1809, - - - - 1. - - - - 8. - - = - 1.

Allowance, Felons, 3d. a day. Debtors, as alimented.

 REMARKS.

This Gaol is built adjoining the Town-Hall; and has on the second floor two
spacious rooms for Debtors, with flagged fioors, lift-up sash-windows, and fire-places,
but no coals allowed. Two wooden bedsteads enclosed by a dwarf partition, have
a little loose straw as the only bedding afforded; and a sewer is enclosed in one
corner. The doors of these rooms open into a flagged lobby, five feet wide, - with
" a large grated window at the end, for light and ventilation. Two strong cells for
Felons communicate with this lobby, and are about eleven feet square, with vaulted
roofs ; but no fire-places, nor bedsteads, or bedding, except a little loose straw on
the floor. They are lighted and ventilated by a narrow aperture, with a strong
iron stancheon run up the middle.

No court-yard. No water accessible: but there is a very convenient place at the
top of the building for a cistern to supply the Prison; which, it is to be hoped,
will not be forgotten, when the plan for furnishing the Town and County Hall with
so necessary an article, is carried into effect. A forcing pump for so good a pur-
pose might be worked by the Prisoners.

The following is a Copy of the Report made to the Court of Session in 1808, by
the Town Clerk, in pursuance of an order to that effect.

“ Tue Gaol of Banff, which was built a few years ago, is one of the most com-
modious, secure, and airy, it is believed, in Scotland.

It contains, on the second story, two strong cells for delinquents, and two
spacious rooms for civil debtors.

“ Besides these there are two very large apartments, on the ground-floor also,
intended for a House of Correction, and employment for mauy Prisoners; but not
being finished, they have not yet been used.
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The Town Officers, four in number, act as Gaolers by weekly rotation ; for which,
besides the perquisites specified below, they receive a small salary from the revenue
of the town. The Gaoler, for the week, is obliged to attend the Prison, and clean
the same; to procure the Prisoners what necessaries they may want, and carry any
communications which they may have occasion to send out of the Gaol.

The GaoL Fees, exacted according to immemorial custom and practice, are,
~ « From the Incarcerator of any Civil Debtor, under letters of caption,

£ s d
¢« To the Town Clerk, for booking - - - - - - - - 0 5 o0
To the Gaoler, for receiving the Prisoner - - - - - - 0 1 0

« From the Incarcerator, or person interested in the imprisonment of any person
incarcerated under a Warrant de meditatione fuge, Laborrow, or any other War-
rant of an inferior Judge,

o ’ . : , &£ 1 d.
¢ To the Town Clerk -« = e = e - - < - - - 026
Tothe Gaoler - = - -« = = - = o = - = = =« - 0 1 0.

« Every Prisoner possessed of Funds, except those who are committed for trial,
and Convicts, pay for every night of confinement to the Gaoler, as follows, viz.

. : £ 1 d
«“Ifa Burgessof Banff, - - - . - - . . - - - . ¢ 3 4
Ifnota Burgess - - - - - =« - - - - - - « - 0 6 8 °

“ No Fees are exacted on the liberation of Prisoners.
¢ There is no instance of a Prisoner having been confined here for Gaol-Fees, after'
his Incarcerator consented to his liberation : But the Gaplers frequently detain what
effects the Prisoner may have had in Gaol, until they are paid their fees; and, for .
want of payment, sometimes obtain warrant, and sell the effects by auction. The
rate of aliment allowed to poor Debtors, who apply for the benefit of the act, com-
monly called the Act of Grace, varies from 6d. to 1s. per diem ; generally 8d. or 9d.
Joun SmiTH.”

BASINGSTOKE. Hampshire.

" Bridewell.” The Head Constable is the Keeper. No Salary.
Allowance, sixpence a-day.

Here are two close offensive rooms, adjoining the court-house, each 13 feet by 4,
with a small iron-grating over the doors. Straw upon the floor. No court-yard,
nor water. A very narrow passage to the sewer. ,

1802, March 20th,

1803, October, }NoPrisoners.
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~ BARKING. Esser.
. The Gaol, and House of Correction.

""Keeper, Tbomas Miller, a shoemaker.” Salary 381
Fees, none. ' Conveyance of each Prisoner to Chelmsford for tnal 30s.

Chapldin, Rev. Ebert Jefferys. Salary 20l. _
Duty, Sermon on Sundays. There being no Chapel, Divine Service is per-
formed in the Keeper’s house. :

Surgeon, Mr. Ireland. Salary 151.

Numberoansoners, 1806, June 21st, - - - .- - - - - - 14'
h 1808, Aug. 26th, - - - - - - - - -.- 5

Allowance, one pound and a half of bread, furnished by the Gaoler ; and a quart of
table beer sent from the Brewer's, at 20s. per barrel. Women, for their chil-
dren, have bread, milk, and sugar, to the amount of about seven farthings per
day. Five chaldrons of coals also are yearly allowed to the Prison.

REMARKS.

"This Prison, situate in the North Street, stands in the middle of a garden, con-
taining about an acre.

From the Gaoler's house is a descent by a flight of eighteen steps, to a court-yard,
paved with flag-stones, 64 feet by 11; which is divided by an iron-palisaded gate,
and contains six well-ventilated sleeping cells, of 10 feet by 8, and 9 feet high. There
is an n'on-gratmg over every door, with a shutter to put up at night. The floors
are of oak-plank, and the rooms are furnished with wooden cradle-bedsteads, straw-
in-sacking bed, one blanket, or two, as the season may require, and a rug.

"One of the cells has a fire-place; and there is a pump of excellent water.

‘On the other side of the Keeper’s house is the Men’s working room, 14 feet by
13, with a fire-place, and glazed window. The employment of the Prisoners is to
pick oakum ; and they have the half of their earnings.

The Women’s Court-yard is 28 feet by 8 feet 9 inches; and their work-room
15 feet by 14, and 10 feet high ; with a fire-place and glazed window. They have
also a Lying-in Room, 9 feet by 8, with bedsteads and bedding, like those for the
Men.

. Above stairs'is a room. for the sick, 17 feet square, with fire-place, and opposite
windows. But this room, at my visit in 1806, was filled with breeding cages, and a’
variety of birds ; and in 1808, was used as a cutting shop, and filled up with leather.

The Prisoners have County clothes, and a bathing tub supplied them: Clean linen
once a week; and when discharged, which is always i the morning, they have
money given them, according to their respective distances from home.
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BARNSTAPLE. Devonshire.
The Borough Gaol, and Bridewell.

Gaoler, Nathaniel Blackwill. Salary, 51. Fees, 4s. 4d.

Chaplain, none: nor any religious attentions.

Surgeon, when wanted, is sent in by the Parish. : |
Prisoners, 4th Dec. 1810, Debtor, 1. Petty Offender, 1. Foreigners, 2.

Allowance to Debtors, none; to Crlmmals, twopertce half pénny per day, from
the Parish. T o

REMARKS

Here is only one court-yard for Debtors, Felons, and all descriptions of Male
Prisoners, which is 26 feet square, with a pump to supply it with water.

- The Debtors’ Prison consists of one room on the ground-ﬁoor, 12 feet by i1, and
7 feet high, with a boarded floor, and an lron-grated window., No ﬁreeplaoe Their
sleeping room above is 15 feet by 14, and 8 feet high, with barrack bedstead, and
straw only allowed. It has a glazed-window, and a fire-place; but no coals are
supplied. Debtors committed hither are by process issuing out of ‘the "Borough
Court, which is held once a fortnight, on Mondays; and the number eonfined
within the last four years and a half has been only seven.

The part called the Felons' Prison is one room, 14 feet by 8, and 7 feet 6 mches
high, on the ground-floor; with a barrack bedstead, to which straw only. is fur-
nished for bedding. Here is a fire-place, but incapable of being used: No. fuel
allowed; and the iron-grating looks to the street.

The Bridewell Part consists of one room below, 14 feet by 12, and 6 feet
hlgh with boarded floor, an unglazed grated window, but no fire-place: And one
room above, of the same size, with barrack bedsteads, and straw only allowed.

Females are kept separate from Male Prisoners, both day and night ; but they have

no court-yard.
" Hereis a Gaol-Delivery twice a-year, at the Sessmn, which is held before the
Mayor, Aldermen, and Recorder, who is a Barrister of this Borough They have a
Power of Charter, of trying all offences committed within it, except capital felonies :
for which Prisoners are confined here only for a-day or two, tlll fully commltted to
the County Gaol. "The Prison is dry, airy, and well ventilated.

I have heretofore been at Barnstaple, but never had an idea that a Prison existed
there, no such having been mentioned by Mr. Howard. A petition, by letter,
from Mr. Roberts, a worthy resident of the town, in favour of a poor debtor under'
very pitiable circumstances, cauced me to institute an mqmry, and produced the
above information. '
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BASINGSTOKE ; see page 25.

——

BATH. Somersetshire.
The City Gaol.

Gaoler, George Griffin, who is also a Sheriff’'s Officer; which no Keeper of a
"Prison should be. He must frequently be from home and his business is
incompatible with the Duty of a Gaoler.

Salary 30.. Fees 7s.8d. No Table. Conveyance of Prisoners to the County
Gaol at Ilchester, one shilling per mile. :

"Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Marshall, lately appointed.
Salary 20l.
Duty, no stated time of attendance, or arrangement of service. At my visit
here, in Sept. 1806, it was more than two months since dmne service had

been last performed.

- Surgeon, Mr. Kitson, also lately appointed.
Salary 20/

" Number of Prisoners, Debtors. Felons. Petty Offenders. Deserters,
1800, March goth,- - 1 - - ¢ - - - 4 - - - 0
1801, Dec.22d,- - - 2 - - 8§ - - - 10 - - - 0
1803,0ct. 5th, - - - 1 - - 0 - - - 4 - - - 1
1806, Sept. 19th, - - ¢ - - 1 - - 6 - - - 2

Allowance to Debtors, none whatever. (See Remarks).
Felons and Criminal Prisoners, sixpence, or fourpence per day in bread, as it
is dear or cheap; it is sent from the Baker in two-penny loaves: Weight.
in Sept. 1806, eleven ounces each.

REMARKS.

This Prison, situate in Grove-street, is unfortunately built on very low ground.
The ascent to it is by a fine flight of stone steps. On the entrance-floor are the
Keeper s parlour, kitchen, and two bed-rooms. Above are three stories, and on each
five good-sized Tooms; two of which are used by the Keeper: the rest are for
Debtors; one bed in a room, for which the Prisoner pays 35, 6d. per week.

Two rooms on the second-story are firee-wards; one for Men, the other for
Women; to which the Corporation allows straw laid on the floor.

No employment is furnished by the city. Coals are sometimes allowed. to the
Prison: But here is no Chapel. Divine service (when performed at all) i is in a
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front-room, of 17 feet by 14 ; one half of which is taken up by a large barrack bed-
stead *. Previous to my visit in 1801, there had been little or no religious duty for
many years; and yet, at one of my visits, there were 31 Prisoners in the Gaol.

The police of this splendid and matchless city appears to be well-regulated in
every respect, except as to its Prison. The Act for the Preservation of Health is
not hung up; but on a painted board is inscribed, “ No strong Liquors admitted,
“ under the Penalty of Ten Pounds, or three Months Imprisonment.”

For Petty Offenders, here is, seventeen steps down, a dark damp day-room, about
14 feet square, with a fire-place; and three damp sleeping-cells, one of which is
14 feet square, and 9 feet high; the two others 9 feet square: One of them has no
light nor ventilation, but what it receives from an aperture in the door, 9 inches by
6: The floors are boarded, and have loose straw to sleep on.

These cells are frequently crammed with vagrants ; and there is a flagged court,
52 feet long and 16 feet wide, used in common, both for Prisoners of the latter
description, and for debtors, through which lies the passage to the court-yard, where
felons are confined. This court was formerly overflowed by water, the marks of
which, at least, till lately, were visible on the walls ; but siuce the canal has been
cut, the ground is dry.

In the centre there are 12 cells, which the Corporation have very properly built
upon arches: They consist of a double range, six in each, of about 8 feet square, and
as many high; light, well-ventilated, and to every one there is a fire-place, and a
small stone-sink as an urinal in one corner. The floors are of boards, with loose
straw to sleep on. The doors of the cells open into stene galleries, 42 feet long, and
3 feet 9 inches wide, guarded by.an iron railing,- and with a sewer at each end.
No room set apart for an Infirniary. No Bath, nor County clothing. No mops,
brooms, pails, soap or towels, for personal or prison cleanliness.  No Rules and
Orders. Mrs. Dickenson, who resides at Bath, has sent annually, for the last seven
years, at Christmas, Easter and Whitsuntide, one pound and a half of mutton or
beef, a half-quartern loaf and potatoes, to every Prisoner in this Gaol.

Debtors are sent hither from the Court of Requests for the City of Bath, and
Liberties thereof; the parish of #alcot; the several parishes and places in the
Hundreds of Bath-forum and Wellow; the Liberties of Hampton, Claverton, Easton
and Amrill, all in the County of Somerset: which Court takes cognizance of alt
debts not exceeding ten pounds. The imprisonment for debts. exceeding five
pounds is 200 days.

* As Ishall, in the course of this Work, have frequent occasion to mention barrack-beds, or bed-
steads, I wish my reader to understand they are low stages of boards, raised from the tloor ; and slop-
ing from the wall towards the middle of the room ; as in the barracks for soldiers.
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BATTEL; sée page 32.
BEAUMARIS. Isle of Anglesea.
~ The C’ounty ‘Gaol.

' Gaoler, William Hopson ; now Thomas Ashurst. ) ; '
‘Salary, in 1802, was Ten Pounds ; but, in 1803, Five Pounds frm the Shmﬂ'
and for the Bridewell gol. '
Fees, Debtors, 7s. Felons, &c. 13s. 4d.. No Table. Conveyance of Trans-
ports, the expence. _ :

Chaplam, Rev. Mr. Thomas, now'Rev Mr. Williams.
Salary, heretofore 10l. now 20l
Duty, At my visit in 1803, DlvmeServnce had been discontinued for two years:
But the Salary having since been increased, as above, here are Prayers and
- a Sermon once a-Week

Surgeon, till lately, Mr. Sparrow : But since hls death none- has been regularly
_appointed. 'When wanted, sent by the town, and makes a Bill.

"~ Number of Pnsoners, Debtors, Felons, &ec.  Bridewell.
1800, April 24th, 4 < =~ = « 0 = = = - 0

]
)
[]

1802, Jan. 26th, - - - - 5. - - - =« 0 - - - - 0
1803, Sept. 15th, - <« - « 8§ - - - - 0 --- - - 1
1806, Nov.13th, - - = - 1 - - - - 0 - - - - 5
1809, Feb. 21st, - - -. - 5 - -.- - 1 and Bastardy, 3

' ‘Allowance, 4d.'a-day to 'all.

; REMARKS

This Gaol is also the County Bridewell. It stands on the strait or narrow
channel, called ¢the Menai, and near the old castle fortified by Edward.IL.
. For Debtors here is.a court-yard, an oblong square, of about 16 yards by 13 ; and
on the second story they have six good-sized sleeping rooms, with fire-places and
glazed-windows ;. for' which, 'if the. Debtor brings his own bed, he pays nothing ;
otherwise straw, in lieu of bedding, is furnished by the County : But 1f the Keeper
furnishes a bed, the charge is 2s. per week. :

On the ground-floor there is a common kitchen, with a fire-place, and a pantry.
There being no Chapel, divine service is performed in the Keeper's parlour. The
window of this room commands the debtors’ part of the Prison; but of the felons’

part there is no view whatever, except through the iron palisaded gate hereafter
mentioned.
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Felons have a court-yard of about the same size as that for the debtors; a day-
room, with a fire-place; and five sleeping cells on the ground-floor, each 8 feet
4 inches by 7 feet two, and"7 feet.9:.inches high. These have arched roofs, with
brick floors, and are dark, damp, and insecure; supphed with plank bedsteads,
chaff-in-ticking beds, two blankets, and a rug:

A wall intended as a separation divides the Debtors’ court—yard from that of the
Felons, which is of the same size; but a constant communication is kept up, by
means of two iron-palisaded gates, through one of which you must pass to the
felons’ part of the Gaol. This, however, is insecure, a felon having made his escape
about three weeks before my visit in 1803. At that period the court-yards, day-
rooms, pantry, and-common kitchen, had all of them mud—ﬂoors, which have since
been paved with flag-stone... For Bridewell Prisoners here is one room.

I remember the Guoler told me, that the whole of his Fees, amounted :only to
12l. 13s. 10d. So that, his Salary included, he had no more than 47.. 13s. 10d.
to maintain himself, and support his wife and seven children: adding, that Lord
Bulkeley humanely employed him at times amongst his labourers, or he must be in
a state bordering on starvation.

It is but an act of humanity and common justice to observe, That every where
in Wales, in Cornwall, and some nearer parts of England, the Salaries of Gaolers
are very small, and inadequate to the faithful discharge of so important a trust.

This Prison .is said to be white-washed. once in two or three years; but the good
effects of that salutary process are destroyed, as every chimney in the place is smoky.

Here is no water, but what the Gaoler fetches from a fine spring, ninety-six yards
distant, and then pours into a square box, lined with lead, which holds about
22 gallons. This task, however, might easily be prevented, and the water laid on
at a small expence. , i _ ,

No Fuel is allowed the Prisoners. ' No séparate court-yard, day-room, or kitchen
for Women Debtors, who therefore must mix with the Bridewell Prisoners. No
mops, brooms, pails, towels or soap, to keep the Prisoners or their Prison clean: So
that I was not surprised at ﬁndmg the Gaol dirty.

Neither the Act for preserving Health nor the Clauses against Spirituous Liquors
hung up, The Keeper mformed me, that no Magwtrate had been within side the
Gaol for seven years. .

Mr. Ashurst alsa told me in. 1803, that the Under-Shenﬁ had reduced his Salary
as Gaoler to Five Pounds. Now by the Statute, 24 Geo. III it is clearly expressed,
¢ That the Justices of the Peace are to order and direct the Salaries to be paid out
of the County-Rate, by the Treasurer of such County.”
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BEAUMARIS. The Town Gaol.
Keeper, Richard Ellis, the Town Sergeant. Salary, as Keeper, none
Fees, 13s. 4d. '
Number of Prisoners, 1803, Sept.'15th. Deserters, 3.
Allowance, as in the County Gaol, fourpence a-day.

Here is one room for the Keeper ; and for the Prisoners, two small ones, of about
10 feet by 6, under the Town-Hall, with loose straw thrown upon a wooden bed-
stead. No court-yard. No water.

BATTEL. Sussex.

- Gaoler, William Croft, a Sheriff’s Officer, who lives at a distance.
Salary 10l. Fees, 3s. 4d.

Surgeon, from the town, when wanted.
1802, Sept. 20th, One Prisoner.
Allowance, 4d. or 6d. per day, according as bread is cheap or dear.

This Gaol consists of two rooms on the ground-floor, 14 feet by 124, in one
of which is a chimney, and the fire-place was. filled with rubbish; the other
has a strong staple, to which felons are chained. There is straw laid upon the floors,
with a blanket and rug to sleep on ; and an offensive sewer in each room. The iron-
grated windows look into a small court ; but of which, as being insecure, the Pri-
soners have not the use. No water accessible to the Prisoners, although it might be

laid on from the little garden belonging to the Keeper The Prison very ﬁlthy
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BECCLES. Suffolk.
The House of Correction.

Gaoler, William Cadmore, Salary 350. now Samuel Drewell, Salary 421.; with.
Coals for his own use, and 14s. per week for a Turnkey; paid by the Beccles:
Division of the County.

Fees, for Felons, 13s. 4d. No Table.
Conveyance of Transports to Ipswich, one shilling per mile.

Chaplain, Rev. John Penn. Salary 10l. 10s.
Duty, Prayers on Tuesday and Friday.

Surgeon, Mr. Crowfoot. Salary, none; makes # Bill.
Ne of Prisoners, 1805, Sept. 10th, 7. 1807, Dec. 17th, 5. 1810, Sept. 15th, 6.

Allowance, one pound and a half of household bread per day, sent from the
Baker’s, which I found to be of full weight.’
Dietary, Breakfast, each day, oatmeal gruel.
Dinners,on Sunday, half a pound of meat, and one pound of potatoes.
Monday, three-fourths of a pint of pease, or rice in stead, whemw
pease are dear; with broth from meat of the preceding day.
Tuesday, rice, or oatmeal, made into porridge, with leeks or onions.
Wednesday, two pounds of potatoes.
Thursday, as Sunday : Friday, as Monday.
Saturday, as Tuesday.
When a Prisoner is sick, extra food, or bedding, supplied at the Sulgeons
discretion.

REMARKS:!

Great part of this Prison has been lately built: But the brick-work is not substan-
tial : The mortar appears to be badly made; and the wood, not having been well

seasoned, has shrunk, so as to leave conslderable interstices. The Gaol, therefore,
is not secure.

The boundary-wall, seventeen feet high, incloses an area of 180 feet by 108. It
fronts to the South; and over the gate the following motto is very suitably in-
scribed on stone, “ PROHIBERE. QUAM PUNIRE » <« Tis better to prevent
than punish crime.”

On the right-hand, at the entrance, is a room called The Cage, for the temporary
confinement of what are termed assaults, or night-charges. On the left is the
Turnkey’s sitting-room; and over both of these is his chamber. A foot-path of
42 feet long leads to the Prison; and the residence of the Keeper being in the

. F :
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centre, the windows of his two rooms command a view of the Men’s two court-yards,
which are nearly 70 feet each by 20, and in one of them a pump and stone-trough,
inclosed by a wooden paling, not more than five feet six inches high; upon which,
as the Keeper justly observed, he could lay his hands and jump over. Here is also
a small court-yard for the Women, of 24 feet by 12 feet 6, of which the Keeper
has no view. They have all gravel bottoms.

On the ground-floor are two day-rootns for Men, about 10 feet by 9, with fire-
places and glazed windows; and six sleeping-cells, about 12 feet by 7, with glazed
and grated casement windows, and 9 feet 6 inches high, to the crown of the arch.
Also two other cells for Women, of nearly the same size; the doors opening into a
well ventilated lobby, 4 feet wide, in which are two iron palisaded gates, to separate
convicts from those who are not yet tried; and a wooden door excludes the Women
from both.

On the first story, in the centre, is the Chapel, which is very small, where the
Prisoners are seated in full view, and almost close to each other. The two prison
lobbies open into it, each containing five sleeping-cells, similar to those before
described ; and in one of them is a fire-place.

The attick-story of each wing has two spacious rooms, with glazed and grated
windows ; which have fire-places, and may serve occasionally for Infirmaries or
Store-Rooms.

Every cell that is occupied has a crib bedstead, with straw-in-sacking bed, two
sheets, cleaned monthly, and two blankets. The Men Prisoners are clean shirted
and shaved every Sunday morning; and cloth is ready provided for twenty suits
of County clothing.

A forcing-pump throws water to the top of the building, and cleanses also the
sewers and drains, which the Keeper informed me were not offensive.

The circumjacent ground, betwixt the court-yards and the boundary-wall in front,
affords the Keeper a convenient garden for the growth of vegetables: The back=
part consists of a hog-cote, with about half a dozen pigs in it. Ducks also range
about at large. The Keeper, who is a cabinet-maker, assured me, that if he did not
procure work at his trade, his salary was not adequate to support his family.

The total amount of Prisoners confined in, and discharged from, this House of
Correction, between the 12th of July, 1802, and the 15th of September, 1810,

was 372. £ s d
The Expence for their Maintenance - ~ - - - - - - - 394 12 8}
And the Value of their Earnings - - - - - - - - . . 97 16 8%

Leaving a Nett Charge on the County - - - - - 296 16 0

Here is no bath, but an oven in the Keéeper's house is provided to purify foul or
infected clothes. The Prison is kept clean. Noalarm-bell. No Rules and Orders;
and neither Act nor Clauses are hung up.
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BEDFORD.
The County Gaol, and House of Correction.

Gaoler, John Moore Howard.

Salary, for the Gaol, 100/. and for the House of Correction, 90l.

Fees, Debtors and Felons, 17s. 4d. each, as per Table hung up: Besides which
the Under-Sheriff demands of each Debtor 6s. 8d. for his Liberate! For
the removal of Transports to Woolwich, 5. each; and if to Portsmouth,
the expence of conveyance. Garnish, abolished.

Chaplain, Rev. Thomas Cave. Salary 40l.
Duty, Prayers and Sermon on Sunday, and Prayers on Thursday.

Surgeon, Mr. Campion. Salary, for Debtors, Felons, and House of Correction, 404

Number of Prisoners, Debtors. Felons. House of Correction.
1801, Aug. 19th, - - -~ 53 - - - 12 - - - - 4
1802, Jan. 26th, - - - 4 - - -~ 6 - - - - 9
1806, July 14th - - - 11 - - - 3 - - - - 9°
1807, Sept. 1st - - - 4 - - - 2 - - - - 6
1808, Feb.18th - - - 11 - - - 6 - - - - 4

Allowance, Debtors, two quartern loaves aach per week.
Felons, two half-peck loaves per week each.
I weighed the loaves at my several visits, and they were all just.

REMARKS.

This Gaol was first inhabited 17th June, 1801, and stands in a good situati6h,
being just out of the town. '

The entrance to the Prison is the Turnkey’s lodge, a handsome stone-building, with
a sitting-room on one side; and on the other, a warm and cold bath, with an oven
to purify infected or offensive clothes. Up-stairs is the Turnkey’s sleeping-room,
and another in which the County clothing is put on, and that of the Prisoners
ticketed and hung by till discharged. Here is likewise a reception-cell for the newly-
arrived Prisoner, till he is examined as to his health, previous to admission into the
interior. At the top of the building is the flat-roof,—the place of execution.

After passing the lodge, the way to the Keeper’s house is through a small garden,
of 32 feet in length. The Keeper resides in the centre of the Prison.

On the ground-floor is his parlour, kitchen, and pantry ; and behind them an
open space, called The Hall, in whjch I now found both the Act for Preservation of
Health, and the Clauses against Spirituous Liquors, conspicuously painted on «
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board, and hung up; with weights and scales likewise for the use of the Prison.
Into this hall three lobbies open, of five feet wide. Over the entrance-gate of one,
is inscribed in stone, “ Men-Felons and Convicts;” of a second, “ Women-Felons,
and Debtors;” and of the third, < House of Correction.”

The above three lobbies contain two day-rooms each, which open into a court-
yard, for the use of the several classes ; one day-room for Men, the other for Women ;
having glazed windows and fire-places, to which coals are allowed during the six
winter months: They are fitted up with benches and cupboards for provisions;
and cooking utensils, towels, &c. are very considerately provided by the Magistrates.
In each lobby there are four working-cells. ‘

Criminals are employed in beating hemp, but receive no part of their earnings.
Debtors sometimes procure employment from without, and have whatever they
can earn. ‘Transports here have not the King's allowance of 2s. 6d. per week.

Over the Hall is a room, of the same size, in which the articles of County clothing
are deposited: Also three lobbies like those below: Two of these contain eight
sleeping cells, for felons and House of Correction prisoners; and the third has six
sleeping-rooms for poor debtors, two of which are of 13 feet by 8, and the other four
. 10 feet by 8, having fire-places and glazed windows, and fitted up with iron bed-
steads, sacking bottoms, a straw-in-canvas bed, blanket, and rug, furnished gratis,
at the County’s expence. '

For those who can pay, here are rooms of better accommodation, which are sup-
plied by the Keeper at 2s. 6d. a single bed, per week ; or if two sleep together, at
2s. weekly each. If the debtor finds his own bedding and sheets, he pays 1s. 6.
per week.

The Chapel is in the centre, on the second or attick-story, where the Prisoners
are properly seated according to their respective classes; and all are required, not
only to attend divine service, unless prevented by illness, but to deport themselves
reverently there.

There are three other lobbies, like the former, that open into the Chapel : The
first for Felons and Convicts, with eight sleeping-cells; the second for House of
Correction Prisoners, and the same number of sleeping-cells: the third lobby has
two store-rooms ; and two others are set apart for Infirmaries, with boarded floors,
14 feet 8 inches by 10 feet 6, and 9 feet 8 inches high; also with fire-places and
glazed windows.

At the top of the building is an alarm-bell.

The Criminal Prisoners have thirty-two sleeping-cells, each 9 feet 4 inches by
6 feet 9, and 10 feet high : These are all light, airy, and clean, fitted up with iron
bedsteads, straw beds, two blankets and a coverlet : the iron-grated window has an
inside shutter. Each cell has a double door; .the outer, iron-grated, the inner of
wood. The Prisoners are shaved, and have clean linen every week. For the different
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classes here are six airy court-yards; their average size 54 feet by 30, with open
wood palisades, about 17 feet distant from the boundary wall.

There is a pump in every court-yard, and the whole Prison is well supplied with
water, and kept very clean.

TasLE or Fees.
¢« CouNTY OF BEDFORD.

Ata General Quarter Session for the Town and County of Bedford, held on Wednesday,
3d October, 1781, before Sir Philip Monour, Bart. William Geary, John Nesbit, and Jokn
Miller, jun. Esqrs.; and the Rey. /fadley Cor, Henry Hinde, Peter Lepipre, W. Smith, and
John Hawkins, Justices of the Peace in the said County, and assigned to determine Felonies,
Trespasses, and other Misdemeanours there. THe following Table of Fees was perused,
settled, and approved to be taken by the County Gaoler of Bedfordshire; but first sub-
mitted to the Judges of Assize for their approbation.

"DEBTORS’ FEES:

To the Gaoler, and his Turnkeys. ' £ s d
For each Debtor discharged - - - - = = = = - - - 017 4
For the second, and every other Action - - - - - - - - 010 0
To the Turnkey, at the Discharge of every Debtor - - - - 0 2 o
Ditto, for a second, and every other Action - - -~ - - 010
For every Debtor for a Week’s Loging, on the Cba.pel Side, the

Gaoler finding bedding, sheets, and blankets - - - - - - 0 2 6
If two sleep together, to take of each - - - - - - - - 0 2 o0
Of every Debtor, for Chamber-Rent, finding his own bedding and

sheets, perweek - - - - - - - - - - - < - - 0 1 6
For a Copy of every Warrant of Detainer - - - - - - - 0 2 O
For Certificate, for want of a Declaration, in order to take out a

Supersedeas - - - - - - - - - - - -4 - - - 0 2 6
For Certificate, to sue for Habeas Corpus = - = - - - - 0 2 6

For entering every Declaration delivered to the Debtor in Custody 0 1 o
To the UNDER-SHERIFY, for his Liberatur to the Gaoler, for the -
Discharge of a [)ebton JSor each Action! - - - - - - - - 0 6 8§

FeELoNs’ FEEs:

To the Gaoler, and his Turnkeys, L s d
To the GAOLER, for every Prisoner sentenced to be burned in the '
hand, fined, or imprisoned, when discharged - - . - - - 017 4
To the Turnkey, for each suchperson - - - - - - - - 0 2 0

To the GAOLER, for the Discharge of every Person committed for
want of Sureties of the Peace, Misdemeanor, or any other Crime,

not being felonious - - - - - - <« - - - - - - 017 4
And o the Turnkey for each Person - - - - - '-' - - - 0 2 0
For Copy of each Commitment, if demanded - - - - - - 0 2 0
For a Certificate of Commitment, to sue out 8 Habeas Corpus - - 0 2 6
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For attending in the Town of Bedford, with every Prisoner, to give 0. 2 &
bail, or be otherwise discharged - - - - - - - - -« 0 2 0
For the Discharge of every Prisoner, committed for Felony, or on
suspicion thereof, and no Bill of Indictment found, or discharged
on his or her trial ; or delivered by proclamation ; to be paid out

of the County Rates - - - + - - - - - - <« - <« 013 ¢
JouN NEsBITT. Approved, JaMEs EYRE,
WM. SMITH. ’ 7th March, 1782.

A correct Abridgement from a true copy, examined with the original, upon the File of

Easter Session, 1782.
By JEreMY-FisH PALMER,

Clerk of the Peace, of the County of Bedford.”
Judging from my own feelings, I cannot but think that the foregoing account of
an excellent Gaol will be pleasing also to others. There is one important article,
however, in Prison-polity, to which I do not here find that attention paid, which,
in my opinion, the subject deserves. A small sum of money given to each Prisoner
on being discharged, according to the distance from friends and home, might prevent
necessity from an immediate recurrence to those misdoings, which brought him to
a Gaol.
The practice here earnestly recommended, has the sanction of very good success
in many other Prisons of this Kingdom.

-

BEDFORD. Town-Ganl.
Gaoler, James Castleman, the Mace-bearer, Salary, none. Fees, none.
Surgeon, from the town, if wanted.
Prisoners, 1st Sept. 1807, and 8th Feb. 1808, none.

Allowance, a half-quartern loaf of bread per day ; and from Michaelmas to Lady-
day, a half-bushel of coals is allowed weekly to both the day-rooms.

REMARKS.

This Prison is situate near the County-Gaol. Here is a house for the Keeper, and
two court-yards adjoin to it; one for the use of Men, the other of Women, and
each 38 feet by 14. .

A day-room, with a fire-place, opens into each court; which has likewise two
sleeping-cells, of 10 feet by 6 feet 4 inches, and 11 feet high, to the crown of the
arch. [Each wooden bedstead is made to hold three persons, and to each are allowed
loose straw and a blanket. Over the door of the sleeping-cells is an iron-grated
aperture, 18 inches by 10: '

Here is no employment. Neither the Act nor Clauses hung up.
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BERKHAMSTEAD ; seepage 53.

BERWICK UPON TWEED.
The Town and County Gaol.

Gaoler, George Richardson; now William Brown, who keeps the Berwick-
+ - Arms, a public-house just by. Salary 40/. Two Men, as his assistants,
have 151 each per annum, with room-rent paid, and a coat and hat, from
the Corporation, to attend in rotation, clean the Gaol, and go upon errands
for the Prisoners.
Fees, none for Debtors who are Freemen, nor for Felons; but for Debtors,
not free, 2s. 6d. each.
Garnish abolished.

~ No Chaplain, nor Surgeon. If a Prisoner be ill, the Parish-Surgeon attends,
upon application to the Magistrates; and is paid by the Treasurer of the

Corporation.
Number of Prisoners, . Debtors. Petty Offenders.
1800, April 7th, - - - - - 83 - - - - - 5
1801, Nov. 9th, - - - - - 1 - - - - - 7
180¢, Sept.11th, - - - - - 8§ - - - - - 2 run-away Appren-
1809, Sept.20th - - - - - 4 ~ - - - - 1 [tices,

Allowance, to Debtors. At a Guild, held 18th January, 1800, it was agreed, on
account of the dearness of provisions, “ That every such Prisoner, being
a Freeman, should have 94d. and every Non-Freeman, 6d. per day.
To Felons, and other Offenders, the allowance isat the Magistrates’ discretion ;
but not to exceed 6d. a day for each.

REMARKS.

This Gaol, which was finished in 1754, stands over the Grand Town Hall, and
has a fine steeple, the only one in the Town of Berwick. On each side of the Gaol
are four windows, about four feet square, with a lifting-sash, for the beneﬁt of
fresh air.

The four damp-cells, on the ground-floor, and under the piazzas, where Prisoners
formerly were confined, are now very properly discontinued as a Prison, and used as
shops, &c. for the country butchers.
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The long rooms extend the whole length of the building, which is judiciously
partitioned off in the middle, to separate Felons, and other offenders, from the
Debtors. The former have also five other rooms, of 14 feet by 12, and 8 feet high,
which have grated and glazed sash-windows, with casements: They are supplied with
straw on wooden bedsteads; and in each is placed a covered tub, to serve as sewers,
which are emptied by the Town Beadle, when he thinks proper; and, consequently,
are offensive,

For Debtors here are three rooms, with fire-places, two benches in each to sit on,
a table, cupboard for provisions, and cooking utensils. These are all free wards,
-and the Corporation furnishes a bed to one of them. Their sewer alsois a covered
tub, inclosed at one corner of the adjacent gallery, and, like the others, emptied by
the Beadle at his leisure.

The Debtors have no court-yard; but in their hall, or day-room, is a pump,
which supplies the whole Prison with water; and for air and exercise, they are per~
mitted to walk on the leaden roof of the building. They have a large fire-place
in the hall above mentioned, with a sink, to carry off foul water. But the Corpora-
tion do not allow coals. * '

The bedsteads here are all of wood, with straw-in-ticking beds, two blankets, a
bolster, and coverlet, both for Debtors and Felons.

This Prison is well lighted and ventilated by the long-room sash-windows. No
employment is here provided; but handicraft trades may be followed by those
who can procure themselves the means of working: And the Women sometimes
get articles of spinning, for which they are paid the same prices as are given in the
town. i : .

There were no Felons here, at either of my four visits.

The Gaol is seldom visited or white-washed.

No water generally accessible, but as it is daily camed up by the Beadle, and put
into a common cistern from the pump, to the several Prisoners. No Rules and
Orders. Neither the Act for Preserving Health, nor the Clauses against Spmtuous
Liquors, are hung up.

@3~ It is a matter so obvious in itself, that Ineed hardly remark, How very
inconsistent is the non-residence, or distance, of any Gaoler from his important
charge! If he is inattentive, or much absent, who else will be alert and active?
The security of Prisons is their bounden duty: and if this be treated as a slight
affair, who can wonder, that the great objects of cleanliness, good order, and per-
sonal comfort of the confined, are also glaringly neglected ?

The above observatiou, I am sorry to say, may be extended to several inferior
Gaols, South of the Tweed.
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BERKHAMSTEAD. Hertfordshire.
-The Bridewell.

Keeper, William Rogers, a Shoemaker. Salary, 20l. Tees 3s. 4d. and half
profit of the Prisoners’ work. At my visit in 1804, they were employed

in cutting pegs; and the Keeper told me he allowed them three half-pence
per thousand, and sold them at three-pence.

Surgeon, Mr. Steele, who makes a Bill.

Number of Prisoners, 1802, July 12th, 2. 1803, July 15th, 2. 1804, Sept. 3d, 1.
' ’ ) 1805, July 25th, 2. 1807, May 10th, 1. 1810, Aug.4th, o.

Allowance, one pound and a half of bread per day, cut from the Keeper's loaf.
It would be better if the bread were sent.in loaves from the Baker, that the
Prisoners might know their quantity.

Here is a room for Men, 12 feet by 10, and for Women, 14 feet by 10, with
boarded floors. - Straw and two blankets to sleep on.” Each room has an iron-
grated window, looking into a small court, 6 yards by 4, with a sewer in it, where
they are allowed to walk one hour in the day. For Ielons, a dungeon, nine steps
down, of 13 feet by 94 and 6 feet 3 inches high: Earth floor, very damp; totally
dark, and without ventilation. No bedstead. Straw on the floor, and a blanket.
At my visit, 1810, the Gaoler told me the Magistrates had determined to brick up
the dungeon. - Neither the Act nor Clauses hung up.

BEVERLEY HALL-GARTH. Yorkshire.
For Debtors.

Gaoler, William Lundie; now Stephen Aclam. Salary, none. Fees, 4s. 1d.
No Table. Allowance, none. Itis a Publick House, and he pays Rent 251.
a year. Lord Yarborough holds a Court in it twice a year.

Prisoners, 1502, Aug. 25th, and 1809, Sept. 8th, None.

The Hall-Garth, in the Liberty of St. John of Beverley, is a Manor-Gaol, or
Couyrt-Baron, belonging to Lord Yarborough.

‘Over the Hall it has five rooms, 16 feet by 10; of which two have fire-places.
Some of them have brick, and the rest boarded floors. The custom has been for
Debtors to pay 1s. 3d. each per week, for a bed furnished by the Keeper. There are
said to be 113 towns, or parts of towns, that lie within the Liberty of St. John,
or Beverley Hall Garth. Its iron-grated windows give this building somewhat of

the appearance of a prison; but I was informed that no Debtors have been confined
* here for these twelve years.

G
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BEVERLEY. Town and Liberty Gaol.

Gaoler, Timothy Lundie, Serjeant at Mace. Salary, 14/. 4s.
Fees, for Debtors, 4s. 4d. Felons, none. Garnish, 1s.

Surgeon ; when one is wanted, he is sent by the Mayor.

Number of Prisoners, Debtors, Felons, &c. Deserter.
1802, Aug.25th,- - - - 0 - - - - § - - - - 0.
1809, Sept. 8th, - - - - 2 - - - - 0 - - - - 1

vAllowanee, none to DeBtors, unless certificated as Paupers ; and then they have
the same as Felons, 6d. a-day.

REMARKS.

For Debtors here are three rooms; one below, well furnished, for which the
Gaoler charges 2s. 6d. per week ; and a small one, where, if the Prisoner finds his
own bed, he pays 6d. a week. The third room is above stairs, where, at 1s. 3d. per
‘'week, the Keeper provides a bed. Here is one small court-yard for Prisoners of
all descriptions; with a work-shed in it, but no water. The Gaoler fetches it from
over the way. - :

A Table of Fees payable to the Attornies and Clerk of Court, and signed by the
Mayor, Recorder, and Aldermen, is hung up; and likewise a Table of the antient

Customs. ‘

Debtors are committed to this Prison by the Court of Requests, as well as those

- prosecuted by actions in the Court of King’s Bench, and in the Town Court.

" The Men and Women Felons have each a separate day-room up stairs. The
Women's sleeping-room adjoins to it: and they are all rendered very offensive, for
want of sewers ; a half-tub only being substituted for the purpose. .

Men Criminals sleep in two dirty cells below, of about four yards square; having
in each a privy badly ventilated, and only a small iron-grated window to each cell.

The town allows straw-in-ticking beds, with two blankets, and a rug. The

Felons’ employment is to pound tile-sherds, for which they receive 6d. per bushe].
Neither the Act for preservation of Health, nor the Clauses against Spirituous
Liquors are hung up. '
About ten years since, the Gaol was white-washed.
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BEVERLEY. House of Correction.

Keeper, George Plummer, now Samuel Shepherd. Salary, 84l.
Fees, two shillings from each Prisoner.

- Chaplain, Rev. Robert Rigly, lately appointed. Salary, 20l
Duty, Prayers.and Sermon every Friday, in the Old Court-House.

- Surgeon, Mr. Gill. No Salary; but makes a Bill.

~ Number of :Prisoners, ' Felon.. R Petty Offenders.
1808, Aug.25th, - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - 5

1809, Sept. 8th, . - - - - - 0 - - - - - - 3L

Allowarice, ' 6d. .a-('iay to each, in mon.e)r'.

REMARKS.

This Prison, which adjoins to the Town-Hall, has, on the ground-floor, four
sleeping-cells, of about 9 feet by 6, and a dark room used by the military for the
confinement of Deserters, &c. On the first story, four sleeping-cells, and on the
second story, three ditto, and a day-room, all of about the same size with those first
mentioned. Here is also a lobby, 28 feet long, and 7 feet wide, for the Prison-
ers occasionally to walk in.

Below are three cells for Vagrants, and a small court-yard with a sewer in it.
Also two work-rooms, one for Men, and the other for Women; with two small
rooms set apart for Infirmaries.

The East-Riding allows.straw, on plank bedsteads, and five chaldrons of coals
yearly. No water accessible to the Prisoners.

Their employment consists in spinning, picking oakum, and pounding of tile-
sherds : but, although so near Hull, it being difficult, or deemed so, to procure the
two last articles, I saw only one Woman at work, and she was spinning.

The Prisoners have half their earnings, if they exceed 1s. per week.

It were to be wished that the Magistrates would uot suffer a half-tub, or un-
covered pail, to be in each room, as it keeps them continually offensive; and
little occasion can be alledged, as a sewer is provided in the court-yard.

The Clauses against Spirituous Liquors were properly hung up; but not the
Act for preserving the Health of Przoners,—eo liable to m_]ury in neglected places
of confinement. :
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BEVERLEY. Yorkshire.
New Sessions IHouse and House of Correction.

REMARKS.

This Prison, for the East-Riding of the County of York, which was not inhabited
at my visit in Sept. 1809, stands a little way from the town, without the North Bar.
The ground, inclosed for the Court-House and Prison, is about two acres : a hand-
some iron palisade extends in front, with a gate of entrance at each end; and the
approach is by a curved carriage gravel-walk.

The portico in front is supported by four Ionic columns, 25 feet high, and the
ascent, by a flight of four steps, presents a noble appearance to the turnpike-road.
The right-wing in front, which is detached from the Court-House, has on the
ground-floor two rooms, each 17 feet by 11 feet 6; together with a bath for Men,
7 feet by 4, and another for Women, of the same size, with glazed windows to each.

Above are two infirmary rooms, of the like dimensions, with separate stair-cases ;
and behind are two courts, 16 feet by 13 each : These have iron-grates over them,
and there is a sewer in each. ’ o
- The ground-floor of the left-wing is the Turnkey’s lodge; with sleeping rooms
above: and a stable, cowhouse, and other offices, occupy the remainder.

The Prison itself is at the back of the front buildings; having the Keeper’s house
in the centre, and a wing on each side for the Prisoners. The ground-floor of the
right-wing contains two day-rooms, each 16 feet 10 inches by 14 feet 10; a fire-
place in both, with two grated and glazed windows, 3 feet square: Five sleeping-
cells 10 feet by 8, with arched roofs, grated windows, and an inside shutter with a
pane of glass in each of them; a cast-iron bedstead, with sides of wood, and a
covered sewer to each cell in one corner. The doors of the cells open into well
ventilated and flagged lobbies 4 feet wide ; and at the end of each is a washing-stand,
and water closet. The chamber-story is in all respects exactly similar; and the
Prisoners’ day-rooms belonging to this wing, open into two spacious flagged courts,
which have sewers at the upper-end. '

The left-wing is appropriated to Females: It has seven sleeping-cells and one
day-room on the ground-floor, with the like number above; and in other respects
corresponds exactly with the right-wing.

The Keeper's house is separated from the Prison by a flagged walk of 9 feet
wide; but his windows very judiciously command a view of the several court-yards.

At the back of the building there is a neat Chapel; to which the Prisoners ascend
‘by a stone stair-case on each side. A dwarf partition runs through the centre of

the area; and separates the sexes, who are seated on forms, and out of sight of each
other.
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Under the Chapel is a cooking kitchen, 18 feet by 15, with an oven and boilers,
&c.; a pantry; a store-room, 13 feet by 10 feet 8. A room for uniform clothing
of the Prisoners, of the same dimensions; and another room, with a stove in it to
purify their own clothes against infection. Also a yard 26 feet by 12, to dry linen.

Here is likewise another yard, which has a forcing pump, to throw water into a
large reservoir, which thus supplies the whole Prison with excellent spring water;
and another reservoir receives rain from the roof, for washing, &c.

The Keeper has a convenient garden for his own family use ; and another plot of
ground (at present a corn-field), is set apart and intended as a garden for the
Prisoners, of above an acre and a half.

BRADFORD. Yorkshire.
Gaoler, William Lee. Salary, 20l.

| Surgeon, if wanted, sent for from the town.
Number of Debtors, Oct. 19th, 1805, Two.

Allowance, 4d. a day, if petitioned for, at the discretion of the Commissioners.

REMARKS.

This Prison receives debtors from the Court of Requests for Halifax, Bradford, &c.
It is situate on an eminence, called the North Wing, and was first inhabited in
the year 1797. The Gaol stands on the left of the Keeper’s house; and consists of a
court-yard for men, of about 34 feet by 16, which has a sewer in it.

On the ground-floor are two rooms, about 20 feet square, with fire-places and
glazed-windows ; and above them is a room set apart for the sick, about 14 feet
square, accommodated in the same manner.

The women have a separate court-yaid, 23 feet by 17, with a sewer; also a
sleeping-room, 14 feet square, with fire-place and glazed window.

To all these rooms the Keeper furnishes beds, at 1s. per week each; but if the
Prisoner finds his own bed, he pays nothing. No fuel nor bedding is allowed by the
town ; nor any employment furnished. The Act for preservation of Health, and
the Clauses against Spirituous Liquors, are not hung up.
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’ ) 4' BIRMINGHAM. WMarwickshire.
: " The Town Gaol.

Gaoler, W'zllzamPayne Salary 42/. Fees, 2s. for serving a Warrant, 1s. for
- .each Summons, and 2s, on Discharge. For Prisoners, see Remarks.

Allowance, Twoperiny-worths of Bread, with a slice of Cheese, to each.

REMARKS.

This New Gaol was first inhabited in Septethber, 1806, and is situated in Moor-
Street, at the back of the Publick Office.

Here is only one court-yard for all descriptions of Prisoners, 59 feet by 30, en-
closed by a wall 26 feet high, on the top of which is a chevauzx de frise, for better
security against escape. Attached to it are two day-rooms, or kitchens, fourteen
feet square, which open into it ; one for Men, the other for Women, with a pump
of excellent water.

On the ground-floor are eight sleeping-cells, paved with flag stones; and on the
upper-story, eight others, strongly planked with oak. Each cell is 8 feet by 6, well
ventilated, and fitted up with an iron bedstead, a straw ‘mattress, and three rugs.

The Prisoners have fire in their day-rooms all through the year, and are provided
with every requisite for culinary purposes. Coals, bread, &c. paid for by the town.
The number of Prisoners must be very uncertain from the nature of the Gaol :
There are frequently twenty or more detained here at one time : To-day, perhaps,
fourteen or fifteen; and to-morrow, not one. It is not a place of punishment, but
a recess only for safe custody, till the Prisoners can be disposed of by a Magistrate.
There are no commitments to it of any description : It is no more, in fact, than a
lock-up house, provided and appropriated by the parish for the Constable’s use and
accommodation. The Magistrates have their Sittings three days in the week, and,
consequently, except in cases remanded for farther discussion, they may be con-
sidered as so many Gaol-deliveries. Of course no Employment is provided, as in
such a state of fluctuation no work can be regularly done.

No bath or oven is furnished, for the purifying of infected clothes; but every
thmg necessary for personal or prison cleanliness is allowed; as mops, brooms,
pails, &ec. &c

There is no partlcular weight here specified of the bread and cheese allowed ; but
twice a day the custom is, to send a slice of cheese with the sixth-part of a sixpenny-
loaf, to as many Prisoners as happen to be in the Gaol. This, however, as the size
of the loaf varies with the price of wheat, is a very irregnlar standard. and ought to
be adjusted accordingly. It is not found, indeed, that any one suffers; but, on
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‘'the contrary, much of the bread issued is generally left. Few, in fact, choose to take
the above allotment for their subsistence, but have meat and other things brought
in by their friends.

The Keeper of this Gaol. is not permitted to sell ale, like his predecessor in the
old one; nor to furnish any article of provisions for the Prisoners, as was the case
at that period. My full description of the “ Old Dungeon,” was given in the
Gentleman’s Magazine for February, 1807, p. 107, and is now happily rendered
useless for ever.

BIRMINGHAM. Warwickshire.
The Court Prison, for Debtors only.

Gaoler, Jokn Downes. No Salary; except what may arise from Fees, paid on
serving Warrants of Execution, or for the furnishing of Beds. See Remarks.

Surgeon, as wanted, is sent from the Work-hoﬁse.

1802, Nov. 5th, 1. 1803, Aug. 23d, 2.

Number of Debtors, {1805, Nov.1st, 2. 1810, Aug. 6th, 5.

Allowance, none whatever was granted at the time of my two first visits: But in
Nov. 1805, I was informed that poor Prisoners had a scanty dole of three-

pence per day from their respective parishes!

REMARKS.

“This wretched receptacle for Debtors, in Birmingham, is situate in Philip-street ;
and consists of a damp, dirty dungeon (of about 10 or 11 feet square) with a
descent by seven steps to receive Men and Women ; which has one sleeping-room
above it, about 12 feet square, with straw hid on the floor. These stand in a little
back court-yard, not quite 14 feet square, belonging to the Keeper's house ; where
are three other rooms, furnished with beds for those who can pay him two shillings
per week. The dungeon is occasionally used as a day-room, on acecount of its
vicinity to the court-yard; and I have been informed that frequently it has had
four, and at one time fifteen Prisoners in it.

In the year 1809, a large building, (formerly The Publick Oﬂice,) was converted
into a Court of Requests in this town, and adapted also as a better Prison for the
confinement of Debtors. Whoever suggested such an improvement was wise and
"merciful: Yet still the Men and Women Prisoners continue to associate together in
the day-time.
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: Above stairs are six sleeping-rooms, to which the town supplies straw-in-ticking
-beds and a rug gratis; or, if required, the Keeper furnishes bedsteads and beddmg,
as before mentxoned at two shxllmgs weekly.

No coals are here allowed ; nor is water accessible, but as it is brought by the
Keeper, together with other necessaries, when wanted by the Prisoners, for which
purpose there is a Bell, to inform him of it.

A Plaintiff, it seems, has here the option of taking out executlon either agamst
the body or goods of his Debtor, but not against both.
® Strange as it may appear, Debtors, in the Old Prison, were not allowed to work!
This almost singular circumstance is not let down to my comprehension; but it
seems cruel, inasmuch as their confinement may last forty days.

The Keeper told me, that were he to permit a Debtor to work, he should make
himself liable to pay both debt and costs. This reminds me of Mr. Howarp's
remark, “ That, when he visited this Court-Prison, in the year 1782, the Keeper
informed him he had been obliged to pay a Shoemaker’s debt, of fifteen or sixteen
shillings, and costs, for permitting him to finish a piece of work, which the Man
had begun before his confinement.”

It was well said by a Biographer of my revered Predecessor, that we may hope
his plans will terminate in such General Regulations, as to make judicial confine-
ment the means of amelioration in morals, and of acquiring habits of industry ;
whilst the few criminals, who may be too depraved for amendment, shall be com-
pelled to become beneficial by their labours ; and suffer nothing more, than that
restraint, which is so needful for society, and that exertion, which they ought never
to have abandoned.”

BIRMINGHAM. Marwickshire.
Aston Gaol, '

Keeper, Jemima Tart ; now William Daniel Brownell.
Salary, none. But the Keeper lives rent-free,

Surgeon, if wanted, sent from the parish.
1802, Nov. 5th, - - - None.

Number of Prisoners, { 1803, Aug. 24th, - - - 3 run-away Apprentices. -
1805, Nov.1st, - - - 3 Criminals.

Allowance, four-pence each per day, heretofore: But one shilling a day is now
ordered for the maintenance of every Prisoner, by the Overseers of the Poor.

REMARKS.

This Gaol which is also called Bordesley Prison, stands within the back-yard of
an ale-house. Perhaps it is not in the power of language to convey an idea of grosser
obscurity for a place of human confinement!
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& consists of two dark and damp dumgeons, sunk ten steps under-ground; to
which the descent is by a trap-door, level with the court-yard ; and each of them is
about 12 feet by 7; supplied with wooden bedsteads, straw, and a rug.

The only light or ventilation which the above gloomy dens can receive, is through
an iron-grated aperture, about 12 inches square, made in the doors, which open
into a narrow dark passage. Their brick floors, when I was here in 1802, were an
inch deep in water; but, luckily for humanity, at that time there were no Prisoners.
In truth, these dungeons, which might be numbered amongst the very worst in the
kingdom, were so unfit for the incarceration of any being that had life or sensibility,
that it astonishes and humbles mankind, to think they could ever have been assigned
to any fellow creature.

Over the dungeons are two rooms, which open into the court-yard and are each
about 19 feet square ; one used as a day-room, the other as a sleeping-room, furnished
with a wooden bedstead, straw and rugs, for petty offenders.

¢« At length,” (says a worthy and much-valued friend),  about the end of the
year 1808, one of the Church-wardens of the parish of Aston, juxta Birmingham,
called a parochial meeting, for the purpose of taking into consideration the propriety
of closing up the detestable dungeons of this Gaol, and of erecting suitable buildings
in their stead: Previous to which' he addressed a circular letter to the principal
Inbabitants, containing a representation of the lamentable state of the Prison.

“This preparatory step had the desired effect: Several Gentlemen examined
the dungeons, and were unanimous in declaring them unfit even for the confinement
of @ dog *.

“ At the parish-meeting an erder was made; and in the sammer of 1809, the
entrance to the dungeons was filled up ; a new day-room built, and three cells, or
bed-rooms, added in the upper-story.

¢ The above improvements took place in the old court-yard ; in addition to which
awother court has been enclosed, and a convenient day-room assigned for the recep-
tien of run-away apprentices, and other offenders of a minor class. Iron bedsteads,
with straw mattresses and rugs areé provided: and some very heavy irons, which
were fornerly used, ave now nailed up against the front of the day-room, in the old
ceurt-yard, in ferrorem only, as they are too securely fixed to be taken down, and
are strictly prohibited for the future.

* This done, the renovated Prison was opened in the week preceding the Royal
Jubilee, 25th Qetolser; 1809 ; on which festival, the workmen, together with the
prisoners, were regaled by the aforesaid Church-warden; who promises to make

* This general sentiment had a pointed meaning, and seems to have arisen in consequence of the
following fact. A Collector of Taxes having seized two pointers, under a Distress-Warrant, brought
them for secarity to this Prison of Aston, and desired Brownell to lodge them in one of the dungeons :
bint, on secing the deors opened, the Tax Gatlierer actually started buek with horror, and begged,  thav
“ some other place might be provided for the dogs, as they cettinly should aot be copfined these.”

H
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frequent visits to the Gaol, and, as far as he is able, to contribute to promoting the
proper comfort of its unfortunate inhabitants.”
Soft water was heretofore brought hither at a half-penny per pail, and hard water
 at twelve shillings a year.

R —

BLANDFORD. Dorsetshire. Town Gaol.
Keeper, the Sergeant at Mace. Salary, none. Allowance 6d. a-day.
1803, Oct. 22d, no Prisonerg.

This Prison consists of two rooms, called the Quter and the Inner Gaol. Pri-
soners are confined in the Quter Gaol during the day-time, when they beg charity,
see and converse with people in the street ; and at night are shut up in the Inner
Gaol. Straw on the floor. Both rooms dirty and offensive. No court; no water.
Formerly Debtors were sent hither by the Court of Requests.

BRIDGEWATER. Somersetshire.
The Town Gaol.

Gaoler, Samuel Brevitt, now Samuel Slocomb: He is a Sergeant at Mace.
Salary, none. Fees, both Debtors and Felons, 3s. 44.

No of Prisoners, 1803, Qct. 5th, Debtors, none. Felons and Petty Offenders, One.
1806, Sept. 2d, - - none. - = = = = = - - One.

Allowance to Debtors, none. Felons and other Criminal Prisoners, fourpence
half-penny, or sixpence per day, as bread is cheap or dear.

This Gaol is within the Cross-Keys Publick-House, situate near the bridge : The
entrance down a long passage, over which are the Council-Chamber and Sessions-
House. It consists of one room for Men, about 15 feet square, with two iron-grated
windows, and straw for sleeping on the floor. Here is also another room for Women,
nearly of the same size, with a fire-place and boarded floor; and a third, with a fire-.
place, is used as a workshop. ,

Up-stairs are three rooms; in one of which there are five beds, furnished by the
 Keeper, at 1s. or 1s. 6d. per week, if two sleep together; or at 2s. per week for.

each single bed.

No Debtors are sent hither, but by process issuing out of the Borough Court, and
then commitable for sums to any amount. :

Here is one very small court-yard, with a sewer in it, a pump, and a pig-sty..
Water is brought to the Prisoners as they want it. The straw for beddmg is changed.
once a fortnight. No Rules and Orders. '
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BODMIN. Cornwall.
The County Gaol, and Bridewell.

Gaoler, James Chapple.

Salary, 30l. with Fees as per Table; and if both together do not amount to
100/. the County makes good the deficiency. Also Coals for his own. use,
The two Turnkeys under him have 25/. each per annum, paid them by the
County, and Fuel likewise is allowed them.

Fees, see Table. The Under-Sheriff does not claim any Fee for his Liberate.

Garnish, abolished.

Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Morgan, now Rev. Mr. Plummer. Duty, Prayers and Ser-
mon every Sunday. Salary, 50l

Surgeon, Mr. Hamley. Salary, 30l. for Debtors, Felons, and Bridewell Prisoners.

Number of Prisoners, Debtors, Felons, &c. Bridewell.
1801, Nov.8d, - - - 14 - - - 21 - - = - 40
1803, Oct. 10th, - - 12 - - - 1§ - - - - 20
1806, Sept. goth, - - - 8 - - - 13 - - - - 22
1807, Feb. 17th, - - 14 =~ - - 13§ - - - - 20
1810, Nov. 10th, - -1 - - - 8 - - - - 10

Allowance. To poor Debtors, who petition the Magistrates, one pound eleven
ounces of bread per day each, made of wheat and barley meal, in equal pro-
portions ; and when employed, they have the whole of their earnings.

Men Felons, who are not permitted to work, for fear of escapes, have
sixpence a day. Those for smaller offences, and the Bridewell Prisoners
receive half their earnings, in addition to the County allowance of bread.
Convicts under sentence of Transportation, have the County allowance of
bread, and one shilling in money. Every Prisoner, on Sunday, has half
a pound of beef ; and coals are furnished for the whole Prison. Debtors on
the Master’s side have no Allowance,

REMARKS.

This County Gaol, which is also the Bridewell, stands on a fine eminence, at a
small distance from the town of Bodmin. It fronts the South; and the steepness of
the ground appears to be of peculiar advantage in many points, by placing the several
buildings one above another, and thereby giving to each a full sun, and fresh air. A
copious stream of excellent water is brought in above the Gaoler’s house, and distri-
buted through every ward, for supplying the baths, with other useful purposes; and
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is then, ultimately, and with great propriety, carried off through the sewers ; which,
being thus judiciously placed and circumstanced, are never offensive.

The Prison was first inhabited in June, 1779. Its boundary-wall encloses an area
of 180 feet by 145. The Turnkey's lodge is in front; and has two reoms below,
and two above stairs. '

The court-yard of entrance is 30 feet by 15. In the approach to the Gaoler’s
house the several court-yards are on different Jevels.

On the right, is the Men Bridewell Court, 62 feet by 47; on the left, that for
the Men Felons, of the same size; and to each of them belongs a day-room
47 feet by 14, under arcades, with a bath, and a boiler for warm water to each.

Ascending up four steps is another court-yard, 50 feet by 30, with a work-shop in
it for vagrants, and a day-room of 40 feet by 16. From this court, the mext ascent
is by fifteen steps, to the court in front of the Gaoler'’s house, which is 30 feet
square, with doors opening into four other court-yards. Of these, that on the right-
hand is for Bridewell Women ; that on the left, for Female Felons ; both are 62 feet
by 20, with day-rooms 47 feet by 14,and arches for shelter and exercise in wet weather.

Higher up still, on the right-hand, is_the Infirmary Court, of 54 feet by 20;
adjoining to which is a passage 3 feet 6 inches wide, with three iron-grated windows.
Into this passage open the three Condemned Cells, each of them 10 feet by 8, and
9 feet high to the crown of the arch: The floors are of brick, and they have each
loose straw, two blankets, and a rug to sleep on. Close to the Infirmary Court, and
near the Condemned Cells, there are in all four mﬁrmary rooms, with the Surgeon s
shop, or examining room, adjacent.

Opposite to the Infirmary court-yard is ‘another of the same size, for poor, or
Common-side Debtors, with arcades, 24 feet by 14, and two day-rooms, one of them
30 feet by 14, the other, 20 feet by 12. Each having a ﬁxve-place, with an oven,
benches and stools to sit on, cupboards, and other conveniencies for frugal ‘cookery.
Here are also six sleeping-rooms, 10 feet by 7, and 8 feet 9 inches high; each cal-
culated to accommodate two debfors, and for which, those on the Common Side
pay 9d. per week, or 1s. 6d. for a single bed. '

In short, the Magistrates have here established a lasting monument of their
humanity, by displaying a very liberal attentien, both to the health and morals of
the Prisoners.

The Gaoler’s house, placed in the centre of the Prison, has a turret, with an alarm-
bell and clock. For the Master's Side Debtors are set apart four good rooms,
well furnished, at 2s. 6d. each single bed per week, or if two sleep together, 1s. 3d.
each; butif a Debtor brings his own bed, 1s. 3d. per week for the room. They
have likewise the indulgence of a very neat semicircular garden, 160 feet by 8o,
lying on the North side of the house; in which, not only they, but the con-
valescent criminals also, occusionally take the air at proper times.
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The Chapel, 30 feet by 20, is within the centre building. The Criminal Pri-
soners are seated below, the Women are placed out of sight of the Men, and a pew is
appropriated to Convicts under sentence of death, The Debtors, and the Gaoler's
family severally occupy the galleries. All are required to attend Divine service :
Their behavionr, at my several visits, was orderly and devout, so as to answer the
idea of a House of Prayer, and the duty was impressively performed by the worthy
Chaptain.

1 well remember, that in October, 1803, the Psalm read for the day happened
singularly to be the LXXIXth. The three poor Men-convicts, then under sentence
of death, were present, and appeared very sensibly affected by that pathetick ejacu-
lation in the concluding part of the 12th verse; ¢ Preserve thou these that are
appointed to die” It was not a Psalm specially selected for the solemn occasion ;
but it was rendered, therefore, the more striking. By the way, it might be exceed-
ingly useful to have selections, for times like the above; and many of the Psalms
are peculiarly suitable and appropriate.

In this Gaol, the humane, active, and intelligent Keeper furnishes employment
for all those Prisoners who are willing to work : And, indeed, all criminals here,
who receive the County Allowance, as well as those committed for hard labour,
must work, in order to have it, if well in health, and able so to do. The Women
card and spin wool, or make, mend, and wash the other prisoners’ clothes and
bedding. The Men are chiefly employed in sawing timber, for which a double
saw-pit is provided ; or in sawing and polishing head-stones for church-yards; or
else in weaving at the looms, which are also ready prepared. This the Gaoler
takes charge of, and lays in the materials for labour; at his own risk of sale, when
the work is done. By these means many, under his care, have been enabled to send
a comfortable relief to theuj_ families ; and others, from the exercisé of talent, and
acquiring habits of activity, have, in @ prison, created to. themselves a new resource
for their industry, when discharged from it. In proof of this, and to the honour
of the Keeper, I was informed, that one Prisoner, sometime after being discharged
from hence, declared, « that the day of his commitment was the most fortunate of
his life, as ke had learnt here the trade of a sawyer, by which he could earn two
guineas a-week.” Such may be the happy effect of diligence in a Gaol: and, sen-
sible of such effects, the Magistrates very judiciously allow to Mr. Chapple that
portion (a fourtli-part) of nett earnings from the labour of the Prisoners, which for-
merly was paid to the County.

If a Debtor works here, he has the whole of what he earns. to himself. Those
Criminals that are employed in preparing timber and stone, have one-half of their
earnings, beside the County Allowance : and the Women bave the same, who are
occupied in epinning and carding of wool.
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" ‘The various rooms and court-yards of this Gaol, are (with some exceptions,
which I shall presently notice,) kept distinct and separate for each class and sex of
offenders. Every such Prisoner has a separate lodging-room, of about 8 feet 4 inches
by 5 feet 4, and 9 feet 8 inches high; furnished with a wooden bedstead, straw-
bed, two blankets, and a coverlet. In each court-yard there is a stone-trough, with
a pipe and cock, to supply each ward constantly with water.

Closely adjoining to three of the day-rooms, are baths and boilers, with ovens for
purifying the clothes of those who are newly admitted. When a Prisoner is brought
into custedy, the Surgeon is sent for to examine him. If found unwell, medicines
are sent him; if ragged and dirty, he is stripped, washed in the bath, and the
County clothing substituted for his own.

The Men’s Gaol is two stories high, and contains eight cells on each floor, divided
from the court by a passage of 4 feet 6 inches wide. Their Bridewell is the same.
The Women’s Gaol and Bridewell are one story high, each of them containing
seven cells, divided by a lobby, or passage, the same as for the Men. Here is also a
large work-room, with several looms for weaving; and a court-yard to work in,
of 138 feet by 96.

A TasLE of Fees and RaTEs,

Approved by the Justices, and confirmed by the Judges of Assize, the 85th of
March 1789, is printed, and stuck up in various parts of the Prison.

From DEBTORS. FIRST CLASS. £ s d
Every Debtor voluntarily going into the Master’s Ward, to pay the
Keeperatentrance - - « - « « - - -« -« <« - - - 0 3 4
Tothe Turnkeys - < -« - < -« - < - - o« o o =« - 01 6
To the Keeper at Discharge - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 6 8
To the Turnkeys - - - - -« - - <« - < - - - - - 0 2 6
Every Debtor lodging in the Master’s House, a Bed to himself, per Week 0 2 6
Two such DebtorsinaBed,each - - - - - - - - - « 0 1 3

Every Debtor in the Master's house bringing his own bed, for lodg-

ing-room - -~ - = - < - - < 2 . e « - - -« - 01 8
SECOND CLASS.

Every Debtor, lodged over the Arcades, to the Keeper at entrance - 0 2 6
To Turnkeys - - - - « « -« =« - <« « &« . - - -« 01 O
To Keeper at discharge - - - - - - -« <« < < < - . 0 5 0@
To Turnkeys - - - - =« < o = = =« < < - - = - 0 2 0
Every such Debtor over the Arcades lodged in the Keeper's bed and

room to himself, perweek - - « - - - - - < - - . 01 6

Two such Debtors in a bed, each perweek - - - - .- - - - 0 0

©
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Common Debtors having only straw, mattress, or their own bed, to £. s. d.
Keeperatdischarge - - - - < - . . . . . . . o0 6 0
ToTnmkeys----------.--‘----020
DEBTORS in general.
For signing every Certificate to obtain a Supersedeas, or Rule or
OrderofCourt----~----------013

For Copy of Sheriff’s Warrant, if demanded - - - . . . _ o 1 o
For registering any Declaration against a Prisoner - - - - - . o 1 o
For Discharge of every Debtor, on Composition, or by an Act of Insol-

vency, or for want of Prosecution (of which two shillings and Sfive-

pence is to be the Turnkey’s Fee) except where it is otherwise

directed by Statute - - - - - - . . . . _ _ - - 012 5
Fee from every such Debtor, charged with more Actions than one, not

exceeding five, of which fen-pence is to be the Turnkey’s Feeoneach 0 6 o

From FELONs. ,
For every Felon acquitted and discharged - - - - - . _ . o3 4
For every Person bailed out or discharged, for which the Fee is not paid
by theCounty - - - - . . . - . . . . _ _ _ o3
For every Convict discharged - - - - - - . . _ _ . g3 4

»

From Persons committed to Bridewell.
For every Person discharged from Bridewell - - - . . . . 013 4

ErrpHANY SessioNs, held at Lostwithiel the 15th January, 1789, for the County of Cornwall,
the above List of Fees was produced, examined, and approved of by us, his Majesty’s Jus-

tices of the Peace for the said County, .
We, the Judges of Assize on the Western Circuit, THOMAS GRAHAM,
have perused and examined the above List of Fees, JoHN CoRryYTON.
and do approve and confirm the same. Dated 25th H. HAWKINS TREMAYNE,
March, 1789, o W. H. AsHHURST.
' F. BULLER,

In the important discharge of his duty, the Surgeon is very attentive and humane,
The Prison is frequently visited by the Magistrates, and kept very clean. All
the apartments are white-washed twice a-year, and the sleepingcells four times
a year. The floors of the day-rooms and cells are washed once a-week in winter,
twice in summer, and swept out every day.

€3~ It is worthy of especial remark, that out of 3877 Prisoners, there happened
but fifteen deaths in the space of twenty-seven years :—strong proofs not only of

the healthy situation of this Gaol, but of that good government also, which assidu--
ously keeps it such.
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And yet, like sa many others, it has, i some instances, its inconvemienees, or
defects. There is still wanting a distinct-court-yard for Cenviets; whe, too often,
remain a long time here after sentence; and shonld certainly be separated from such
Prisoners as are committed for trial. Another court-yard also is essentially desir-
able, in order to preserve a proper separation betwixt young beginners in vice, and
such old offenders, as are both hackneyed and hardened in the practice of every
enormity. But—I] speak not to. deaf ears.

From the 4th of Oct. 1803, to the 5th- of Oct. 1803, the nember of Prisoners
committed to the Bridewell was 85. Their earnings during that period amounted
to 117/, 8s. od. of which sum the working Prisoners received one-half; the Keeper
one-quarter; and the remainder was paid into the County stock.

STATEMENT of Prisoners in general, from January, 1780, to February 17th, 1807,

-received here during the course of 27 years, from the Gaol and Bridewell’s being first

inhabited:
Gaol. Bridewell. Debtors. Totals,

Commitments, - - - 1258 - - 1846 - - - 773 - - - 3877
Deaths - - - - - 2 -« 5 - -« 8 -« - 15

Prisoners are always discharged from hence in a morning ; and, ¥ necessitous,
money is given them, according to their respective distance from home.

R ——

@3 Whenever, to benefit the living, we honour the deed, it becomes: no less a
pleasing than a bounden duty. I cannot here omit this last opportunity of paying a
tribute of great respect to the memory of my learned friend, Dr. HaLL, the much
lamented Physician of Bodmin. At my first visit to the Prison, I found this excel-
lent Man visiting, and gratuitously prescribing for the sick, which I was informed
had been his constant practice. Its singularity inspired me with the highest vene-
ration. I had seldom, nay hardly ever, seen an instance of the kind during my
walk through our Gaols, in any place, except. the Metropolis: It was exemplary,
and worthy of a more: extensive imitation; and with Dr. Hall it eontinued until
September, 1806, when a fatal accident deprived.society of one of. its mest weefuld
wmembers, : )
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THE BOROUGH COMPTER.
Southwark in Surrey..
" Keeper, Sir Watkin Lewes, Knight, Bailiff of the B'ordugh; appointed by the-
Lord Mayor of London, and Court of Aldermen. ,
Deputy, John Frost ; afterwards, Jokn Bullevant ; now John Law..

Salary, none.. Fees, for Felons, see the Table.
¢ Garnish, two Shillings,” painted on the Prison-Doors..

. Surgeon, none; nor medical assistance in case of sickness.

: Number of Debtors ; and also of their Wives and quant Children,. hnmanely
and ‘necessarily in the Prison with them...

Debtors, o Wives. Infant Chxldmn.

f%ol',Sept.uth, Y T T R .

" 1802, Feb.gth, - - = <« = 5 - = = = 0 - - - - 1 ‘

" 1803, Jan.2d. - - - - - 8 - - - @ - - - .- 4 |
1804, Dec. 8th, - - - = - 8 - -« - - 0 - - - - 3
1805, Dec.10th, ~ - - = - 5§ - - -« - @ - - - - 3
1806; Marchi @8th, - - - - 5 - = - - 8 - - - - g
1807,0ct.2d, - - - - - 6 - - - - 0 - - - - 3
" 1808, Mayesd, - - - - - 8 - - - - 0 - - - - 4
" 1809, Nov. 14th, - -~ - - = g - - - = 0 - - - - 4
1810,June21st, - = === 6 - - - - 2 - - - - 4

_ Allowance,. To-each Debtor; a twopenmy loaf per day *, from thie Clty ; and every-
eight. weeks, sixty-five penny loaves, from Mu. Margaret Symcott’s Gift;
more properly known as-« Eleanor Gwynn's.Legacy ;" a- memorial whereof
is fixed up in this Prison. Also twenty. Shillings at every Christmas, from:

~ the Archbishop of Canterbury..

BEMARKS..

The Borough Compter, vulgarly called. « The Clink,” is under- the Jurisdiction:
of the Bailiff of Southwark, controulable, Lowever, by the City of London; and'
extends its influence over five-Parishes. But, in August, 1806, the powers of the-
Court were still farther-extended ‘to- Norwood about seven miles distant; tbenum- |

" % The weight of this losf, on the 10th of March, 1801, was siz ounces. In August, 1783, the two~
penny loaf weighed twenty-one ounces. The allowance of bread, every where, and at all times, should
be in weight, and never according to its casual value in money; because of the &equent variation qf~

#rice in an article of such: mpom\ntcomquence :
L
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ber of commitments thereby increased in more than a triple degree. For the six
years preceding, the annual average had been 152; but no sooner was the J urisdiction
enlarged, than the number of the committed in the first year increased to 549. The
following is an exact List of Commitments hither, from 1801 to 1806, inclusive:
In1801,—180. In 1802,—160. In 1803,—170. In 1804,—125. In 1805,—
131. And in 1806,—147.

Debtors have here one small court-yard, about 19 feet square. On the ground-
floor, on the noht-hand is the Women’s day and sleeping-room, of 24 feet by 9 feet
6 inches. On the left hand is another, intended for Men, 41 feet by 10:, But the
floor of this room being only of earth, or mud, and unfit to sleep on, no use has been

-made of it for many years; so that the Men and Women associate promiscuously
together in the Women's apartments, during the day-time.

. Above stairs are two rooms, of the same size as the former, and in pretty good
repair. All these rooms have fire-places; but no coals are allowed; no kettles
or saucepané to cook provisions; no mops, brooms or pails to keep the Gaol cl
no bedsteads, ’beddm'g, nor even straw to lie upon! Hence, the Debtors are obli
every night to sleep in their clothes upon the boards, than which the very streets
can hardly be more filthily dlrty

All who are arrested by process issuing out of the ‘Borough Court, are sent to
this miserablé Prison ; and in the house there are rooms, of about 8 feet square, for
such as can pay snxpence per night for a bed.

The extreme distress and wretchedness which I had often witnessed in this place,
yarticularly in the years 1801, 1802, 1803, and 1804, induced me, at length, to
address the Lord quor by letter, of which the subjoined is a transcript:

‘MY LORD, Cbelsea, 11th December, 1804.

« J bee pardon for the liberty I take in addressing myyself to your Lordship; but,
when the importarce of' the sabject, and the object it has iu view, are eonsidered,
they will, I trust, plead exeunse.. h s now more them three years since I made my
fiast report to the Lovd Mayor and Court of Aldermen, on the state of the Borough
Compter. A Committee was appointed to inspect it. The windows were repaired
and glazed : it was white-washed, and swept. This being all the improvement it
has received, permit me to trespass on your Lordship's patlence, and that of tbe
Honourable Court, whilst } describe its present state.

- ¢ Sir Watkin Lewer, as Bailifl of the Borough, is, I presume the Keeper. His
Depg.t,y, John Ballevant, has nosalary. This Prison extends its jurisdiction over
gve pavishes.. Men and Women Debtors have ene small court-yard, sbout
19 feet square, and they appear to me at all times to associate together. They have
aothing but the dirty boards to sleep upon. No bedding, nor even straw allowed,

No ﬁre, even in this cold and damp season. No medical assistance in sickness.
No religious attentions whatever. The few remaining boards in the Men-Debtors
room, (mentioned in my former report) are now taken away, as are the joists on
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which they were taid. The room is useless; the floor is earth. Neither mops,
brooms, or pails are allowed to keep the Prison clean. Soap and towels are not
afforded to the Prisoner; so that a man may, for a debt of one guinea, remain in
this wretched place forty days, without once taking off his clothes, or washing his
hands and-face. ! '

¢ Permit me now, my Lord, to submit to your consideration the Allowance to
this Prison. It is a two-penny loaf per day; weight 10th March, 1801, sir ounces!
and 7th DPecember, 1804, eight ounces. This scanty provision, without any nutri-
tious fiquor, only water, is not sufficient to support the cravings of nature; and the
Prisoner at his discharge may be fit for an_hospital, but he cannot be fit for labour.
" Fhe County of Middlesex allows to Prisoners of this description, in Cold Bath
Fields, a loaf of bread of one pound weight every day, a pint of gruel every morn-
ing, a quart of broth made of rice and oatmeal for dinner, and every other day six
ounces of meat for dinner, instead of broth. They have a common room, with a
fire-place, and a peck of coals per day; a sleeping-cell 7 feet by 5%, with plank
bedsteads, straw-in-ticking beds, a blanket, and a rug. What a contrast! what
shall I say to a system still continued, though respectfully submitted to the Court
meore than three years ago? Fam informed there has been no resident Alderman
in this ward for many years, which may in some measure account for the totaf
neglect of this miserable place. ‘The 65 penny loaves every eight weeks (from Mrs.
Symcott’s gift) might, if distributed at proper periods, according to the number of
debtors, be of real service; but they are sent all at one time; and the late Keeper
informed me, when there was only one debtor, he had the whole, and sold them.

“ No inquiry ever appears to be made about the state of this prison, and there
being no resident Magistrate; the cries of the miserable never reach that Court,
where distress seldom supplicates in vain. The annual donation of 20s. by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, is- distributed in the same inconsiderate manner as the:
bread. Liberality, Benevolence, and Humanity, are the characteristics of the City,
and on all public oceasions she extends them in a manner worthy the first city in the
world. The Gaols of Newgate, Ludgate, Giltspur-street, and Poultry, are ample
partakers of its bounty, whilst the miserable one I have been describing, situate
in Surrey, has no claim to the provision made by that liberal County. Forgot by
the City ; out of reach of being heard ; it seems a wretched cast-off; and may be
numbered among the worst prisons in the Kingdom. At my visits the 7th and Sth!
of this month (Dec. 1804) the number of Prisoners, eight; viz. six’ Men, two
Women ; their condition ragged and dirty, starving, and (except one) without
employ. In this extremity 2s. garnish is exacted from every new comer. That
this picture is net over-charged, 1 am ready to prove; and will attend the Court of
Aldermen aay time they please to appoint, to interrogate the Keeper as to facts..
Mr. Alderman Coinbe, when Lord Mayor, honoured my remarks on the Poultry
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Compter with the most prompt and effectual relief; and I humbly hope, my Lord,
for a like exertion of your high authority, and for the exercise of a like compassion
towards the unhappy objects of it. I have the honour to be, with great respect, my
Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient and faithful humble servant, -

“ To the Right Honourable ' James Nmwp.” -
Pcter Perchard, Esq. Lord Mayor.” C :

. To the above letter I had not the honour of receiving any answer.

Benevolenoe, however, occasionally, though very rarely, has sometimes found nts
way to these dreary walls. At Easter, 1804, two legs and two shins of beef were
sent. On the 15th of March, 1805, there were three Men and one Woman Prisoners:
the Woman was extremely ill of a bloody flux, and the poor Men had raised eighteen
pence amongst them, and bought a truss of straw, of which they bhad given their
sick associate a large portion. This act of sympathy pleased me much: The Deputy-
Keeper too had lent her an old blanket, and humanely: permitted her to come inta
his house,, during the day ; by which meum, and with some other charitable assist-
ance, she recovered. -

. On the 9th December, 1805, two legs and two shins of beef were sent, thenumber
Qf Prisoners being four ; and also, the same year, two pair of blankets, and two rugs.
On the 25th March, 1806, were sent three legs of beef, the number of Prisoners
at that time eleven. At my visit on the 28th, I found here five Men-Debtors, who .
had with them in the Prison three wives and nine children: some humane gentleman;
had sent them eight small flock beds, and he likewise in the same year liberated
eight Prisoners. On the 28th May, 1806, there were seven Debtors, who had with
t.hem in prison five infant children. .

For Felons and other criminal Prisoners here is a court-yard, of 16 feet by 11,
with a sewer and pump in it, separated from that of the Debtors by a brick-wall.
Their day-apartment, called the Stone Room; is 17 feet by 12, and has a fire-place,
but no coals are allowed them. Vagrants sleep below, in two cells; one of tbem

10 feet by 7, the other 9 feet 6 inches by 7 feet. .

Felons, &c. have also four sleeping-cells above stairs, the average size of which is
10 feet by 7. 'They all sleep on the bare boarded floors: No bedding, nor even
straw is allowed. Prisoners of this description are now sent hither for a night or
two only, until fully committed for trial. 1 have not met with eny here at my
different visits.

. Within the house is hung up the following

. “TaBLE oF FEEs
¢ To be taken by the Keeper of the Boroucn ComPTER.

4 For the admission of every Pnsoner, for felony, trespass, or other £. s. d.
misdemeanor « =« = = - =« =« « o « e = -~ « - = 011 &
‘Fosevery night'slodging - - - - - - - - - - - - - 00 6

>



. &

IN ENGLAND, SCOTPLAND, AND WALES. P 11}
d.
o i o..

r  'To the Turnkey, for the admission of every such Prisoner - - -

For every person braught by any Peace Officer for safe custody, until

hearing can be bad before a Magistrate - - - - - - - - 0 2 0

¢ And, for the better information of such Prisoners, the Court doth further order and direct,

That a Table of the said Fees be fixed up in the most conspicuous part of the said Prison,
for the perusal and inspection of the said Prisoners, and others resorting to the said Gaol.
¢ By the Court, Man.”

I cannot speak mth precmon as to the number of those Plaintiffs who have
received debt and costs, in consequence of the imprisonment of their Debtors in this:
Borough Compter; because the late Deputy-Keeper died before I had finished my
extracts, and Sir Watkin had sent for the books: But Jeremiah Beavis, a former
Deputy-Keeper, in his evidence before a Committee of the Lords, in 1791, sdys,
< that where one pays the debt, twenty are discharged after staym« out their time.”
And I have no reason to believe it is otherwise now. .

The Act and Clauses are here conspicuously hung up.

snom: ACCOUNT L
- orTHR. . . A cl
- Ancient Instirution o Counts or Coxscnm:cz, L

Within the Metropohs and its Vicinity ; and of their much improved Condmon;
as effected by the Socrm for Rzm-:r of SuaLL DeBroBs. .

Courts oF CONSCIENCE, anciently denominated Courts of R uest had their
origin in 1518 (the 9th of Henry VIII); when the Common Councll of the City of
London issued an Act for the Recovery of Debts under Forty Shillings due to
Citizens, by a Court to be called a Court of Conscience, and to be held in Guildhall :
and those debtors who failed to obey the award of that Court were to be imprisoned
in one of the City Compters, until they complied with such award ; even though it
were durante vitd. In 1605 (the 3d yesr of James.]1.) the powers of the Court so
formed in 1518 by the Common Council of London, were estabhshed by . Act of
of Parliament.

In 1750, Alderman Dickenson brought in a Bill for extendmg similar powers to
the whole County of Middlesex; but with "this dlﬁ'erenoe, that all persons refusmg
to submit to the decision or award of the Court, were rendered liable to imprisone
ment, in Newgate, for three calendar months, which cancelled the debt.

Thus it seems evident, that different degrees of punishment were inflicted for ane
and the same offence, contrary to true policy, Justice, and common sense ; as will
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appear by stating the various expences and fees thit were incuired to recaver a
- debt from one shilling ¥ up to forty shllhngs and which were nearly the same in
all the Courts of Conscience:

8. dy s
For three Summonses - - - 3 o
TheOrder - - - - - - 2 2
The Hearing - - - - - 1 3
The Execution - - - -~ @ @
TheOfficer ~ ~ -~ - - 1 0 )
8§ 11,

On this original doeument are formed the following statements ; viz.
At the City Compters, i Hood Sireet and the Powdiry.
Debt of one shilling - - T B ¥
Expences to recover it as abeve - - 81
Fees exacted by the Gaoler whéncleared - 15 8 £ s d.

-_— 1 5 7

whic;h the debtor must pay, or be imprisoned for /ife, with felons.

At the Borough Compter, Southwark.
Debt, as above - - - - - 1 o
Expences, ditta - - - - 8w
Fees exacted by the Gaoler whencleared - 7 o
— 016 11
which the Debtor must discharge, or incur imprisonment for life, with felons,
a At Newgate, the €ounty Gaol,
Debt - - «« <« - - <. 10
Expences - - - - - - 8 11
Fees exacted by the Gaolcx when cleared - 8 10
— ©018 9o
which the debtor must pay, or be imprisoned with felons, for tiree calendar months.
At Clerkenwell.
Debt - - - -~ - - - r o
Expences - - - - - - 8 11
< Fees exacted by the Gaoler when eleated - 3 0

) ~— 2 l4 I}
which the debtor must pay, or be imprisoned with felons forty days.

A Tothill Fields.

Debt - - - - -, - - L o
Expences - . - - - - 811
Fees cxacted by the Gaoler when cleared - = 5 o

_ —— O I4 11
which the debtor iust pay, or be forty days imprisoned with felons.

* Sce my Remark on ¢ Thomas Dobson,” under the articde NEWGATE.
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©3* Such once was the legully-sanctioned, the severe, and miserable lot of these
poor, unthinking, and unfortunate classes of mankind, at the titne of the institution
of our Sociery: Nor was it till near fourteen years after its auspicious establish-
ment, that their repeated applications were so attended to, as to effect a total change
in the horrid system. At length, however, Truth and Humanity prevailed. The
exactions before specified were published by order of the Society in February 1785;
and in the same year an Act of the legislature passed « for redicing the Time for Im-
« prisonment of Debtors committed to Prison upon Prosecutions in Courts of Con-
« science in London, Middlesex; and the Borough of Seuthwark, to the same’
“ Periods in each Court ; and for abolishing Fees paid by those Debtors to GaoLERs,
“ or others, on account of such Imprisonment.” The happy result has been, that
all Fees to Gaolers on'these petty and injurious presecutions are every where abo-
lished; expences are reduced ; the term of imprisonment is restricted (as hereafter
mentioned); and in thost of our County Gaols, throughout the kirigdom, e due
separation is observed betwixt unhappy debtors and the most flagitiotis offénders.

The petfect completion of so salutary a reform cannot faif to excite the just hope
and warm expectation of every feeling heart. Particular care ought to be taken,
that Debtors of the kind here specified, should never be suffered fo mir with Cri-
minals: but in my various tours of visitation to the Houses of Correction, and
Bridewells, in places remote from the metropolis, I have btit too 6ftent found theit”
associated with Felons, and other offendérs of the worst deseription; who, Both
by instruction and example frequently nrske them 4s abandoned as themselves;
nay, and even extinguish every spark of modesty in the fertiales, by daily hubies of
intimacy with the lewdest of their sex.

Another consideration, of much importance, demands also the peculiar attertion-
of every conscientious Magistrate,. Whilst the law ordaius Imptisstiinent, there
ought to be a County Allowance of food, and of Bedding for every indigent and
friendless Prisoner: instead of which, I-have sometimes found debtors, who have in
prison become indebted to felons for their food ; and, in some instances, have pain-
fully witnessed, that when liberated from a gaol, they waere fitter for an hospital than
for labour.

In August 1806, an Act passed, extendmg the limits of jurisdiction beyond thc'
parishes to which I there alluded, and enlarging the powers of the Commissiotiers,
by the style atd title of « The Court of Requests for the Town and Borough of
Southwark, and Eastern Half of the Hundred of Brizton, in the County of Surry:”
Three Commissioners to have jurisdiction over debts not exceeding Forty shillirigs ;-
and five over debts fot exceeding Five pounds.

By the above Statute it was enacted, That the several FEes and sums of money
following, and no other, should be taken by the Bailiff, Clerks, and Officers of the
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said Court of Requests, for their .respective services in the execution of the Statutes
22d and 32d of King George II. instead of dxefeeshmxted and expressed in thc
former of these two. Acts ; viz. .

3
&

-',N'tos:qtopphq‘mmm e wR| 83

On' Debts mot
exceeding 40s.

To the BAILIFF.

FmeverySummons- T T T A Y P
For every Summons for the Attendance of not more than two}
"Witnesses - = - = - - - - - < - -

For every Hearing on Trial - - - - ~ - -,
For every-Order, Decree, or Judgment, on Hearing -
For paying Money into Court - e = e - A
For every Attachment - - - - . .-
Forevery Execution - - - - . - ..
For every Nonsuit - - -. - - - -
For receiving Money out of Court, in part i
Por receiving Money out of Court, in fall
For exery Search in the Books - - -~ A..
For swearing every Witness - - -

For ca.lhng the Defendant beforethe Conrt
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To the CmKS.

FbrcverySnmmons-"- - - - - d - .
Yor every Summons for the Attendance of not:more-than t
Witnesses - - -« - - « - < . . -
For every Hearing on Trial - - = - - . . =
For every Order, Decree, or Judgment, on Hearmg
For paying Money into Court - - - -
or every Atmachment - - - - < -
For every Execution - - - - - -
Forevery Nonsuit - = « - - - - o
For receiving Money out of Court,,in part
For receiving Money out of Court, in full
For every Search in the Books - - - -
For swedring every Witness - - - -
l"or calling the Defendant before the Court
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- To the OFFICERS.

For serving every Summons on Defendant, or Witness
For serving Notice of Attachment on Defendant - -
For giving Notice of such Service to the Plaintiff «
For levying Executiops on Debts not exceeding 15s.
Above 15s. and not exceeding 20s.
Above 20s. and nos exceeding 40s.
Above 40s. and: not exceeding 60s...
Above 60s. and not exceeding 80s.
Above&Os - - e e - e =
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The foregoing Tables of Fees were ordered to be conspicuously hung up in the
Court-house, or where the Commxssnoners ‘meet, that all concemed may see and
petuse them at all times. :

- In consequence of ‘the said Act, the term of 1mpnsonment was ordamed to be
thenceforth limited as follows ; and accordingly it now is, upon each action,

For all sums under, and up to 20s. - - = Twenty days.
Above twenty, and not exceeding 40s. - - - Forty days.

Above forty shillings, and not exceeding 3/ - - Sixty days.

Above 3/ and mot exceeding 5. + - - - One hundred days.

- The following observations of Mr. Justice Blackstone demand a peculiar atten-
tion. He tells us that * divers tradirng towns, and other districts, had obtained
“ Acts of Parliament fot establishing in them Courts of Conscience, upon nearly
“ the same plan as that in the City of London. ' The anxious desire that has been
$¢ shewn to obtain these several Acts, proves clearly, that the nation in general
“ is truly sensible of the great incohvenience arising from the disuse of the antient
“ County and Hundred Courts; wherein causes of this small value were always
« formerly decided, with very little trouble and expence to the parties. But, it is
“ to be feared, that the general remedy which of late hath been principally applied
“ to this inconvenience (the erecting these new jurisdietions) may itself be attended,
“ in time, with very ill consequences: as the method of proceeding therein is en-’
« tirely in derogation of the common law ; as their large discretionary powers create:
~ ¢ a petty tyranny in a set of standing Commissioners; and as the disuse of the
« trial by jury may tend to estrange the minds of the people from that valuable pre-
« rogative of Englishmen, which has already been more than sufficiently excluded
‘ in many instances. How much rather is it to be wished, that the proceedings in
« the County and Hundred Courts could again be revived, without burthening the
« freecholders with too frequent and tedious attendances; and at the same time
« removing the delays that have insensibly crept into their proceedings, and the
“ power that either party have, of transferring at pleasure their suits to the Courts
« at Westminster! And we may with satisfaction observe, that this experiment
¢ has been actually tried, and has succeeded, in the populous County of Middlesex ;
¢ which might serve as an example for others. For, by Statute 23 George II. c. 33.
“ it is enacted, 1. That a special County-court shall be held, at least once a month,
“ in every hundred of the county of Middlesex, by the county clerk. 2. That twelve
# freeholders of that hundred, qualified to serve on juries, and struck by the sheriff,
“ shall be summoned to appear at such court by rotation, so as none shall be sum-
“ moned oftner than once a year. 3. That in all causes not exceeding the value of
« forty shillings, the county clerk and twelve suitors * shall prooeed in a summary

* Sic Orig. Q. Jurors, or Jurats ?
K
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“ way, examining the parties and witnesses on oath, without the formal process
“ antiently used; and shall make such order therein, as they shall judge agreeable
“ to conscience. 4. That no plaints shall be removed out of this court by any
‘¢ process whatsoever ; but the determination herein shall be final. 5. That if any
“ action be brought in any of the superior courts against a person resident in -Mid-
¢ dlesex, for a debt or contract, upon the trial whereof the jury shall find less than
“ 40s. damages, the plaintiff shall recover no costs, but shall pay the defendant
“ double costs ; unless upon some special circumstances, to be certified by the Judge
“ who tried it. 6. Lastly, a Table of. very moderate Fees is prescribed and set
“ down in the Act; which are not to be exceeded upon any account whatsoever.
“Thisis a plan entirely agneeable to the Constitution and genius of the Nation:
‘ calculated, to prevent a multitude, of vexatlous actsons m the supenor Courts s
‘““and at the same time to give honest credntors an opportumty of recovering small
“ sums; which now they are frequently deterred from by the expence, of .a suit at
“law: a plan, which, in short, wants only to be generally known, in order to_its
“ universal reception *." . . . . N .

,—_'*_,

BOSTON. Lincolnshire. . -
The Fown Gaol and Bridewell. S

Gaoler, William Vauzr; a Gunsmith by trade, and his workshop adJoms the
Felons’ Gaol. ,
Salary, for both, 311 Fees, on discharge, 28. 6d.~
Surgeon, when wanted, is ordered by the Mayor s v
Number of Pri l‘lSOIlel‘S, Debtor. . Gnmumls Men * Woman.
1802, Aug.25th, - - - - 1 - - - - § - - - - 1,

Allowance, to Debtors, none. -To Criminai P}'isq'nefs, four-pence per day.

REMARKS.

This wretched Gaol seems to have been made under the arches of some old
monastery.

For Felons here are, on the ground-ﬂoor, two damp offensive rooms, 14 feet
square, with iron-grated windows, the bars of which are sufficiently set apart for a
Prisoner to put his head through, and they were conversing with their friends in the’
street. The Keeper told me they had liquors Brought to them at all hours in the’
night, so that his life-was in danger from their frequént intoxication. Their two

* Commentaries, edit. 4to. vol, III. pp. 81—83.
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rooms have wooden bedsteads, two blankets, and a rug each, and an offensive sewer
in one corner. Qver these are two other rooms, for Female Criminals, one of which
is a bed-room of g feet 3 by 6 feet 4, dark, and without ventilation, the aperture, -
which was formerly in the door, having been stopped up: the other has an iron-
grated window, through which the Woman Prisoner, young and dressy, was nod-
ding to and conversing with her admirers in the street. ,

Close adjoining to the above are two rooms for Debtors, who are sent hither
from the Court of Requests for the Borough of Boston, Skirbeck-Quarter, and the
parishes of Boston and Skirbeck. © Here is no clear ventilation. The Debtor whom
I'met with in August 1802, complained of excessive heat : “he appeared as in the last
stage of a consumption ; and, bemg a medical man, sa1d it was owing to the
want of air. Hard-fated captive! His debt was one gumea his commitment, for
forty days, which were nearly expired when I came hither. ’ :

Here is no court-yard ; no water accessible: The Keeper fetches it as wanted, for
his own use, from the street adjoining. The Gaol did not look as if it had ever
been white-washed ; nor eould its filthy state be a matter of surprise, when its com-
munication with the street was considered.

The irons here used are excessively heavy, owing, as the Gaoler informed me,

to the‘ msecunty of hls prison. Neither the Act nor the Clauses hung up.

T

BObTON meolnshzre The House of Correction.

Gaoler, W dlcam Appleby Salary, 30[
 Surgeon, Mr. .Dams. Makes a Bill.

* Prisoners, 1810, August 6th, nonei

. Allowance, sixpence a ﬂay. o

REMARKS.

This New House of Correction was built in 1809; in Skirbeck-Quarter, near
Boston, for the division of Holland. The Keeper's house, which fronts the road,
forms the centre building ; and on each side is a day or work-room, 17 feet by 14,
one for men, and the other for women; and above each is a sleeping-room of the
same size, the ascent to which is by a step-ladder from the lower room. The doors
and windows of these rooms open into their respective court-yards, which are.
17 feet by 14, with a boundary wall, only 14 feet high. Water is supplied from a
pump in the Gaoler’s court-yard, ,
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BOTTESDALE. Suffolk.
The House qf Correction.

Gaoler, John Bond. Salary, 521. lo.s

Chaplain, none ; nor any religious attentions. See Remarks.
Surgeon, Mr. Thomas Reeve. Salary, none; but makes a Bill.
Number of Prisoners, 1805, Aug. 30th, 4. 1810, Sept. 16th, 3.

Allowance: The following Dietary is painted on a board, and hung up.

One pound and a half of bread daily.

Breakfast each day, oatmeal gruel.

Dinners, Sunday, half a pound of meat, and one pound of potatoes _

Monday, three-quarters of a pint of pease, with broth of the preceding day.

Tuesday, rice or oatmeal porridge, with leeks or onions.

Wednesday, two pounds of potatoes, if in season, or gruel.

Thursday, as on Sunday,

Friday, ason Monday.

Saturday, as on Tuesday.

Salt for the week. ,

This diet costs 1. 6d. per week, besides the one pound and a half of bread daily.

REMARKS.

This Prison, first inhabited in April 1801, stands in a healthy situation, about
a quarter of a mile from the town. It is a new building, and sarrounded by
a boundary-wall, 13 feet high, 64} yards long, and 29} yards wide, having the
house in the centre. The approach is threugh a handsome stone entrance, along
a flag pavement, skirted on either hand with a neat grass-plat and small garden.
Behind the building is an excellent kitchen-garden for vegetables. On the right-
hand of the entrance are the Keeper's apartments ; on the left is a kitchen, fitted up
with fire-place, an oven, copper, and other utensils for frugal cookery ; and adjoining
to it is also a small room for prison-utensils. Through the centre of the building is
a passage 37 feet 6 inches in length, 5 feet 6 inches wide; and in the middle of the
passage an iron-grated door divides the Prison from the Keeper's apartments. On the
ground-floor are four cells, two on each side of the passage 14 feet 6 by 8 feet, with
arched roofs 8 feet 6 inches high, and iron-grated and glazed windows, with case-
ments 2 feet square. Up one pair of stairs there are also four other cells, of equal
size ; and on the same floor is a room in front of the Keeper's house, 21 feet by 12,
and g feet 6 inches high; which has a fire-place, and is used occasionally as a day-
room or infirmary. Here is likewise a court-yard 40 feet by 37, surrounded by a
wall 14 feet high, and paved with flag stones. In this yard is a pump and sewer,
and each prisoner has access to it, for about one hour in the day. Every cell is
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furnished with an iron-frame bedstead, wooden bottoms, a sacking bed filled with
straw, one blanket and a rug; and a bell is fixed in each cell for the use of the
prisoners, in case of being taken ill, or wanting assistance. The Keeper informed
me at my visit in 1810, that a Chaphain was to be appointed to the Prison.

The Schedule of Laws for governing Houses of Correction (22d G. III. c. 64.)
and the Clause against Spirituous Liquors, are painted on boards and hung up; but
not the Act for preserving the Health of Prisoners.

Their employment is the spinning of wool ; half their earnings from which are
paid them at the time of their discharge. All of them are allowed clean linen once
a week ; and coals, mops, brushes, brooms, soap, towels, and vinegar, are here consi-
derately allowed, for personal comfort and prison cleanliness.

et —

BRADFORD, Yorkshire. See page 45.

e ——

BRECON. South Wales.
The County Gaol, and Bridewell.

Gaoler, Walter Watkins ; Salary, 521. 10s.: Now Thomas Gittins; Salary, 105/
and half of the Prisoners’ earnings; out of which he provides a Turnkey.
Fees, Debtors, as per Table. Felons, when discharged in Court by proclama-
tion, 11s. 4d. which is paid by the County Treasurer. For Conveyance of
Transports, the expence attending it '
- Garnish, abolished.
Chaplain, Rev. Jokn Jones. Salary, 20l
Duty, Prayers on Sunday and Thursday ; and Sermon once a month.

Surgeon, Mr. Williams. Salary, for Felons only, 361. 5s. .

Number of Prisoners, Debtors. Felons, &c. Bridewell.
1803, Sept. 7th, - .- - - 8§ - - - - 4 - - - - 3
1806, Sept.12th, - . - o0 - - - - 6 - - - - 4

Allowance, to Debtors and Felons, one pound and a half of bread per day. Trans-
ports have not the King’s Allowance of 2s. 6d. per week.

REMARKS.

This Gaol and Bridewell was finished for the reception of Prisoners in 1782 ; and,
since my visit in 1803, has been benefited by many improvements.

The Prisoners, at that time, complained to me of being cruelly treated, and half
starved. They were literally half neked; and two Women, without shoes or
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stockings, heavily loaded with double ifons*. At my earnest request the then Gaoler
promised to take them off, but added, “ he would not do it to obligeany Magistrate
in the town.” Conversant in scenes of misery, this Man seemed to be steeled
against every tender sensation. He told me that a Felon and a Deserter had made
their escape a short time before my visit. My answer was, that I should not be
surprised at any act of desperation, under circumstances of such severity. The said
Keeper, who was a weaver, and dyer of worsteds, also informed me, ‘ that he had to
support the Prisoners committed to the House of Correction, in return for which he
received the whole of their earnings.” The countenances of all the Prisoners, at
the period alluded to, bespoke neglect and oppression. The learned Judge, to
whom I sent my Remarks, was pleased to mention them in his Charge to the Grand
Jury at the next Assize ; adding, that the Keeper was an incorrigible drunkard 4 ;
and the Magistrates humanely interfered.

Here is, now, a boundary-wall, of 51 yards by 37, and the Gaol is in the centre
of the area. The ascent to the Keeper's house is by a flight of steps, and he has
apartments on the ground-floor. On the right of his kitchen is the infirmary-room,
and on the left a room for Female Debtors. Men Debtors have a court-yard, with
a pump and sewer in it; a large day-room, with a fire-place and glazed windows;
and on each side a large sleeping-room, terined a free-ward, with fire-place and
windows like the former. Up stairs are four other sleeping-rooms, with similar
windows, and in two of them a fire-place. If the Debtor brings his own bed, he pays
nothing ; if the Keeper furnishes one, 2s. 6d. per week.

Men Felons have a court, about 35 feet by 25, into which opens one sleeping-cell ;
and a day-room, of 26 feet 6 inches by 1gfeet, into which two cells open. Adjoining
to the day-room is a passage 16 feet long, and 4 wide, called * the Iron Gate,”
into which four cells open. These latter are assigned for Prisoners of the worst
class.

The court, day-room, and sleeping-cells for Women Felons, are similar to those
for the Men, but on the opposite side of the Gaol. The Bridewell House of Cor-
rection is under the same roof, but separated from the Gaol by the Chapel. The

* At the Lent Assizes for Thetford, in 1782, Lord Loughborough laid a fine of twenty pounds on the
Gaoler of Norwich Castle, ¢ for puttmg irons on a Woman.” The lesson is exemplary, and it is hoped
may ever be felt asa caution, :

+ A Welch Writer has volunteered in the cause, and attempted to vindicate this very unworthy Man,
by saying, that ‘ Ope of the Women thus ironed was young, and stout, and refused tamely to submit to
be double-ironed ; in consequence whereof, the Gaoler was obliged to get assistance to effect it.” He
ridicules the idea of giving money to a Prisoner on discharge, and he even compliments the Gaoler for
his humanity ! Noscitur & sociis! Who has not heard of the famous Owen Glendower # He, too, was a
Gentleman of Wales, and very apt to assert what few could easily believe: And to him, it is said, the
gallant Hotspur addressed that never-to-be-forgotten precept of sound morality,

“ Oh! while you live, Tell Truth, and shame the Deril.”  Hen. IV, Part I. Act3. Sc. 1.
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day-room has a fire-place, with iron-grated windows; and two sleeping-cells open
into it.

In the court-yard is a double cell, for those under sentence of death. The outer
cell has an iron-grating over the door, and is of 15 feet by 10 feet 6 inches. The’
inner one, which opens into it, and where the Prisoner sleeps, is 6 feet 6 by 5 feet
6 inches, and almost totally dark.

There are also two reception-cells for Prisoners when first brought in; each of 6 feet
by 4 feet 10, and 8 feet high; fitted up with a wooden bedstead, straw-in-sackiog
bed, fresh straw every month, two blankets and a rug: The door-way only 3 feet.
10 inches high.

Mops, brooms, and soap are supplied for cleansing the Prison,—which is kept very
clean,—but neither pails nor towels are allowed. The employment of weaving has
lately been introduced ; and the Prisoners are to have one-third of their earmngs,
the Gaoler and County the other two.

Here are books provided for the Visiting Magistrates, the Chaplain, and the Sur-
geon, to enter their Reports. The two former are very regular; from the latter,
none since the 14th August (1806.) No money is here given to Prisoners, when
discharged, to prevent a recurrence to former sufferings. = -

No Rules and Orders. No County clothing. The Act for Preserving Health
not hung up, nar the Clauses against Spirituous Liquors. .

¢ At an adJoumment of General Quarter Sessions, held at Brecon, 13th March, 1805,
for settling the Fees, to be taken by the Gaoler for commitment or discharge of Debtors ;
it was ordered, That the following, and no more should be taken, viz.

‘¢ For entering every fresh Action or Process, whereon a Prisoner may

be charged - - - - - - - - - - . . . . <. . 0 3 6
_ Forthe Turnkey, or Under Turnkey, on each fresh Action - - - 0 1 0
For entering the discharge, or for the discharge of every Prisoner - 0 7 0
To the Turnkey, for the discharge of every Prisoner - - - - - 0 1 a
For the receiving and entering every Declaration against a Prisoner
incustody - - - - - - - - - - - - . . - . 0 2 O
To the Turnkey on every Declaration - - - - - - - - - 00 6
For a Certificate, for want of a Declaration, in order to take out a
Writ of Supersedeas - - - - - - - - - _ . . . 0 3 6
For a Copy of the Warrant of Commitment against each Prisoner - o0 1 0 °

EpwARD MORGAN, Esq. Chairman.
WALTER JEFFREYS, Esq.
PENRY WILLIaMS, Esq.
Approved by GeORGE HARDINGE and ABEL Movysky, Esqrs. Justices of the Great
Sessions of the several Counties of Glamorgan, Brecon, and Radnor.”
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BRECON. Toun Gaol.

Gaoler, David Morgan, Sergeant at Mace, a Shoemaker. Salary, 5I. Fees, 3s. 6d.
Prisoners at my Visits, 7th Sept. 1803, and 12th Sept. 1806, None,
Allowance, two-pence a day in bread.

REMARKS.

A dark dungeon, about 12 feet square, down ten steps. Straw on a mud-floor.
No court! No water! The only light it receives is from a small iron-grating, level
with the street. Up stairs were heretofore four rooms for Debtors, ‘who furnished
their own beds, or paid the Keeper for each bed 1s. per week.

The Keeper told me that the Allowance was now one pound and a half of bread
per day ; and that his Salary had been discontinued for two years.

There are only two rooms now for Debtors, who are committed by process issuing
out of the Borough Court, from one shilling to any amount.

BUCKINGHAM. Town Gaol.

Gaoler, Samuel Danby; a Collar-maker, who works at the opposite side of the
street. Salary, 50 5s. Fees, none. Allowance, 1s. per week.

 Debtors, 1802, Nov. 25th, One. 1804, July 16th, Two. 1805, Sept. 16th, One.

REMARKS.

Behind the Keeper’s apartments is a court-yard, about 30 feet square, and two
rooms which open into it, about 16 feet by 12 each, with barrack bedsteads and
straw : one is the Bridewell, the other for Felons. Over these are two rooms for
Debtors. No water: The Gaoler fetches it from over the way. The Prison clean:
The floors had been rotten and full of holes; but at my visit in 1810, they were in
good repair. Debtors for small sums are committed by process issuing out of the
Borough Court. There are seldlom any Criminals confined here except for one or
two nights at the Assizes. It is chiefly used asa place of confinement for vagrants,
night-charges, and deserters. -

Over the Gate is the following Inscription.

“ The Right Honourable

RicHARD GRENVILLE TEMPLE,
. Lord Viscount CoBHAM,
caused this Edifice to be erected at his own Expence,
For the Use of this Town and County,
the SumMER Assizes being restored to this Place,
and fixed here by Act of Parliament,
in the year 1748.”
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BRIDEWELL. London.
‘ T The House of Correction.

. Steward, Mr. Bolton Hudson.

‘Chaplain, Rev. Henry Budd.

Duty, Prayers and a Sermon every Sunday morning, and Prayers in the after-
noon, in a Chapel appropriated to the Governors, Officers, &c. and a Sermon
every Sunday, and Prayers twice a week, in the Prison. See Remarks.

Salary, 200l. and apartiments in the house.

. Surgeon, Mr. Bryan Crowther. Salary, 50l. See Remarks.

" Apothecary, Mr. John Haslam. Salary, 335l. and medicines provided. See
Remarks. ’

| Matron, Mary Rundle. Salary, 60l. See Remarks.
- Porter, Mr. Richard Weaver. Salary, 70l. Porter’s Man, Richard Allen.

- Number of Prisoners for nearly sixteen years, beginning in 1794, and continued
up to my last visit, in 1809, inclusive.

1794, - - - - - 1224. = 1802, - - - - - 1751
1795, - - - - - 1318, 1803, - - - - -~ 1480.
1796, - - - - - 1490. ° 1804, - - - - - 1296.
1797, - - - - - 137L 1805, - - - -1- 1328,
1798, - - - - - 1439. = 1806, - - - - - 1239.
1799, - - - - - 1548. . 1807, - - - - - 1300.
1800, - - - - - 1989. 1808, - - - - - 1226.
1801, - - - - - 1935 1809, - - - - -  553.

_Allowance, one quartern loaf per day for six Prisoners, provided by the Hospital ;
independent of the contract made with Mr. Hudson, the Steward; who is
allowed one shilling per day for the maintenance of each Prisoner, and fur-
nishes the following diet for each, as settled in the Special Committee, 19th
January, 1801.

Monday, Wednesday, Friday, One pound of beef without bone, boiled down
to a consistency of ten ounces ; and three pints of eighteen shilling table-beer.

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, The broth of the meat of the preceding day, with
three ounces of rice, which, when properly boiled, produces 15 ounces at
least. The quantity of soup for each Prisoner to be three pints; and one
quart of table-beer.

. Sunday, One pound of beef without bone, boiled down to the above consistency,
together with the broth of the meat; and three pints of table-beer.

L
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REMARKS..

This Edifice was rebuilt by King Henry the Eighth, near to a remarkable well,
<called ¢ Bride’s Well,” upon the scite of a tower or castle, which had belonged to
the Kings of England from before the conquest; and 'where tliose Prifices lodged,
and sometimes removed to it their Courts of Record from Westminster,. They
here.also. occaslonalb' held their Parliaments.

- By, Henry the Elghth it.was prepared for the receptlon of the Emperor Charles
the Fifth, who came there.in 1522 ; but havmg at 1éngth falién to decay, it was for
some time disused. King Edward the Sixth, .in the seventh year of his reign, gave
it to the Mayor, Commonalty, and Citizens of London, to bt used as a harbour or
asylum for poor destitute people; but- Edérard dying: soon after, the City. did: not
take posséssion. of - it; till. the- Royal Grant, two years: afterwards; had been con-
firmed by his sister Queen Mary; when Sir William Gerard the Mayor entered,
and, having taken possession, an Act of Common Council was made, of which the
following is an extract.

¢ Insemuch as: Kingr BEdward Sikth ' has- givert his-House of Bridewell unto the
« City; partly for the setting of idleand lewd people to work,and partly for the lodging
“ and harbouring of the poor, sick, and sore.peoplé of this City, and of poor way-
“ faring people repairing to the same;. and hath for this purpose given the bedding

% and furniture of the Savoy; therefore, in consideration that very great charges
s will be required for the fitting up of the sald house, and the buying of tools and
“ bedding, . It is ordered, &c. &c.”

In the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, mills were invented to grind corn, and to be
worked, some of them by the hand, and others by the foot; so that even the lame
(if they possessed but one sound limb) .might find employment : and we are told,
that the mills were so constructed, that two men could grind as much corn, in any
given time, as could be ground by ten men with the other mills then in use. In the
year 1610, twelve public gtanaries were here erected, lirge enoughi to -contain- six
thiousand quarters of ‘corn’y which; int case of scarcity, or*of combimation among
oftier déalers, way to be sold 8 the poor-at prime cost.

@ A-moblé example, surely; in the rude-timesof our forefathers; and, perhaps,
not unworthy the public consideration of those, who would wish to add true' dlgmty
to the spirit of moderm refinement.’

In the year 1666, the old building of’ Bridéweﬂ wag almost wholly destroyed by
thie dreadful fire of' London'; but afterwards againr rebuilt in' the style and manner
of - its present appearance; the front only excepted which has Iately been’ taken
down, and‘a handsonie row of houses erected, in a line with the rest in Bridge Street.

The Hall of this venerable structure is a noble room; in which is a fine painting
of Ring Edward V1. delivering his' Charter to Sir George Barnes; the then Lord
Mayor. Several other good portraits are also hung up, to decorate the wall. -
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- TlheOkChapél; has:been: taken down, ;ad; @ New. oneereeted on the North: sude

-of the: preserit front.

'That part of . Bridewell, w‘hldq)ecu]nr}y relates to tbe mb_]ect of my. mvesngahon,
~has . werds assigned for Men and Women Prisoners, separated very properly by the

Porter’s house, plaeed-in the centre of those divisions.

‘The Men's. Ward, which occupies the ground-floor,;on the. left of the entrance,
-has a large day-voom, -in-avhich -they pick oakum ; and ‘adjoining to it is another
xoom swherein to deposit the:raw materials for work ; ‘with a sgall apartment called
+¢ the :Iron ‘Room,” from the irons which:are kept there. e

‘From the krge :day+~room .a ' stair-case leads on. .to the -first. story, or oallery\,

wwhich centains mine .sleeping-cells, 'of -about r0 feet :square, supplied with iren-
grated and glazed windows, well contrived for the benefits of llght and ventilation.

{Fhese cells are:fitted .up with wooden bedsteads, :straw ' beds :in Russia duck, ome
rblanket and. a rug to each, and.a sheif for the placing of provisions. Here are also
itwo cells ‘for  the refractory ; and:all:the cells open into a wellaventllated lobby,
7 1feet 6 inches side.

The second gallery is of the same width, and contains 12 cells of the - Ilke dimen-
sions. ~Of - these, six are:set apart for petty offenders, and. fitted-up-as-those already
described. A door of partition across the lobby separates them from ‘the other six
:cells:; -over the doers of which is painted « .Apprentice.” These latter cells are fur—
aished with flock:beds, a - pilow to. each, two sheets, two blankets and a rug.

- FThe third, oratti¢k story, contains three'rooms, of about 19 feet square, for Men
“Vagrants, who sleep upontthe flioor ; which, to separate each-Prisoner, is parhtionéd
«to- the ‘height of . about four .inchkes, and has long wheaten straw, -with ene blanket
.and a rug'to each compertment.

‘Here is also.a -lavge - room; - occasienally -used -es an Infirmary, with af,ﬁfe-place in
it, and four opposite windows for fresh air; adjoining te which .is anether apart-
-ment, called The Dispensary.

‘Fhe.Women's Ward, on the: 'nght-hand of the. entrance, has three- elee;ung-cells
mpon the ground-floor, fittedtap in:the same manwer as these apprepriated to the
Dlen. Their first:gallery contains three dther sleeping-cells, and a large day or mess-
room, which opensinte awide andwell-ventilated lobby. The second gallery is similar
to it; and the attick stery comtains three sleeping-cells ; -together with a farge room,
the floor of which is partitioned in the manner before described, to receive 21 Women
Vagrants, furnished: with loose straw, a blanket, and a rug for each compa:tment

The Chapel, already noticed, is on:the ground-floor of-the Women's ‘side of the
Prison, and the sexes are so duly separated, as to be placed out of sight of-each ether.
The Chaplain’s duty is particulatly to admonish and instruct the Prisoners from
time to time, to read the Liturgy and the exhortation already provided for the Insti-
tution ; orto preach on Sundays once, and read Prayers ontwo other days of the week.
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in the Prison. On all which occasions he is to wear his usual officiating dress, and
to see that such Prisoners as are able and; proper do always attend divine service.
And here it is but just to remark, as far as has come under my observation, that
the duty has been impressively performed ; and that short religious tracts are printed,
which the Chaplain delivers out to the more orderly Prisoners who can read. '

The Surgeon’s duty here is to attend the Prisoners, and surgical cases, both at
this and at Bethlehem Hospital, as well as the resident officers and servants. Mr.
' Haslam, the apothecary, has apartments in this building, where constant residence
is required. He is to give all necessary attendance upon the Prisoners and other
inhabitants of the Hospital, aud to sign the Matron’s bills for sick messes to the
Prisoners, &c. To her is consigned the charge of all Women Prisoners, and to
attend upon the sick, both male and female, with care and humanity, in all manner
of disorders. She is allowed three-pence for each mess of gruel, and fifteen pence
per day for the maintenance of all prisoners on the sick list. The Porter's man
is required to serve out the prisoner’s diet: He isallowed three-pence for each mess
of gruel supplied to the Men, and must assist, as directed in all matters respecting
.the Prison and the Priseners.

The Prisoners here are served with their respective allowance of provnsnons daxly
at twelve o'clock.

The care devolved upon Mr. Weaver, the Porter of Bridewell, is to receive all
Pprisoners into his custody, and enter their names and other circumstances in a book
provided for the purpose: to see that the Men’s Prison be well washed once a week
with vinegar, fumigated weekly with tar, and white-washed regularly, conformable

to Act of Parliament; to treat the prisoners with humanity and kindness, and keep
- them safe and clean, till they are duly discharged; to visit them frequently; to
see that they are kept to labour, humanely treated, &c. and to sign the Steward’s
~ Diet-Book, as a voucher for the same.

Formerly the prisoners were employed by a hemp-dresser, who had an apart-
ment in the Prison, with a Salary of 20/. per annum, and the profit arising from the
labour of the prisoners. But the chief employment now is, and for some years past
has been, picking of oakum. The junk for this purpose is provided by the Porter
of Bridewell, and when picked is sold at from three to five shillings per Cwt.

The earnings of the prisoner appear to have been as follow ;

£. s d. £L. s d
1799 - - - - 2118 9 1805 - - - - 14 5 6
1800 - - - - 23 4 4 1806 - - - - 1518 6
1801 - - - - 385 511 1807 - - - - 11 5 9
1802 - - - - 28 0 3 1808 - - - - 9 5 6
1803 - - - - 20 6 8 189 - - - - 9 9 o.
1804 - - - - 1513 4
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Their hours of labour, deductmg meal tunea, are from eight tlll four in winter,
and in summer from six to six.

The bath, placed here in the basement story, is well supplied with water. Firing
i8 allowed in severe weather. Here is no court-yard; but in ‘extreme hot weather
the prisoners are sonfetimes taken out for air in the adjacent burying ground.

: v‘BBI‘DGEWATER, Somersetshire. See page 50

BRISTOL.
City and County Giol.

Gaoler, William Humphries. Salary, 200l and 2l. a year gown-money. .
Fees, for Debtors, first Action, - - - - - - - - - - - 6
second, and every subsequent Action - -'- 3
a London Action - - - - = « - = = - 9
for Felons - - - - - - - - - - = « - = - - 13
Transports, 5L each when delivered at Portsmouth. Garnish abolished.

Chaplain, Rev. Mr. #alcam ; now Rev. Mr. Day.
Duty, Sermon on every Sunday, and Prayers on Wednesday and F nday.
Salary, 351.
_Surgeon, Mr. Saﬂ'ord, Salary, none; makes a Bill.

*O*Q&

Number of Pnsoners, . Debtors. Felons, &c. Deserters: «
1801, Dec. 16th, - - - 18 - - - 26 - - - - 0.
1803,0ct. 4th, - - - 2 - - - 26 - - - - @
1806, Sept, 20th, - - - 33 <« - - 27 - - - - o

Allowance, to Debtors, none.
to Felons, a threepenny loaf of standard wheaten bread. Its weight on the
16th Dec. 1801,was - - - = = - - 1lb. 50z
20th Sept. 1806 - - - = - - - 1lb. 3oz

REMARKS.

" This Gaol, called Newgate, is built on a declivity, and stands in the middle of
the City. It is very antique, and by much too small for the general number of
its inhabitants. The lower rooms are dark. For Debtors there are about fifteen
“large and airy rooms’; two of which are termed free wards, for poor Debtors, who
find their own beds.
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Those rooms #hich are opithe Master's: Side pay 26..6d, per.week gach;; .anditwo
Prisoners sleep in a bed. Here is not a proper separation,qf , Men and Women.
Qnly one courtzyard, (called.the Tennisrcaurt) tbatﬂis.wtﬁciemlyhrge:for airjand
‘exercise. J[ts dimepsions are 13 yards by §, inte which.debtors and Aelone .are
separately admitted, and at different howrs of the day. When I.was.there, Jinen was
hanging out to dry. In this court-yard there is a pump with good water; and also.
¢ convenient bath, but seldom used.

The Men-Felons have two day-rooms. Adjoining to the first, 15 feet by 13, and
7 feet 8 inches high, is a sleepmg‘room of about the same- size'; ‘which has no air
but what is admitted through an iron-grated window in the day-room. There is
a small but very close court adjacent, about 20 feet long and 12 feet wide. On one
side of this court, is an ascent by twélve steps, to a sick room for felons, 18 feet by
124, and 7 feet 6 inches high; .which \has.irep-grated and glazed windows, a ﬁre~
place, a small aperture in the door, 14 inches by 11, and a ventilator.

The second day-roem is.24-feet by -18,-and 8 feethigh ; with aﬁre—place, and-two
treble iron-grated windows, which, ia consequence, neatly exclude thelight. - This
roem has two sleeping-cells, of 11 xfeet‘by 7, with-arched roofs and a very smallk
court, with a sewer In it.

The ¢ Condemnued-room;” as they term it; is 18 feet by 13, and 9 feet high, which
bas a double iron-grated window, ‘that looks into the-felons’ yard. 'Fheir dungeon,
(the Pit) to which you descend by ejghteen: sigps, is.17:fest in diameter,and 8-feet
6 inches. high. It has harrack bedsteads, with heds .of straw in.canvass ; .and some
benevolent Gentlemen of the City occasionally send a few rugs. This dreary place
is close and offensive ; with only-a very small window, avhase light is merely . soffi-
cient to make darkness visible. In the year 180r I remember it was chiefly:
sppropriated {0 convicts -under sentence of -tmvaportation. - SgvENTREN Prisorers:
gre said te have slept-here every wight! The 'Turnkey-himself told- me, 4 thatin a -
morning, when he ualoeked. the deor,-he-was o affected by the -puéritl steam issu~
ing from.the dungeon, that it was enough to strike him down” Atimy:next, visit,,
4th Oct. 1803, it so happened, that only one Man slept there, . ,

When Turnkeys are thus affected, by only epening the. doors, what must the
pitiable wretches suffer, confined, through the whole night, in such fetid hot-beds
of disease!* There are many narrow passages about this Pnson, so that the
utmost attention sccms requisite to keep it healthy ; and yet, at my several visits, [

# It has very judiciously been remarked that a Gon,, considered as a place for safe, custody of
the disturbers of peace and property, sgrely -attracts our attention as an object of pity and benevolence.
Garatified with the first ides, of ‘its,power tv celgina daning murderer, how. often do we-overlook that’ most
lumentable groupe, which it so .dreadfully pppregses /I jmean. the vigtiné of wiere. sninfortune;~—=thé -

feeble und unresistless sacrifices to false agd, gropngless acousatign!. . Volwgs mht /becpwed aa.
this head of legal suffering. .
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found it comparatively clean,. considering: that: the- Felon-Side was so close and
crowded.. [t is scraped-and white-washed-once a year. <t

The Female Felons™ ward: is a large room, 42 feet by 24, and 6} feet hlgb, at'tie
top of the house, which serves the purpeses of a day-roomsand skeeping-room.. Jt
overlooks the Men-Felors' court, and had once four-windews, but two of . thenr afe
now stoppeq up. There is in-it a sink, but no water supplied, except what is ordured
by the Keeper from below. Near this ward are two rooms set apart for infirmaries.

Some time since Mr. John Heydon~ 1¢fé* oti¢ hundred pounds to be lent to two
nierelraits) eacﬂ-payh:g anttaally - tHe Coi'po?a‘tlon, for the benefit of the debtors,
17) 135 41 as ‘thie intévest of ‘Ki¢ moiety. - This is paid to the Treasurer of’ the
Sbeiéty for Strall Bebty imstitucsd here:

M Pieemus feft Fottt Poundd Nine Shilliags to be liid'out in bread and ‘beef,
ahd’ distributed' ott- Chistias-Eve 'to the Prisoners of ‘alt déscriptions. = To this
legacy M. Fieerian libérally makes ani anniual'addition of eléven Shiings. .

The Chiwvchwardéns- Have, for maany years past, pald four Pounds two anlrngs
for the use of the'ptisoriery two-thirds of which' are given ‘to the debtors, and” one-
third to the Feléne. This I apprehend to be the Legacy of Mrs. Aldsworth, who is |,
meh‘t‘?on'ed‘jby M. Howarb. Bt no meniorial appears in the Gaol of any legacy. .

The" At f6r presetvation of Health is liung up in thie Chapel, which, though large, .
i¢ ot properly partitioned 'té 1separ§te ‘the clastes. The atteudance of ])ebtors on
Divihe worship “is optional, and T was'sorty’ té observe only nine present, in 1806, _
olit of thirty-three. Neithierwere the Criminal Prisoners so attentive as one mwbt
have expected from the devout and serious manner in which the duty was performed
by their pious - Chaplain: So little’ régard, indéed, was paid to the Chapel, as a
plice of worship, that I'have repeatédly seen the prisoners drinking, smoking, and
chewing tobacto in‘the galléry. .

THe' Clauses against strong Liquors are hung up at the entrance of the Gaol. No .
einployment* and 'such is the'confined situation of the Prison, as to preclude the
possibility of work! No Tuble of Gaoler’s Fees.

"Besides the cletical daty befbre notéd, heré are thirteen Sermons in a year; for
which the Réctor of the parish receives four pounds from a legacy. '

I'uhdérstand thata person arfested by an action from the Tolsey Court here, may,

at the next Court; confess the debt; and ‘at the first Court after (which occurs -
mtmthfy) may be charged in execution, and’ become immediately entitled to his
sikpetices, or a supersedéas.

Several' years since, an Act passed for the building of a new Gaol.. That it has :
not been carried’ into execution by this rich commercial City, is much to be.
regretted ; for; really the present Gaol is disgraceful.

- How long shall young beginners and old offénders, both here and elsewhere, be
suffered to associaté promiseuousl y together!’
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" BRISTOL. Gity Bridewell.

Keeper, John Parsons; now Thomas Evans. Salary, 50l. Fees, 3s. 6d.
* Chaplain, none ; nor any- religious attention paid to the Prxsoners

Surgeon, Mr. Safford, who makes a Bill. ' , :
* Ne of Prisoners, 1801, Dec. 17th, 8. 1803, 0Oct. 4th, 16. 1806, Sept goth, 5.
' Aﬂowance, a threepenny loaf of household bread, whlch I welghed —1 Ib. 5o0z.

REMARKS. ‘ '

“This Prison was built in 1721. -Part of it is in the Keepers house, on one side
of the street, and part on the other side. In the Keeper's house, the Master's-Side
criminals have a day-room on the ground-ﬂoor, 15 feet square, 10 feet high; and -
up-stairs, two rooms supplied with beds by the Keeper, at 1s. per mght In these
three rooms the following notice is painted : « Whoever shall write against, or da\;b
the walls in any manner, will be punished as the Maglstrates shall think proper.”

The Common-Side, (the Bridewell) over the way, consists.of two parts, separabed
by a court 50 feet by 15, in which there are a pump and cistern for hard and soft
water, which is laid on by a pipe from the quay. The first part has; on the right
hand, two cells for Vagrants on the ground-floor, each 16 feet by 6 feet, an iron-
grated window facing the court, and a most offensive sewer in one carner: The
sleeping-room above is large and airy, but the straw upon the floor was short, dirty,
and almost worn to dust. On the left hand is a room for fines, 22 feet by 17, and
10 feet high, with an iron-grated window to the court; and the room is not rendered
offensive. Above stairs is an apartment of the same size. '

"The second part of the Common-Side has upon the ground-floor, on the right-
hand, two cells, 16 feet by 61, and 9 feet high to the crown of the arch; with an
aperture 12 inches square, to admit light and ventilation, and an iron-grating over
each door. The sewers, being near the river, are not very offensive; but on my visit
in 1803, they were so terribly infested by rats, that a cat was kept in each cell, to
prevent their gnawing the prisoners’ feet. On my next call, however, in 1806,
and the appointment of a new Keeper, I found the rats prevented from such annoy-
anceé. The floors were mended, cells white-washed, and the whole Prison very clean.

Over the cells is the Infirmary, 22 feet by 17, and 10 feet high, with a fire-place
and glazed window. On the left-hand is the Female Vagrants’ day-room, 18 feet
by 16, and 10 feet high, with an iron-grated window toward the court; and over
this a sleeping-room of the same size. The court ltself being quite out of sight
Trom the Keeper's house, he does not permit prisoners to use it, nor the pump there,
except three times a week, in the middle of the day; yet some offenders are con-
fined here for three years together, and, during that time, kept in irons. :

No employment here. Neither the Act for preserving Health, nor the Clauses
against Spirituous Liquors, hung up. No fuel allowed. Those who are imprisoned
for a term have a rug allowed them by the Mayor. ~
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BRISTOL. Gloucestershire.
Lawford's Gate ; the County-Bridewell.

Keeper, Joseph Hallam. Salary, 501. Fees, none.

Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Page; now Rev. Mr. Eden Salary, 20l. '
Duty, Sunday, Prayers and a Sermon; also on Christmas-Day, and Good-
Friday; and Prayers on every Wednesday and Friday.

Surgeon, Mr. Baynton. Salary, 15/. 15s.

Number of Prisoners, 1801, Dec. 17th, Nine. 1803, Oct. 4th, Two.
1806, Sept. 20th, Three.

Allowance, one pound and a half of good household bread per day for each Man;
and one pound three ounces each Woman ‘

REMARKS.

This Prlson was finished in 1791. The boundary-wall encloses about an scre
of ground, and being at the distance of 16 feet from the court-yards of the Prisoners, -
affords the Keeper a convenient garden for the growth of vegetables. 'I'he Gaol does
credit to those who superintended the work, being every way substantially strong. -

On the right of the Gate of entrance is a room, where the Magistrates hold their
Petty Session every Thursday, except in the Assize and Quarter Sessions week.
The approach to the Prison is through a small garden, separated from the court-
yards by close wooden palisades. The Keeper's house is in front; and in the centre
stands the hall, which is nearly circular, with a passage or lobby on each side, 4 feet
6 inches wide, which open into it. The lobby on the right has seven work-cells; .
that on the left has eight ditto, and of the whole number eight have glazed-windows.

Here are four airy courts, of 28 yards by 15, with a pump and a sewer in each ;
and three day-rooms, 13 feet by 11 feet 6, with fire-places, stone seats and shelves.
The Women’s court has a grass-plat, to bleach and dry the linen.

The Chapel is on the first story, and over the hall here are two lobbies or pas-
sages, of the same width as those below; one containing nine sleeping-cells for
Women, the other ten such for Men; which all open into the Chapel.

On the upper-story is the like number of cells, divided in the same manner; the
lobbies of which open into the gallery of the Chapel, and at the top of them there is
a large sky-light. Each sleeping=cell is 7 feet 4 inches by six feet 1, and 10 feet
hlgh, with an arched roof, to prevent danger and confusion in case of fire. Every
one is fitted up with a cast-iron’ bedstead, straw-mat, hair-mattress, a blanket, sheet,
and double rug. Every cell has two doors, one of them iron-latticed; and is

¢
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lighted by an iron-grated window with sliding shutter, and a ventilator of 12 inches
diameter on the opposite side. There are two cells set apart for Vagrants, and they
have straw only, which, when worn, is taken out and burnt.

On this upper-story are also two infirmary rooms, with fire-places and water-
closets ; and three small rooms used as foul-wards, from which iron-gratings com-
municate with the Chapel, to accommodate the sick Prisoners for hearing Divine
service. Here is likewise a Dispensary for the Surgeon; and all these latter apart.
ments have glazed windows.

For the refractory two dark cells on the upper-story are allotted, each 9 feet
6 inches by 6 feet 6, and 9 feet high, ventilated by apertures in the wall. There are
forty sleeping-cells in this Prison, and the greatest number of Prisoners confined at
one time, has been twenty-four.

In chapel, the prisoners are separated according to their classes; and all are required
to attend Divine service, and placed alike under immediate inspection, either from
the Keeper’s or the Turnkey’s pew.

An alarm-bell at the top of the building: A warm and cold bath : an oven to
purify the prisoners’ clothes, and County clothing is put on in their stead.

" 'Here are also four stoves, from the flues of which warmth is communicated, in
Winter, to every part of the Prison ; and a peck of coals per day allowed for each
stove.

- Ptisoners, when employed, receive a proportion of their earnings, according to
their classes, sufficient to purchase an addition to the Gaol allowance of foed: but
the Keeper told me that frequently they had nothing to do. The remainder of
what they earn is paid them at their discharge.

From the quantities of old cables and junk that I saw at Bristol,—to which city
this Prison very nearly adjoins,—I should think that oakum might always be pre-
pared, as‘a ready and useful article. If any of the Prisoners refuse to be employed,
when the mieans of working are presented to them, they are punished by solitary
coqﬁnement

The Surgeon's charge is to attend and see every Prisoner, at least once a week and
always wben sent for. He has the power, either to suspend punishment, or to vary -
the diet, according to his discretion ; and a book is kept wherein to enter his observa-
tions and directions, ready to be laid before the Visiting Justices at their next meeting.

Books of moral and religious instruction are provided, to be distributed by the
Chaplaih, as he thinks proper.

* Proper cisterns, with soap and towels, are supplied to each court-yard, near the
pumhp, for the daily use of the Prisoners, on opening the cells. /#eightsand mea-
sures-also are kept for their use; and they have clean linen once a week.

« Copies of the excellent RuLEs and ORDERs are pasted up in various parts of the
Prison ; ‘the whale of which is kept very clean.
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BUCKINGHAM Town Gaol. See page 72.

BUNTINGFORD. Hertfordshire.

Bridewell. Keeper, Bullen. Salary, 12!. Consists of two rooms, for
Men, of about 19 feet by 8, and one for Women, 13 feet by 10; having straw for
bedding, but no fire-place. They both look into the Keepers large garden, out of
which a court-yard (which is now wanting) might conveniently be made. Allowance,
one pound of bread per day.

No water, but what is brought in by the Gaoler. An offensive sewer. Neithep
Act nor Clauses hung up; and the whole Prison dirty.

1802, Feb. 4th, and 1803, July 15th, no Prisoners.

BURY Sr. EDMUND'S. Suffolk.
The County Gaol, and House of Correction.

Gaoler, John Orridge.

' Salary, for both, 300l He has also coals and candles; together with other
perquisites specified in the Rules and Regulations,as approved by the Magls-
trates, and confirmed by the Judges of Assize.

Fees, as per Table. Garnish prohibited.
For conveyance of Transports, one shilling a mile each.

* Chaplain, Rev. Simon Pryke. Duty, Prayers three times a week, and a Sermon
on Sundays, Christmas-Day, and Good-Friday.
Salary, for Gaol and Bridewell, 60l.

Surgeon, Mr. Hubbard. Salary 60l. for Debtors and Felons in both Prisons.

. Number of Prisoners, Debtors. Felons, &c. House of Correctiomy
1801,0ct. 15th, - - - - - 6 - - - - 13 - - - 18
- 1802, Aug. 25th, - - - - - 9 - - - - 17 - - - 21

1805, Aug. 20th, - - - - - 10 - - - - 23 - - - 20

. 1810, Sept. 17th, - - - - - 10 - - - - 11 - - - 24 '

Allowance, one pound and a half of bread per day, and one pound of cheese per
week, both to Debtors and Felons: But Prisoners and Convicts, employed
in work by the County, have the addition of a quart of small beer per day,
and three-quarters of a pound of meat for their Sunday’s dinner.
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REMARKS.

This new Gaol is situate at the East-end of the South gate, near a mile from the
centre of the town; and the prisoners were removed into it on the 8th of December,
1805. The buildings are enclosed by a boundary-wall, 20 feet high, built in an
irregular octagon form, the diameter of which is 292 feet.

Four sides of this Gaol are 192 feet each, and the other four are 70 feet 6 inches
each. The entrance to the Prison is the Turnkey's lodge, a handsome stone-build-
ing, which consists of the entrance-room, sitting-room, and bed-room for the Turn-
key. On the right-hand is a room, with a fire-place, 12 feet by 7, and 9 feet 6 inches
high, used as a reception-room; into which all prisoners are brought and confiued,
till they have been examined, properly cleaned, and found to be free from any infec-
tious disorder, before they are admitted into the interior of the Gaol; and there is a
water-closet adjoining, for the use of this room.

There are also two cells up one pair of stairs in the lodge, fitted up with iron
bedsteads on stone bearers, into which all prisoners are put when brought in at
night. The size of each cell, 9 feet 6 inches by 6 feet, with arched roofs, and 7 feet
6 inches high. The Turnkey's sleeping-room and a large store-room are also on
this floor.:

On the left of the entrance, within the lodge, there is a convenient wash-house,
fitted up with an oven, copper, warm and cold bath, for the use of the Prison; and
adjoining to it is the brewhouse.

The lead-flat over the Turnkey's lodge, which extends sixteen feet in length, is
assigned for the awful execution of criminals.

After passing through the lodge, you proceed down an avenue, paved with flag-
stone, with posts and chains, enclosing on each side a beautiful shrubbery border,
which leads to the Keeper's house : This isalso an irregular octagon building, situate
in the centre of the Prison, and from which the several court-yards are completely
inspected.

The Prison consists of four wings, 69 feet long, and 32 feet wide, detached from
the Keeper's house by an area of 15 feet, which, with the different court-yards,
completely surround it. In all the wings there is a partition-wall, 14 inches thick,
running along the centre; so that each wing contains two Prisons.

The wing, numbered 1 and 2, is the Prison for Male Debtors; in which there
are two kitchens, fitted up with every convenience for frugal cookery : the size of
each 18 feet by 14, with arched roofs, 10 feet high. There are also two passages
44 feet long, and 3 feet 6 inches wide, communicating with their different rooms,
of which there are twenty. Of these, eighteen are 9 feet by § feet 6 inches, with

arched roofs 10 feet high; fitted up with iron bedsteads on stone bearers; sash-
windows and a fire-place in each room.
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Every Debtor has one of these rooms to himself. Eight are on the ground-floor ;
the rest on the upper-story  to which you ascend by a stone staircase at the end of
the passage, or lobby. On this upper-story are two rooms assigned for the sick,
each of them 18 feet by 8 feet 6 inches, with two bedsteads and a fire-place in each.
There are also two courts attached to this wing (N° 1 and 2.) which are an irregular
polygon; the one 64 feet by 42; the other 64 feet by 34.

Every court-yard has a pump, with shy-boards in the centre of it, to which all
the prisoners have access in the day-time.

The second wing, numbered 3 and 4, contains also two Prisens ; in each of
which there is a day-room 20 feet by 14, with arched roofs 10 feet high. From
these are passages or lobbies 42 feet long, 3 feet 6 inches wide, leading to the cells:
and adjoining to each day-room there is a work-room 14 feet by 9, with a fire-place
in each.

This wing contains 18 cells, six on the ground-floor, with glazed windows, and
12 on the upper-story, all of 9 feet by 6; with iron bedsteads, and iron-grated win-
dows with shutters, which have a square pane of nobbed glass in the centre. Here
are likewise two rooms for the sick, 13 feet by 9, with a fire-place and two beds in
each. The two courts for the use of this second wing are 64 feet each by 34.
~ The third wing, numbered 5 and 6, is exactly the same as the second.

The fourth wing, numbered 7, 8, and 9, is in three divisions, viz. N° 7 contains
a day-room, 20 feet long by 14, with an arched roof, 10 feet high; an adjoin-
ing work-room, 14 feet by 9 ; three cells on the ground-floor, 9 feet by 6; and six
cells on the upper-story, of the same size : also another room 14 feet by 9, with two
iron bedsteads and a fire-place, used as a sick-room for the class confined in this
wing. The court adjoining is 64 feet by 34..

Ne 8, the Prison for Female Debtors, has a day-room, 14 feet by 13, with a
fire-place ; and one cell, 9 feet by 6, on the ground-floor; and on the upper-story,
one cell of the same size. Alsoaroom, 13 feet by 9, with two bedsteads and a fire-
place, for the use of the sick in this division. The court adjoining is 40 feet by 23.

Ne g, has a day-room likewise, of 14 feet by 13, and two cells on the grouild-
floor, 9 feet by 6 ; two other cells of the same size, on the upper-story ; and a room
for the sick, of 13 feet by 9. The court adjoining to this wing is 40 feet by 36.

Every court-yard has a bench for seating the prisoners; and there are water-
closets at the end of each wing, which are so contrived, that the water runs all the
. time that the closet is opened.

These wings, being detached 15 feet from the Keeper's house, and the open fences
that enclose the court-yards being at the same distance from the house, they form
a court round it; by which means the whole Gaol, and all the prisoners, are con-
veniently attended to, or visited by friends, without going into any of the rooms
or court-yards. _ , : :
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. “The ground-floor of the Keeper's house is raised six steps above the level of the

other buildings; and the windows of the house are so ‘placed, that all the prisoners'
in the different court-yards are under constant . inspection, as well as all persons
coming into the Gaol.

. The Chapel ‘is - in the centre of the Keeper's house, up one pair of stairs. The
prisoners go to it by means of stone galleries, which lead from each wing to the
Cbapel “and it is so partitioned off, that each class is separated in the same manner
asin the Pnson
: By the late regulations, this Gaol, and the nearly adjoining House o/ Correction,
are, in a manner, consolidated. The latter is bounded by a separate wall, which
incloses about an acre of ground; and the Prison stands in the centre, having a
garden round it. It is a square building, the Keeper's house being in front. It
consists of two -divisions: Oné has a day-room, 16 feet by 9 feet 6 inches, and
16 feet high, with a fire-place and sink ; and seven cells, 10 feet by 7, and 12 feet
6 inches high, all on the ground floor; together with a court-yard, 62 feet by 24.

. The other division has also a day-room, of 18 feet by 10, and 16 feet high; with

fourteen, cells, 10 feet by 7, and 12 feet 6 inches high, all on the ground-floor;
and a court-yard, 66 feet by 32. Each of the yards has a pump, to which the
Prisoners have access during the day ; and a sewer in the corner.
- There. are two infirmary rooms up one pair of stairs, each of about 17 feet by 12.
On the top of the Keeper's house are five cells; two of Whlch are 12 feet by 8
and the other three, 10 feet by 6.

« The Chapel here is a room in the Keeper's house ; in size, 13 feet by 9 feet 6.

.. All peor Debtors in‘Bury Gaol have the County Allowance ; and, from the fifth
of November to Lady-Day, the Debtors receive four bushels of coals per week, and
forty Shlllmgs at every Christmas, from ‘a Feoffment, or Deed of Gift.

.. Here is also a most excellent charitable Fund, called ¢« Pemberton’'s Charity,”
(bemg left by a gentleman of that name) Which Fund is directed by the Donor’s
Will, « To be applied by the Trustees towards the' relief of such poor distressed
« Insolvent Deblors, as shall be imprisoned within any of the Gaols of the Cmmty
“ of Suffolk ; either for delivering them out of Prison, or relieving their necessi-
«.ties whilst there, as the Trustees shall think fit ; provided such Debtors be per-
* sons born in Suffolk, and no way indebted to any of the Trustees.”

. TheGentlemen, epgaged in the trust under this very exemplary Charity, frequently
allot three or four, and sometimes five Pounds to poor deserving Debtors, towards
obtaining their dlscharge They also allow to each Debtor two pounds of beef, a
pint of porter, and a twopenny loaf every Sunday; under this condition, however,
“¢ that every Debtor, receiving the bounty, shall regularly attend Chapel, unless
prevented by sickness.” But no Crown-Debtors partake of this charity.
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The RuLrrs, Orpers and REcurLaTiONS for the Government of both the above
Prisons are truly excellent. They are printed for the use of the Gaol and its Guar-
dians ; and I here subjoin with pleasure a few of the most essential Articles:

I. As principally affecting Debtors.

ART. 16. “ The Gaoler shall, at his own expeuce, provide proper bedding for the
Debtors; which, for each room, shall consist of a feather-bed, mattress, pair of blankets,
coverlet, and sheets ; the latter to be changed once a month. The charge to be paid for the
use of the room, including the above, with the expence of cleaning, shall be pamted over
each door.”

ART. 42, “ A TABLE OF FEES AND RATES,
To be paid by Debtors: being regulated as directed by the Act of the 32d Geo.Il. and
s1st Geo. 111 :
To the Gaoler, for Commitment Fee, and Discharge of every Debtor, s. d.
oneach Action, - « = « =« < = @ = <« « « - - - - 8
To the Sheriff, for Discharge on each Action - - - - . . . . 2
To the Gaoler, for a Certificate, in order to sue for a Supersedeas « - 8
To the Gaoler, for each Copy of Warrant - - - - - - - . - 2

¢ The following Rates to be paid to the Gaoler for Room-rent, Lodging, &c.
Every Debtor occupying one of the Rooms No. 1, 2, 3, and 4, shall pay

eachweek = - . =« - o« o - o o & - « = & -« - - 2 0
Every Debtor, occupying one of the Rooms, No. 5, 6, 7, 8, or 9, shall

pay eachweek - - - - - - - - - o - - - - - - 1 6
Every Debtor, occupying one of the other Rooms, appropriated for the

use of Debtors, shall pay eachweek - - - - - - - - - - 1 0
Every Debtor finding his own Bedding, shall pay for his room each week 1 0.”

O O™ O w

II. As respecting Criminals.

ART. 25. “ There shall be provided proper bedding for the use of the Pnsonen
committed on charge, or convicted of Felonies and Misdemeanors, and all necessary utensils
for keeping the Gaol in a state of health and cleanliness.”

ART. 29. “ Every Prisoner, committed for trial, may hire bed and bedding, upon paying
one shilling and sixpence per week.”

III. Comfort and Accommodation.

ART. 31. “ A quantity of coals, not exceeding two bushels a week, from Michaelmas to
Lady-Day; and not exceeding one bushel, from Lady-Day to Michaelmas, shall be allowed
to each division. Should the number of Prisoners, in any division, be materially reduced
the Allowance of Coals shall be regulated at the discretion of the Gaoler.”

ART. 34. “There shall be provided proper scales, weights, and measures, duly stamped,
for the use of the Prisoners, to weigh and measure their allowances,  whenever it shall be
required by them : Notice of which, and likewise their dlﬁ‘erent allowances, shall be painted
on a Board, and hung up in the courts of each Division.

ART. 35. ¢ Convenient places being made where the Prisoners are to wash themselves,
clean towels shall be provided in each Division, twice a week; and the Men shaved every

~Saturday.
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The Employment of the respective Prisoners consists in the grinding of corn,
&c. (for which there are two mills) and in spinning of wool. Each class to be
kept separate, according to the following arrangement, AgT. 21.

“No. 1. and 2. Male Debtors,

3. King’s Evidence ; and, occasionally, other pnsoners

. Convxcted of Misdemeanors.
. Transports, and convicted atrocious Felons.
. For Trial, for such Felonies.
. Do. for small offences.
. Female Debtors.

9. Female Felons for Trial.
10. Females convicted of Misdemeanors.
11. Do. convicted of Felonies.”

A mill has been erected here, upon a very large scale, for the employment of
Convict-Prisoners : It is worked by a wheel, 20 feet in diameter, and about 7 feet
wide in the rim; so as to admit of five Men walking abreast in it: And there has
always been sufficient employ here, in grinding barley for fattening pigs, at one
shilling the coomb; so that it answers very well. I am informed that the mill
itself cost 300l and the building that contains it 300/. more.

€3~ Before an expence, therefore, of this magnitude is incurred, it would be well
to consider, First, whether there is good employment for it: and, secondly, Whether
the average number of Convict-Prisoners be fen; which it will constantly require,
%0 as to relieve each other, or to work it in succession. N. B. The Prisoners here
are chiefly labourers in hushandry; and for men of their vocation it seems pecu-
liarly calculated.

The earnings of the Prisoners employed by the County, are divided in the follow-
ing manner:

Two fifths to the County.

One fifth to the Gaoler, or Governor of the House of Correction ; and

Two fifths to the Prisoners, viz. one fifth of what becomes due to them, is
to be paid them weekly ; and the remaining fifth on their being discharged.

All Prisoners, before trial, have the whole of their earnings. What an idea does
not this convey of British discernment, justice, and the truest philanthropy! Let
Britons ever bear so short a lesson in their minds and hearts.

Every Prisoner here is required to put on clean linen once a week. If they have
it not of their own, it is provided for them, and supplied by the County.

It is not a compliment, but a verdict, to say, That these Prisons do honour to the
County of Suffolk, and are superior to most in this Kingdom, whether we consider
their construction, for answering the three great purposes of security, health, and
morals ; or the singular liberality of the Magistrates, in providing every comfort,
that can tend to alleviate the unspeakable sorrows of Imprisonment.

The Keeper, Mr. Orridge, is well qualified for the discharge of his 1mportant
trust, being active, intelligent, and humane,

o =1 O % »
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BURY Sr. EDMUND'S. Suffolk.
The Town Bridewell.

Keeper, Thomas Bass ; now William Neal, Beadle and Town Crier,
Salary, 6. and a Chaldron of Coals.
Fees, One Shilling on every Commitment.

Surgeon, when wanted, sent by the Town.

Number of Prisoners,
1801, Oct. 15th, - - - - 1, A Boy, then knitting Garters.
1805, Aug. 20th, - - - - g,
1810, Sept. 17th, - - - - 0.

Allowance, One pound and a balf of bread per day, sent from the Baker's.

REMARKS.

- This very curious old building, * majestick, though in ruin,” exhibits a noble

Saxon mansion, consisting of two stories. The second, being the principal one,

bas, at the South end, a double-arched window, supported by columns. Three of
the same double windows occur also on the East side, divided each from the other
by pilasters, or projecting piers. It is built of flint and free-stone; and was long
since converted into a Jewish Synagogue, by a singularity, which it is now needless

to account for. In the old writings it is named * Moses’ Hall.”

The walls, faced with stone, manifest, at this day, their great solidity ; and the
style of the windows bespeaks its venerable age,—not less, perhaps, than the
2ra of the Norman Conquest; soon after which period the Jews settled at Bury in
great numbers. . ' .

In the reign of ‘Henry II. they made this town one of their chief places of resi-
dence, aud thus, certainly paid no ill compliment both to their taste and judge-
ment, for it is situated in a spot so healthy, as on that account to have been called
% The Montpelier of England.” It is said, that in the year 1179, they murdered
here a boy, by crucifying him, in derision of the manner of our Saviour's death. His
riame, it seems, was Robert. The story, having been gravely narrated by one
Joscelyn, a monk of the Abby of Bury, was so gravely credited, that from this
catastrophe, we are told, the lad was canonized, and afterwards reverenced, if not
worshiped, as S¢. Robert the Martyr. -

So many assertions, of the like kind, have, from time to time, appeared against the
Jews, (but especially in the days of the Grand Crusade) as almost to quash that cre-
dence, which they might be intended to establish. Upon some similar occasion,
good Sir Richard Baker, (who was not “an Unbeliever,”) has very Judiciously
remarked, that  Writers, perhaps, had been more complete, if they had left this

story out of their writings.” Possibly it may be esteemed a circumstance more
N
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worthy of notice, that when all the Synagogues of the Jews were ordered to be de-
stroyed, in the 11th year of Edward I1I. (1338) the present structure, though falling
accidentally under that description, happened to escape the general devastation.

The ascent to this Prison was formerly by XIX steps, rising from the street,
whence it was vulgarly called ¢« The Nineteener.,” The entrance to it is now made
through a lobby, of 13 feet by 10, and leads up a stair-case, which, singularly
enough, has as many steps to it, so that it still retains the name of Nineteener. On this
floor is the Keeper’s residence. The first room commmunicating with his apartments,
is of 37 feet by 26; and from it a day-room has been partitioned off by open wood
palisades, for the use of the Prisoners, 21 feet by 18, and 20 feet high ; brick-floored,
and fitted up with a fire-place, three benches, and a table fixed: a leaden cistern
also and sink for prisoners’ washing ; and in pne corner a sewer.

In a passage from this room are two sleeping-cells, of 11 feet each by 7 feet 6;
and up a ladder stair-case are two other cells, of 11 feet by 9. All these are fur-
nished with a crib bedstead, a bed, twa hlankets and a rug, provided by the town.

Water, for the Keeper’s family, and for the use¢ of the prisoners, is brought from
3 publick-house close by ; for which the Corporation pay Five Shillings a year.

As the County Gaol and House of Coarrection receive the Prisoners properly be-
longing to the Fown, persons committed ta this Bridewell are for small offences
only; and Travelling Vagrants are also here lodged for the night, to whom the
Town furnishes straw.

Beneath this Prison are a Guard-House for the Military, the Town-Cage, and a
room far the Fire-Engine. A Town-clock has been lately placed on the top.

—ep—
CAERMARTHEN CASTLE. South-Wales.
The County Gaal and Bridewell.

Gaoler, John Thomas, afterwards Thomas Calkin ; now (1810) Benjamin Waugh.
Salary, 31/. 10s. from the County, and 6!, 6s. from the Borough.
Fees, Debtors and Felons, 13s. 4d. each: Petty Offenders, 3s. 4d. No Table.
For the Conveyance of Transports a Bill is made. Garnish, 2s. 6d.

Chaplain, Rev. Thomas Price.
Duty every Sunday and Holiday. Salary, 121.

Surgeon, Mr. William Price. Salary, 20l. for Felons only.
- Number of Prisoners, 1803, Sept. 29th, Debtors, Six. Felons, &c. Sixteen.

Allowance, to Debtors, none; except very poor, on application to the Parish : to
Felons and other Criminal Prisoners, Two Shillings each per week.
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REMARKS.

This Gaol, finished in 1792, is also the County Bridewell. Here is a spacious
court, 38 yards by 22, for Men and Women Debtors. A well is sunk in it, and a
reservoir prepared to supply the Prison with water; but, having been out of repair
four months, at my visit in 1803, the Prisoners had been without that necessary
article all the time, except what they bought at a halfpenny for a jug-full !

For Debtors here are five rooms below, and five above stairs, each about 12 feet
by 9, with fire-places ; but the windows were much broken and out of repair. They
are all free-wards. The County allows iron bedsteads, with straw-in-sacking beds;
and Five Pounds in coals yearly, to be distributed amongst all the Prisoners.

Formerly there were RuLEs, or Bounds to this Gaol, as at the Fleet and King's-
Bench Prisons, which extended half a mile ; but for 10 or 12 years past ho Debtor
has been permitted to enjoy this privilege.

The Felons have two courts ; one 29 yards by 8, the other 18 yards by 11. Also
eight sleeping cells on the ground-floor, and seven above; with vaulted roofs, dark,
damp, and ill-ventilated. Those below have floors of flag-stone; the upper paved
with brick : Each has an iron bedstead, and straw-in-sacking only to sleep on.

For Bridewell Prisoners ate also two spacious courts, 36 yards by 14 each, and
twenty-four sleeping-cells, 10 feet each by 7, with arched roofs.

The Chapel is in the centre of the Prison; and three lobbies or passages, 4 feet
wide, open into it, for the different classes of Prisoners.

In one of the courts is a long range af work-rooms, but no employment furnished.
~ Transports have not here the King's allowance of 2s.6d. per week ; and, from
sickness, want of water, and filth, were in a state bordering on desperation, and beg-
ging to be sent any where, to get out of so miserable a place. One of them, a
Woman, who had been two years under sentence of transportation, had a young
Child at her breast, of which she said the late Gaoler was the father, A similar
instance I met with at Dover Town-Gaol, in September 1801.

Several of the Prisoners 1 found here ill; and one in particular could not turn
herself in bed: yet, they told me, the Surgeon had not, for two months, either seen
any of them himself, nor sent his Assistant, though frequently applied to.

The several court-yards had loads of ashes and rubbish in them : The Gaoler was
ill in bed, and the Prison in every part appeared totally neglected. Neither the Act
for preserving Health, nor Clauses against Spirituous Liquors were hung up. No
Rules and Orders.

CAERMARTHEN, Borough Gaol. :

Fbrmerly consisted of four rooms in the Old Gate-way. It is now pulled down,

and shops are built on the Scite. The Prisoners are sent to the Castle ; and for this
privilege the Borough allows Six Guineas a year to the Keeper. '
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CAERNARVON. North-Wales.
The County Gaol.

Gaoler, William Griffiths. Salary, 151.
" TFees, Debtors, 7s. besides which the Under-Sheriff demands 3s. 6d. for Ius
Liberate! Felons, 13s. 4d. No Table. For the Conveyance of Trans-
ports he makes a Bill. '

Chaplain, none ; but a Clergyman is desired by the Magistrates to attend a Pri-
soner under sentence of death,

Surgeon, Mr. Currie attends when one is wanteci, and makes a Bill.

Number of Prisoners, Debtors. Felons. Bridewell. Deserters.
1800, Aprilgd, - - - - 2 - - -1 - - - 3 - - - 0
1801, Nov. 7th, - - - - 3 - - - 2 - - - 4 - - - 0
1803, Sept. 20th, - = = 8§ = - =8 - - <« 2 - - - 4

Amongst the Bridewell Prisoners were #wo Lunaticks.

Allowance, to Debtors who are very poor, 2s. per week from the County.
to Felons and other Criminals, 2s. 4d. a week.

REMARKS.

The Gaoler is a Shoemaker : his workshop and apartments occupy the front of
the Gaol towards the street, and a passage in the centre, 12 feet long, leads to
the iron-grated door of entrance.

The Debtors’ day-room is on the right-hand ; the Felons’ on the left; each 27 feet
by 15; and both have fire-places. Here is also, farther on, and in the centre of the
Prison, an inspection-room, 18 feet by 13; and over it another room of the same
size. 'The Gaoler's family ought properly to live here, because both rooms com-
mand the several court-yards; one of which is for Men and Worhen Debtors ; the
second for Male Criminals ; and a third for Females of the same description. Each
court-yard is 72 feet by 31. They are none of them paved; and a pump is in one
of them only, which being out of repair, when I happened to visit the Gaol, the
Prisoners were without that needful article, except as supplied elsewhere. Poultry
. were very improperly kept in the courts.

The Female Criminals’ day-room is 15 feet by 18; and adjoining to it are their
two sleeping-cells, containing two wooden bedsteads, straw-in-ticking bed, a pillow,
two blankets and a rug.

From the Men-Criminals’ day-room a passage, 3 feet wide, leads to their three
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condemned cells, each 8 feet by 6, and 7 feet high, with arched roofs. To these
cells there is attached a small court-yard, for Prisoners under sentence of death.
Above the condemned cells are three others, of the same size, for Felons.

Debtors have six sleeping-rooms above stairs, which are all free-wards, and have
iron bedsteads, with sacking bottoms, straw-in-ticking bed, pillow, two blankets and
a rug, furnished at the County expence.

The Chapel is over the Debtors’ day-room, and of the same size, (27 feet by 14.)
There are three pews in it; and benches also for the Prisoners, who are seated pro-
miscuously, and in_full view of each other. The Infirmary room is about 26 feet
by 11, and stands over the Women Felons’ day-room. All the sleeping cells are
nearly of a size, and fitted up in the same manner.

Neither the Act for preservation of Health, nor the Clauses against Spmtuous

Liquors were hung up. No fuel supplied. No mops, brooms, soap, or towels al-
lowed, to keep the Gaol clean. The lunatick and felon were confined together; a
painful circumstance for both, and which I have been sorry to notice in many
County Gaols.
- The jfour Deserters before mentioned were in double-irons. And here, (as at
Brecon,) 1 found that even a Woman did not escape this savage treatment. Tis
but charity to the inflictors of such tyrannick and unmanly severity to inform them,
that at the Lent Azzize at Thetford, in 1782, Lord Loughborough fined the Gaoler
of Norwich Castle twenty pounds, for putting a Woman in irons.

CAMBRIDGE.
The Town Bridewell.

Keeper, Samuel Barker, a Wool-Comber ; whose Salary was 30l from Mr.
Hobson’s Charity, and 5/. from the University. (See Remarks.) Now Thomas
Leach, who keeps a Chandler’s shop in front of the Prison, and is the bil-
leting Constable of the Town.

Salary, 50l. from Mr. Hobson’s Charity, and 5. 5s. from the University. No
Fees.

Surgeon, for University Prisoners, Mr. Tinney ; for Town ditto, Mr. Bond.
Salary none: They makea Bill.

Number of Prisoners,
1802, Aug. 7th, -
1805, Aug. 25th,
1807, Aug. 30th
1810, Sept. 2d, -

1.

6. :
8, one a Vice Chancellor’s Prisoner.
2, oneof them ditto,

)
L}
)
]
]

Allowance, now, is eight-pence a day to all.
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REMARKS.

This Prison is a square building, surrounded by a boundary-wall, fifteen feet high,
and about five feet distant from the Bridewell. It stands in the back yard of the
Keeper’s house, which was originally bought and endowed for the encouragement of
wool-combers and spinners of this town.

The basis of the institution was a Legacy of the famous and justly celebrated
< University Carrier,” THoMas HoBson of the Town *. His will is dated on Christ-
mas-Eve, 1630, O. S. and on New-Year's Day, 1st January 1630, (the very day on
which lie died,) he added to it the following codicil :

<« Jtem, I give unto the Mayor, Bayliffs, and Burgesses of the Town of Cambndge,
< the sum of One Hundred Pounds ; to the intent, that they shall, within as con-
% venient time as they may, purchase lands or tenements therewith; and the rents
« thereof yearly arising to be employed and bestowed towards the maintenance of
« the House of Correction and Work-house within the town of Cambridge, and of
¢ the poor which shall be set on work there for ever.”

To auswer, as far as might be, the liberal intention of the Testawr the Keeper
of this House of Correction and Work-house was required to be a /#00l-Comber ;
who should employ, not only several hands upon the foundation of the Charity,
but many others ; and amongst them the Prisoners under his charge. At my visit,
however, in 1807, I found the old Keeper almost superannuated, and very little
work done; which is now totally discontinued, and the pious intentions of the
Donor frustrated. ,

The Men Prisoners here have three cells at the entrance of the building, of g feet

each by 7 feet 6, and nearly 8 feet high, with straw laid on the floor; and each also
supplied with a mattress, two blankets, and a rug for bedding.
. For the Women Prisoners there are tem cells of the same size as the former, and
four court-yards, rendered offensive by the sewe# in each. Within the cells a tub
is made to serve the purpose; and for ventiation they have am iron-grating over
each door, through which is an aperture of six inches square. The floors have
all, except one, been repaired since my visit in 1807.

Soap and coals are allowed, yet the whole Prison is very dirty. There is indeed
Lut one pump init; and those confined have not the option, given by good Hobson
to his customers, of * that or none.”

The only employment here is spinning ; and those who work at it have the whole
of their earnings, Neither the Act for preserving Health, nor the Clauses, are
huog up.

* This excellent Man, whose name is celebrated by Milion, and his berieficence recorded in many
parts of Cambridge, was used to let horses out to hire; and, being willing that each should have his
portion of rest, resolutcly refused a choice being made ; but every ene was to take the beast that stood

next in rotation. Little did he think, that the phrase, <* Hobson's choice, That, or none,” would in time
become proverbial. .
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CAMBRIDGE CASTLE.
The County Gaol and Bridewell.

Gaoler, William Gregory ; now Robert Orridge. Salary, 2004
‘Fees, both for Debtors and Felons, are laudably abolished. The Unden-Shenﬁ'
makes no demand for his Liberate. Conveyance of Transports 1s. per mile.

Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Holmes ; now Rev. Mr. Pearce.
Duty, Prayers and Sermon every Sunday, Good Friday, and Christmas Day.
Salary, was formerly 25/. from the County, and 20/ from the Earl of Hard-
wicke, Lord Lieutenant: But the County having increased the Salary for
MTr. Pearce to 50/. his Lordship has ever since discontinued his donation. .

Surgeon, Mr. Oakes. Salary, 26¢. 5s. for Debtors and Criminals.

Number of Prisoners, Debtors, Felons. Bridewel, &c.
1800, Aug.20th, - - - = 8 - - - - 8§ = - - = 10
1802, Aug. 7th, - - - - 6 - - - « 1 - - - - 9
1805, Aug. 25th, - - <« - 14 - - - - & - - - - 4
1807, Aug. goth, - - - - 11 - - - - §5 + - - - 2
1810, Sept. 1st, - - - - 8 - - - - 3 - - - - 3

Allowance, to every Prisoner 7 lbs. of good bread per week; to be at least one
day old.—To every Felon Convict two ounces of salt per week, and 12 lbs. of
potatoes, except in the months of June and July ; when, in lieu of potatoes,
each Prisoner is supplied with 3. Ibs. of rice, or pulse, weekly.

REMARKS.

This New Gaol, built in the centre of the Old Castle-Yard, was completely
finished, and began to be inhabited in the year 1810 *.

The boundary-wall, 20 feet high, encloses an acre and quarter of ground; and
being, upon an average admeasurement of the circuit, about 30 feet from the Prison,
it affords the Keeper a convenient garden for the growth of vegetables.

The Turnkey’s lodge is in front of the building, and occupies a space of about
eighteen feet; so that executions, which are to be performed on the flat-roof of the
whole (about 38 feet by 15), may be rendered more public.

On the right-hand, at the entrance, are two reception-rooms, for the examination
of the Prisoners, in point of health, previous to their being admitted to the interior:

~* It may be proper here to remark, that Debtors from the Isle of Ely are generally sent to this Castle-
Gaal of Cambridge.
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Also two sleeping-cells above, 8 feet by 6 each, lighted and ventilated by iron-
grated windows, and an aperture of six inches in the opposite walls near the door.
These cells, (like all the others in this Gaol) are supplied with iron-bedsteads on
stone bearers, straw-in-éacking beds, two blankets, and a rug; and to each of them
is a small semicircular court-yard, of 18 feet diameter, with a water-closet.

On the left-hand of the entrance is a room, of 14 feet by 12 feet 9, with glazed
windows ; where Prisoners, upon their admission, are stripped, washed, and the
County clothing is put on : alsoan oven, for purifying any thing offensive in their own
apparel, together with a warm and cold bath. Over this are the Turnkey's sleeping-
room, and another, in which locks, irons, &c. are deposited. The Prisoners’
clothes are then ticketed and hung up, to be given back to them at their discharge.

The Turnkey’s sitting and sleeping-room windows command a view of four
court-yards. The Gaoler's house stands in the middle of the area ; and the approach
to it is by a narrow slip, enclosed by posts and chains, extending 55 feet by 16, and
bordered with flowers and shrubs.

On the ground-floor, which is elevated three feet above ground, are the Keeper’s
hall, parlour, and kitchen, together with the Visiting Magistrates’ Committee Room,
the windows of which also command all the court-yards of the Prison, except those
appropriated to the Women-Debtors, and Women-Felons, which are under the eye
of the Turnkey. - '

In the Gaoler’s house, and on the same floor with the Chapel, are two rooms,
furnished, for Master's Side Debtors, at 10s. 6d. per week ; and both these rooms
were inhabited at my visit in 1807. But their respective tenants were absent from
Divine service.

In the centre of the building is a circular stair-case, made of oak, leading up to
the Chapel, which is on the first story, and has a door opening into it from each of
the wings. The Prisoners are there seated, in eight divisions, appropriated to their
several classes, and all in full view both of the Minister and the Gaoler.

- Above the Chapel are three rooms, originally intended for the sick, about 15 feet
square, and 9 feet high, with an apartment for a nurse; and to each is assigned a
leaden sink and water—closet. I twice visited the Gaol in 1807, and plainly saw
that these rooms, so designed, and so fitted up for the purpose of Infirmaries, would
soon be the Gaoler's rooms only ; because, in each of the wings, I found (in August)
that two cells were making into one, for the purpose now laid aside. My conjec-
tures appear to have been just; for, in September 1810, Mr. Orridge told me they
were then used as sleeping-rooms for his servants. To Him there could be no
objection, whilst not wanted for the Prisoners. They certainly have many con-
veniencies, which the cells cannot afford to Invalids.

Here is also a reservoir, with a warning-pipe, that supplies the whole Prison
with water, and holds 36 barrels: and at the top of the building is a lead-flat,
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about 40 feet square, with a parapet wall, for convalescents to take air and
exercise. g

The Gaol itself consists of four wings, detached from the Keepers house by an
area of sixteen feet, and encircled by the ten different court-yards, whose average -
size is 55 feet by 40, with open fences at each end, so that a thorough air is trans-
mitted. Each tourt-yard has in the centre a brass cock and stone sink, and is pro-
vided with a water-closet. ’

One wing is solely appropriated to the Debtors, and has two court-yards the
one of them (N° 8 and 9,) for Men, the other (N° 10,) for Women.

Master’s-Side Debtors have a Day-room, 16 feet by 14, and 9 feet 6 inches hlgh
with a fire-place and two sleeping-rooms, 9 feet each by 7 feet 6, and of the same
height. Over these are four other sleeping-rooms of the like dimensions ; all of which
have sashed glazed windows, with iron bedsteads on stone bearers, and are furnished
with beds at 1s. 6d. per week, for such as can afford it. They are all single beds, :
and the rooms are arch-roofed.

Common-Side Debtors have a day or mess-room, 23 feet by 14, 9 feet 6 high;
and ten sleeping-cells, of the same size as those on the Master’s-Side; to which the
Couaty furnishes a straw-in-sacking bed, two blankets and a coverlet each.

Women-Debtors have their day~room on the ground-floor, 14 feet by 13 feet 6;
and two sleeping-rooms above, fitted up in the same manner as the Men’s. All the
day-rooms have benches to sit upon, and fire-places.

The Male-Convicts’ day-room is also 14 feet by 13 feet 6, with a work-room of
the same size; and two sleeping-cells, each 9 feet 6 by 6 feet 2, and 9 feet 6 inches
high. Abové these are six other sleeping-cells, of like dimensions, with wooden
shutters to keep out the weather, and a square of knobbed glass in one shutter ; oppo-
site to which is a grated aperture, of 9 inches, for ventilation. The passage to these
is about 50 feet long, 3 feet 6 inches wide, with a window at each end; and three
circular gratings opening into the roof for air. Each of the above cells is fitted up

with a cast-iron bedstead, 6 feet long, by 2 feet 3 inches wide; a straw mattress,
~ straw-in-sacking bed, two blankets, and a coverlet.

Men Felons, before trial, (Class I.) have a lobby, or passage, the same as that
above noticed ; which leads to their day-room, work-room, and eight sleeping-cells,
all of the likesize, and fitted up in the same manner as those for the Men-Convicts.

Men Felons, of Class II. have their day and working-room in one, of 20 feet
by 14 ; with five sleeping-cells the same as already described. And above are three
condemned-cells for Convicts under sentence of death, with a day-room, 14 feet
square, which has a fire-place, benches to sit on, and a water-closet.

The Women-Felons have, on the ground-floor, a day-room, 14 feet by 13 feet 6;
and three sleeping-cells above it, exactly like those assigned for the Male-Felors.

o
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" The Men-Prisoners of the House of Correction, or Bridewell, (Class 1.) have both:

a day and work-room, each of the same size as the last-mentioned ; also two cells
on the ground-floor, and six above, with a passage, and fitted up like the pre-
ceding. Those of Class II. have the same number of cells, and the like accommo-
dations.

Women Bridewell Prisoners have their day-room and work-room below, and over
them six sleeping-cells, the same as the Men.

All the sleeping-cells throughout this Gaol and Bridewell are alike in size; but
those of the Debtors have glazed windows. Every door has a small wicket in it,
about six inches square, through which the Keeper inspects the cell, without going
into it.

The communication from the different wings to the Chapel is. by four stone
bridges, with iron-rails over the area, of 16 feet, round the Keeper's house. These
bridges serve, not only for a passage-way in different directions to the Chapel, but
likewise for the Keeper to visit the various districts at night, as he may find occasion..
-~ In his garden is an engine-house, where the pump, worked by two Men-Prisoners,.
one at each handle, fills the reservoir, before noticed, in about two hours. When
full, the warning-pipe, which is in the cistern, or reservoir, at the Keeper's house,
gives notice to leave off. The well, from whence the water is thus drawn, must be
a happy resource. 1 was assured it is no less than 140 feet deep, and 8 feet in
diameter; and that the water, with which nature supplies it, constantly rises, after
‘pumping, to within 6 feet of the surface.

Debtors in this Prison have occasional relief, though very scantily, from legacles
and donations, paid by several Colleges in the University of Cambridge.

From Sidney-Sussex College, four pounds are annually given at Christmas to poor
Debtors. In 1801, that sum was distributed and applied as follows, viz.—To six.
poor Debtors a shirt each, and the rest in coals and bread ;—in 1806, to five poor
Debtors a shirt each, and the rest in coals:—in 1809, the four pounds were distri--
buted to four poor Debtors, in coals, meat, and bread.

From Saint John's College, sixteen-penny worth of bread every Saturday morning.
- At Christmas, in each year, a Collection is sometimes suffered to be publicly
made in the Town of Cambridge ; which now and then has amounted to one guinea
for each poor Debtor : but, as to sanction this Application the Signature of the Vice-
Chancellor is held necessary, (which cannot always be obtained,) I understand
that a new Collection was not made till Christmas in the year 1804 ; and the last
~ in 1806, which to nine poor Debtors produced 3s. 9d. a piece.

About sixteen shillings, as a Donation, or Legacy, are also made payable, in some
sort, from an Estate at Croxton, in the County of Cambridge ; but no memorzal of it
is recorded in the Gaol.
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£33 The payment of this Donation, Legacy, or Rent-charge, was, at one time,
two years in arrear. My apphcatxons respecting it, for some time, proved meﬁ'ec-
tual; but I am informed it is now regularly and justly paid.

Prisoners belonging to this Gaol are tried at the Town Hall, which is half a mile
distant; and they walk thither,—digito pretereuntium monstrari, et dicier
Hic est! .

The Contents, or various departments of this Prison, may best be shewn by the
following enumeration of the different rooms, and how they are applied.

: Rooms.
Reception Cells, 2. Men-Debtors, Master's-Side, 6. - - - - - - 8

Men-Debtors, Common-Side, 10. Women-Debtors, 2. - - - - « 13
Men-Convicts, 8. Convicts under Sentence of Death, 3. - - - - - 11
Men-Felons, (ClassI.) 8. Ditto, (ClassIL.) 5. « - - « - - - - 18
House of Correction, Men, (Class L) - = <« - « <« - « - - - 8

Ditto, (ClassIL) - - - - - <« - =« - <« 8
Women-Felons, 3. House of Correction, Women, 6. - - - - - - 9

Total, - ~ - - - - . 69,

Here is no employment yet furnished by the County. The Visiting-Magistrates,
Chaplain, and Surgeon, regularly enter their Reports in books kept for that purpose :
But neither the Act for preserving the Health of Prisoners, nor the Clauses against
their use of Spirituous Liquors, are hung up.

The Rures and OrpEers for the Government of the Gaol, were confirmed by
the Judges at the Summer-Assizes in 1808.

On my visit to the old Gaol, in August 1802, the Prisoners stated, that Divine
service had not been performed there for some months, nor any religious attention
paid to them. For this suspension of duty, the reason, afterwards asslgned turned
out to be, “ Thata Felon had made his escape on the way to Chapel, in going
across the Old Castle Yard.” It was, indeed, not only spacious, but insecure; and,
in consequence, no Prisoners thenceforward were indulged the use of it; such only
excepted, as were confined for small sums, and in whom the Keeper (then Gregory)
could place confidence.

The complaint above-mentioned, however, was at length removed. On the 25th
of August, 1805, I found twelve out of the fourteen Debtors, and all the Criminal
Prisoners, attending Divine service as formerly. On the 3oth of August, 1807, only
five Debtors out of the eleven were present; but, on the 2d of September, 1810, all
the Debtors, except one, and all but one of the Criminals, attended Chapel both
morning and afternoon ; when their behaviour was orderly, and attentive to a very
appropnate discourve,
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. An allowance of coals is made to Felons, and House of Correction Prisoners,
yearly, from Michaelmas to Lady-Day ; but Debtors are obliged to provide fuel for
themselves. Mvops, brooms, pails, soap, and other articles for cleanliness, are granted
by the County. The Gaoler appears to be humane and attentive to his charge, and:
the Prison is very clean. -

CAMBRIDGE.
The Town Gaol.

Gaoler, _Thomds Adt—zms,. Bell-man of the Town. . Salafy, 20l. .
Fees, for Debtors and Criminals, 13s. 4d. each.. No Table. Garnish abolished..

Chaplain, none ; nor Divine Service ever performed here..

Surgeon, if wanted, sent from: the Town.

Number of Prisoners, Debtors. Criminals.
1800, May 16th, e B T T
1801, Aug. 20th, e .
1802, Aug. 7th, - - - - - - 0 - - - - - - - 2
1807, Aug. 30th, - - - - - 0 - - - - - - - 5
1810, Sept. 2d, - - - - -"- 0 - - - - - - - 3

Allowance, to Debtors, none statedly : But see Remarks. :
to Criminals, sixpence a day in bread and cheese.

REMARKS..

Formerly here was a room below, for Criminals, 21 feet by 7, called The Hole ;
and above it another, termed The Cage. On a visit, in August 1800, I had the
pleasure to find that The Cage had fallen into The Hole, and both formed a heap
of ruins. The Prisoners were destitute of court-yard, water, and allowance.

The present’GaoI, erected in 1788, has a small court-yard, about 18 feet square,
with a pump and sewer in it, for Prisoners of every description. There are five
cells below for Criminals, each about 9 feet by 6, and 7 feet 6 inches high. Above
are two rooms for Men and Women Debtors, and a day-room, 24 feet by 15. They
pay weekly two shillings for a single bed each; and if two sleep together, each

pays one shilling and three-pence. The Town allows straw and blankets to Cri-
minals.

The cells are ventilated by an iron-grating over each door, in which is made an
wperture, about 6 inches square. There is one dark, solitary cell, with a double
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door; the inner one of wood; the outer, iron-grated, and ventilated by an iron—
grating above it: also one cell in the garden, of 9 feet by 5.

No-employment is furnished by the Town; but Prisoners are allowed to work,
on their own account, if they can procure the means.

Debtors receive broken bread from several of the Colleges every Friday, which
a Woman is paid fourpence a time for collecting. The Mayor of Cambridge sends
yearly three sacks of coals for both Debtors and Criminals, which. are occasionally
used, either to cook their victuals in the house, or to warm themselves by, there
being no common room for them accommodated with a fire-place.

Water is now accessible to all: the Prisoners. I found the Gaol clean, though
more than two years since its having been white-washed : But it appears to be inse-
eure; for, about a month prev:ous to my visit in 1802, a house-breaker had made
his escape through a breach in the brick-work.

Neither the Act for preserving: Health, nor the Clauses against Spirituous Liquors,
-were hung up..

————

| ' CANTERBURY.
~ The Gaol, and House of Correction.

Gaoler, Samuel Aris. Salary, 200l. with-coals, candles, and'soap:
Fees, none. Garnish prohibited:

Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Chafey.. Salary, 50..
Duty, Prayers and Sermon every Sunday; and Prayers on Wednesday and.
Friday..

Surgeon, Mr. Chandler. Salary, 20l

1809, July 10th, Felons and Petty Oﬂ"enders, 28.

Number of Pri ,{
nmber of THSoErS: 1 1810, July oth, Ditto, - - - - - 15

Allowance, one pound of bread per day, and a pint of gruel, with salt. To those
who work in the outer ground, half a pound of meat, with vegetables, for
Dinner; and the next day broth, from the meat that has been boiled: also
a pint of 20s. table beer.at dinner, and half a pint of strong beer in the after-
noon.

REMARKS.
This New’ Gaol for. the Eastern division of Kent, (substituted instead of the
Old Prison, called St. Dunstan’s,) is erected on the scite of St. Augustin’s Monastery,

a little’ way out of Town; and the Prisoners were removed hither on the 14th of.
December :1808. -
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- The boundary<wall is an octagon, enclosing about two acres of land : the entrance
to it is through the Turnkey’s lodge ; and on the ground-floor are his sitting-room,
a wash-house with a boiler, warm and cold baths, and an oven to punfy foul or
infected clothes. :

Here is a reception-room also, of 12 feet 7 inches by 6 feet 45 in which Prisoners
are examined, properly cleaned, and must be found clear from any infectious disorder,
previous to their admission into the interior of the Gaol. For the use of this room
a court-yard, 14} feet square, and a water-closet, are provided.

Above stairs are the Turnkey's sleeping-room, and another apartment, for the New
Prisoners’ clothes to be ticketed and hung up, till he is discharged, in case the
County clothing was put on at his admission. Also two sleeping-cells, of 9 feet each
by B, with arched roofs, and iron-grated windows; which have inside shutters; with
a pane of knob-glass in them, to put-up at night.

After passing through the lodge, an avenue, 40 feet long, and enclosed with posts and
chains, leads into the Prison ; which is a handsome stone-fronted building, with the
Gaoler's house in the centre. This, likewise, is ofan octagon construction ; and from it
the several court-yards are very judiciously and completely inspected. Onthe ground-
floor is also the Magistrates' Committee-Room, of 14 feet, and in the same form.

The Prison consists of three wings: That for Felons is 53 feet long, and 32 feet
wide; the other two are 46 feet by 32, detached from the Keeper's house by an
area 12 feet square, which, with the different court-yards, completely surround it.
In all the wings there is a partltlon-wall 14 inches thick, running along the centre;
so that each compartment, in a manner, contains two Prisons.

The North-wing is for Male Felons, beﬁ)re and after conviction ; and of these
two descriptions each has a separate court, 40 feet by 35, with a day-room 14 feet
square. It is most humanely fitted up, with a fire-place; and a fixed grate, shovel,
tongs, poker, and coal-box, are provided; for to each day-room a peck of coals
is daily allowed, and even more, in case the weather should be particularly severe.
Cooking vessels also are assigned, together with trenchers and spoons: tin pots,
or basons, with handles, to breakfast out of: a roller and towel are supplied to
every room, and mops, brooms, pails, and soap, for personal and prison cleanliness.
‘The iron-grated windows are glazed, the floors are of brick; and adjoining to each
day-room is a working-room, of 14 feet square, with a fire-place.

The lobbies, or passages, leading to the cells, are 3 feet 6 inches wide, with bricked
floors. This wing contains seventeen sleeping-cells ; five, on the ground-floor, have
grated and glazed windows, and the other twelve above are secured with iron grat-
ings, and have each an inside shutter, with a pane of knobbed glm in them, to be
put up at night.

The attick compartment of this wing, which is one story hxgher than the other
two, contains four infirmary rooms; two of them are g1 feet by 14, and the
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rest 16 feet by 10, and 10 feet high: with iron bedsteads on casters, having a screw
so constructed, as Zo raise the head of the sick Prisoner;. and furnished with flock
beds, a pair of sheets, two blankets, and a rug. To these comforts also are added a
stone sink, lined with lead, the water for which is laid on with a cock; and in each
room are two or three chairs, with fire-places, grates, and large sash-windows. Even
over the door of each' room is a sash window, about a yard square, which turns on
a pivot for ventilation. .Such attentions surely demand notice.

Between the Infirmary rooms are a lobby, with a water-closet, and a neat surgery
apartment, of 14 feet by 7, fitted up for medicines, &c.

The flat leaden roof, defended by a parapet-wall, is very conveniently appropri-
ated to conyalescents, for taking the air; and upon it is placed a large reservoir,
replenished, as needful, by a forcmg pump, which supplies the whole Prison with:
excellent water.. .

The East and West wings have court-yards, day-rooms, and vyorkmg—rooms,
similar to those already described ; and twentyfour sleeping-cells, making, in the
whole, forty-one: each of them 9 feet by 6, and 9 feet high.

The apartments below have glass-casement windows ; those above are furnished
with inside shutters; and in every door thereis a wicket, with iron-gratings, each
@ inches square; a cast-iron bedstead on stone-bearers, supplied with a straw mat-~
tress, straw-in-ticking bed, two blankets, and a rug.

. The court-yards, (seven in number) have each a bench for the Prisoners to sit on;
and water-closets are judiciously placed in them.

The three wings are detached twelve feet distant from the Keeper's house; and
the open fences, which enclose the court-yards, being at the same-distance from the
house, form an ample area round it: by which means the whole Gaol is conveni-
ently attended to, and the Prisoners are visited by their friends, without the necessity-
of going into any of the rooms, or court-yards.

The ground-floor of the Keeper's house is raised three feet above the level of the
other buildings ; and the windows are so placed, that all the Prisoners, in the several
court-yards, are under constant inspection, as well as every other person coming
- into the Gaol.

The Chapel is placed in the centre of the Keepers house, up one pau- of stairs.
The Prisoners go into it by meaus of stone galleries, leading from each wing to the
Chapel ; which is so partitioned off, that each class is kept separate, in the same
manner as in the Gaol. The Keeper has an alarm-bell at the top.

From the boundary—wall a space of 24 feet encircles the whole Prison, and its
court-yards : and thus affords the Keeper an excellent garden for the growth of
vegetables.. The Sessions-house adjoins the boundary-wall, and Prisoners are
brought into court for trial by a subterraneous passage.

The Visiting-Magistrates, Chaplain, and Surgeon, make their Remarks every
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time they inspect or visit the Gaol; which are entered into the proper books by
a Clerk, in the same manner of peculiar mealness, as are all the accounts of this
Prison.

The following voluntary DONATIONS, which for several years were sent to the
Prisoners in St. Dunstan’s Gaol, are now transferred to that of St. Augustin; viz.

Ten shillings a year, by the County at large, for Religious Books. They were
sent to the Old Gaol when I was there in September 1804. Two guineas by the
Dean and Chapter, and two guineas by the Dean for the time being ; which afford
the Prisoners a dinner on the three great festivals of Christmas, Easter, and
Whitsuntide. And also other occasional aid. ’

These Donations have been usually made in the month of December.
. €3~ Prisoners committed hither by the Magistrates, or sentenced at Sessions to
hard labour, are employed in ground belonging to the Gaol, but without the walls;
and a Man is paid eighteen pence a day by the County for guarding them.

TANTERBURY, Kent.
The City Bridewell.

Keeper, Humphrey Crouch; who is also Master of the Workhouse.
Salary, Two Shillings on each Commitment; one of which the Beadle receives.

Surgeon, Mr. Trimnel. Salary, 750. for Workhouse ami Bridewell.

1803, Sept. 25th, - - -~ - One Woman.
Prisoners, {1808, Aug. 14th, - - - - One Man.
1810, July 9th, - - - - One Woman.

Allowance, to Men, seven ounces of bread, at three times a day: To Women,
five ounces, ditto. And water is broyght in thrice a day by the Keeper.

REMARKS.

This Bridewell is situate in Stour-Street ; and consists of a room about 12 feet
square, in the front court of the Workhouse, furnished with wooden bedsteads,
straw-in-hop bagging, and two blankets to each. And in it are fixed the whipping-
stocks, and a block for beating hemp. '

Here is no court-yard ; but a smal one might be taken from that assigned to the
Workhouse, which is finely situated, as the Stour rivulet runs between the two
courts. The Workhouse has two well-ventilated cells, of 10 feet by 7, with sewers,
which empty themselves into the stream. These cells are intended for the refrac-
tory poor; and very convenient, if a Man and Woman should at one time be com-
mitted to the Bridewell.
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CANTERBURY. Kent.
The City Gaol.
Gaoler, Evan Jones. Salﬁry, 150. Fees, Debtors and Felons, 13s. 4d. No Table.

Chaplain, none: but the Rev. Mr. Chafey attends, if any Prisoner is under sen-
tence of death.

Surgeon, Mr. Trimnel, who makes a Bill.

~ Number of Prisoners, ~ Debtors. Felons, &c.
1800, March g6th, - - - 1 - - - - o
1801, Sept. 20th, - - - 2 - - - - 3.
1803, Sept. 24th, - - - 2 - - - - 3.
1806, Aug. 13th, - - - 2 - - - - 1.
1808, Aug. 15th, - - - 2 - -.- '{f'for Bastardy.
1809, Julygth, - - 3 - - - - 8.

{ One of whom was under Sentence

1810, July gth,- - - - 0o - - - of Death; and one for Bastardy.

Allowance, the half of a half-gallon loaf per day ; the weight of which, at my
' visits, was 2 lbs. 20z. 12drs. '

REMARKS,

This Gaol is over the West Gate. Here is only one common day-room, which,
till within these few years was about 27 feet square; but, having recently had five
sleeping-cells for Criminals taken out of it, it is now a mere slip of a room, with a
fire-place at one end, a pump with a stone-sink at the other end; and, in the
corner, an uninclosed, uncovered, and filthy sewer. The pump is luckily supplied
with water by a forcing syphon from below; otherwise it must be unbearably
offensive. . ~

In this wretched place, Debtors and Felons, male and female, with those com-
mitted for assaults or bastardy, mix indiscriminately throughout the day! The
nasty state of the walls, cielings, and floors, shews how very little attention is paid to
that Clause of the Statute, which enjoins, ¢ That once in the year, at least, the

. Gaols shall be white-washed.”

In each of the two Towers there is a sleeping-room, 11 feet 6 inches diameter,
and well-ventilated ; but a bucket here supplies the place of a sewer, and no water
is accessible. ‘ .

The Gaoler told me that he sometimes permitted a Prisoner to walk on the
leads ; but as I never found any to whom this indulgence was granted, at my several
visits, I believe it to be only when he bad leisure or inclination to attend them.

r
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Escapes, it seems, have been effected ; and this, he told me, was the reason why
Criminals, for comparatively trivial offences, were heavily double-ironed.

The stated bedding here is a rush-mat, laid on the floor, with two blankets and
arug: but I never saw more than one old rush-mat in each cell; and in three of
them was only one old rag of a rug, and a bit of tattered blanket in the other two,
which I learned had been furnished by the City. Whatever addition there was to
this scanty supply, the Prisoners’ friends had sent in. A stranger, who visited the
Gaol in July 1809, sent them twelve rugs. There were at that time three Debtors,
(but one of them, an Officer, being able to pay for a bed, was accommodated in
the Keeper's house, which nearly adjoins the Gaol;) and also eight Criminal Prisoners.
These rugs had been well taken care of by the Gaoler, who told me, in July 1810,
that they had been of the greatest service to poor Prisoners, particularly in the cold
inclement weather preceding.

An old Man, to whom the Corporation give yearly a great-coat and laced hat,
goes about the City with a basket every Saturday, to collect from the green-stalls and
butchers, meat and vegetables: For his trouble he receives one-third of the Collec-
tion, and the remainder is divided equally among all the Prisoners.

No court-yard: no Rules and Orders. The Act for preservation of Health, and
Clauses against the use of Spirituous Liquors, are not hung up. A begging-box
is fixed, indeed, in the wall of the gate ; but so obscured now, by rustand dirt, as not
easily to be seen.

The state in which this miserable Prison is suffered-to remain, is certainly a dis-
credit to this highly respectable City,— a Metropolitan See!” But I would humbly
submit, That whilst it is continued as a place of long confinement, the walls and
cells be frequently washed with unslacked lime during its effervescence ; the floors
sprinkled, and the cells fumigated with vinegar. This would greatly freshen and
relieve the air, tending to counteract the effects of so many pitiable creatures being
congregated in so small a space. A dwarf partition also, placed before the detestable
sewer, would separate the sexes when decency most requires it. There were two
Women-Prisoners in this room at my visit in 1809.

The pitiable Man whom I found here under sentence of death in July 1810,
was a Roman Catholick, and wished to be attended by one of his persuasion, rather
than by Mr. Chafey, who offered his spiritual services. He seemed truly penitent,
and burst into tears when I addressed him. L

It were needless, surely, to add, that this opprobrious Gaol is seldom, if ever,
visited by the Magistrates. It cannot be:—Having remarked on the wretched
bedding, or rather no-bedding, at my previous visits, without any suitable effect,
(for the rugs then found, as a Wanderer’s Gift, had not produced a single blanket of
comfort,) it is evident that very little attention is paid to the hapless Prison, or its
concerns ; and I can even doubt, whether the Mayor, or his Brethren, either know,
or remember if they have known, any thing about them.
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CARDIFF. Glamorganshire, South-Wales.
The County Gaol.
Gaoler, Thomas Morgan. Salary, 100l.

Fees, Debtors, 6s. 8d. Felons, 13s. 4d. No Table. For Conveyance of Trans-
ports a Bill is made. :

Chaplain, Rev. Jokn Evans ; now Rev. Jokn Jones. Duty, Prayers and Sermon
on Sunday. Salary was 30/.; now 40/.

Surgeon, Mr. Williams ; now Mr. Griffiths. Salary, heretofore, 20l. now 30l

for Debtors and Felons.

Number of Prisoners, Debtors. Felons, &c. Deserter.
1801, Nov.21st, - - - 5 - - - = 8§ = = = - - 0.
1803,0ct. 2d, - - - - 6 - - - 4 - - - - - 1.
1810, May 9th, - - - 10 - - - - 7 - - - - - 0.

Allowance, to all descriptions of Prisoners, 2s.6d. each per week, by theCounty.

REMARKS.

This Gaol has three large airy court-yards, one of which is 54 feet by 45 ; the
second, 48 feet square; and the third, 36 feet by 27; paved with ﬂag-stone, and
supplied with a pump and sewer.

One court-yard is appropriated to the Debtors; who have a firee-ward, or common
sleeping-room, capable of holding four beds, for such Men-Debtors as cannot
supply their own, and to whom the County allows straw: Also six rooms, 16 feet
by 14, for those who can pay 2s. per week for bed and bedding. Debtors are no
longer confined in the Town-Gaol now.

The Chapel is in the centre of the building, neat and commodious, where Debtors
and Felons are placed separately to hear Divine service.

Two rooms, about 16 feet square, and a bath, are assigned for the sick ; ‘but the
latter, I understood, had not been used for two years.

The Felons have the other two court-yards, with a day-room to each, having
fire-places, for which fuel is supplied by the County. They have, likewise, seven
sleeping-cells on the ground-floor ; eight others above them ; and two more, set apart
for Prisoners under sentence of death, which are very near the Chapel. The cells
are all 7 feet 5 by 6 feet 9, and 10 feet high, with arched roofs, well-ventilated; and
separated by lobbies, or passages, 4 feet wide, which respectively lead to the Chapel.

One of the above cells had an iron bedstead ; the others, straw on the floors, with
arug toeach. Here is a cast-iron stove, with pipes to convey warmth to the cells ;
but more particularly to those, in which Prisoners are consigned to solitude.
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I found the Prison \very clean: but, in 1803, the pumps in the court-yards had
all been out of order for above four months, owing to the dry weather, and the wells
not being sunk sufficiently deep. The Surgeon, I was told, never visits the Gaol,
but when sent for.

Here is no employment furnished to the Prisoners. Transports have not the
King’s allowance of 2s. 6d. per week. The Act for preserving Health, and Clauses

against Spirituous Liquors, both hung up.
The Great Sessions are removed from Cowbridge hither.

CARDIFF, Town Gaol.
Keeper, The Town Constable.
It consists of two rooms, arched with brick, under the Town-Hall. Debtors not

being now sent hither, the Prisoners here are only conﬁned for a mght At my
visit, 2d October, 1803, there were none.

.o
—————

CARDIGAN. South-Wales.
The County Gaol and Bridewell. -

Gaoler, William Langdon. Salary, 30l.
Fees, for Debtors and Bridewell Prisoners, 6s. 8d. For Felons, tried at the

Great Sessions, 13s. 4d. and for the Conveyance of Transports, 1s. per mile.
Chaplain, Rev. John Evans. Salary, 20l. Duty, on Sundays, and at other

times, if required. o
Surgeon, Mr. Williams.” Salary, for Debtors and Felons, 10L
Number of Prisoners, . Debtors. Felons. . Bridewell.
1801, Nov. goth, - - - - 6 - - - - 5 - - - - 2
1803, Sept. 26th, .5 - - '3 - - - - 1 - - - - 0.

Allowance, to Debtors, none whatever. If the Debtor be poor, he must apply to
his parish for relief. ' To the Gaoler, for the maintenance of Felons and
other Criminal Prisoners, 4s. 8d. each per week.

REMARKS.

This Gaol, which 'is also the Bridewell, was finished and inhabited in 1797, and
stands at the North-end of the Town ; having in front a paved court, 42 feet by 87,
with cast-iron palisades, which give it a very handsome appearance.
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On one side of the entrance is the Gaoler’s kitchen, and, on the other side, his
office; beyond which, and in the centre of the building, is the Great-Hall, or
Inspection-Room, 38 feet by 30, of a circular shape: It has a flag-stone floor, with
two fire-places, and four windows, commanding a view of the four different courts,
each of which is 20 yards by 16.

@ Were the Gaoler to live in the Great-Hall, he would then have a full and
complete view of the whole Prison, from a point the most eligible for effectual inspec-
tion : But, at my last visit, in September 1803, I found it filled with corn, and two
Men were absolutely threshmg it out! The six passages, which lead to the Cri-
minals’ sleeping-cells, open into this room.

For Debtors here are four rooms on the ground-floor, and four above stairs, each
13 feet by 11, and _furnished with ﬁre-places ; but no fuel allowed, which had rather
a tantalizing appearance. Straw is the only bedding supplied by the County for
Prisoners of every description.

The entrance to the Felons” ward is at the lower end of the Great-Hall, and forms
a detached wing of the Gaol. - They have four sleeping-cells below, and four above
stairs, éach 10 feet 6 inches by 9 feet, and-10" feet 6 inches high. To this wing
are attached two small courts, 15 feet each by 11; but, as being out of the Gaoler's
view, the Prisoners seldom have the use of them. :

The Bridewell part of the Prison 'comprizes twelve rooms and sleeping-cells,
about 10 feet each by 8, with loose straw in them to sleep on.

The Chapel is properly partltloned off, so that the sexes do not see each other ;
their respective lobbies leading distinctly to their seats. Over the Chapel are two
rooms for the sick, each 38 feet by 30, the size of the Great Hall below. They are
both light and airy, and furnished with fire-places.

There is no water laid on to the premises of this County-Prison: The Keeper must
therefore fetch it from a well, a quarter of a mile distant: Even the inhabitants
purchase water for their own use. No bath: The whole Prison is, and must be,
very dirty, till some improvement ‘takes place, to supply the means of ablution
and cleanliness. Geese, ducks, and poultry inhabited the court-yards. The Prison
is a new structure, of little more than ten years standing. A Lunatick was ‘here
confined with a Felon! No particular care seemed to be taken ‘of the maniacs
although, probably, by medicines, and a proper regimen, some, at least, of this
melancholy description, might be restored both to reason and usefulness in life. -

. No Tableof Fees. No fuel allowed to any part of the Prison.  Seldom visited-by
Magistrates. No Rules and Orders: Neither the Act hung up,. for preserving the
Health of Prisoners, nor the Clauses against their use of Spirituous Liquors.
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CARLISLE. Cumberland.
The City and County Gaol.

Gaoler, Joseph Mullender ; afterwards Robert Nichole; now Richard Jackson.
Salary, 40/. and to a Blacksmith Two Guineas for his attendance.
Fees, Debtors, 11s.  Felons, 13s: 4d. No Table. Transports, 1s. a mile to
Whitehaven. Garnish, 1s. 6d. : o

'Chaplain, Rev.Mr. Mark. Salary, 30l. Duty, Prayers and Sermon every S}uﬁéa}}.l

' Surgebn, Mr. Hodgin ; now Mr. Blamire.
Salary, Two Guineas for making his Report, and paid for medicines.

Number of Prisoners, Debtors. Pelons, &¢.
1800, April1st, .- - - - - - - 28 - . - - - - - &5
1802, Sept. 20th, - - - - - - 16 - - - - - - - T.
1809, Nov.3d, - - - - - - - 13 - -'- - - - - 16

Also for Bastardy, Four. Assaults, Three. Deserters, Two.

Allowance, to Debtors, on application to the Magistrates, nine-pence a week
until the first Session after Commitment; and thenceforward 1s. 3d. is
allowed: So that a poor Debtor may remain here twelve weeks, upon the
scanty pittance of nine-pence a week, which is then increased to little more
than two-pence per day!

To Felons, 2s. a week, before Conviction, and 2s. 6d. afterwards.

REMARKS.

The court or area of this Gaol is spacious, (85 yards by 36,) and has a pump in it,
with fine water. Formerly it was common to all Prisoners, but now one part,
15 yards by 8, is appropriated to the Felons, and separated by iron palisades; through
which they can converse with the Debtors, or any Persons who visit there. The
Gaoler's house is at one end of the court, and adjoining to it is the Chapel, built in
1734 ; where the Prisoners are indiscriminatély mixed to hear Divine service.

The Master's-Side Debtors have five rooms in the Gaoler’s house, for which they
pay 2s. 6d. per week, and two sleep in a bed. Common-Side Debtors have four

free wards, (so called,) 23 feet each by 18, and another small room. Here they
must furnish their own bedding; but the rooms have a very dirty and ruinous
appearance, with windows opening into the court-yard: formerly they looked into
the street. The sexes are separated at night, but assemble together all the day.
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